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OFFICERS, 1902-1908. 



OFFICERS, 1902-J903. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 



PRESIDENT. 

WINFIELD SMITH, M.D., Boston. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

FREDERICK P. BATCHELDER, M.D., Boston. 
WILLIAM F. WESSELHOEFT, M.D., Boston. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

FREDERICK L. EMERSON, M.D., Dorchester. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

WESLEY T. LEE, M.D., Somerville. 

TREASURER. 

• WINSLOW B. FRENCH, M.D., Boston. 

LIBRARIAN. 

J. WILKINSON CLAPP, M.D., Boston. 

CENSORS. 

JOHN L. COFFIN, M.D., Boston. 
EDWARD P. COLBY, M.D., Boston. 
FREDERICK B. PERCY, M.D., Brookline. 
NATHANIEL W. EMERSON, M.D., Boston. 
GEORGE S. ADAMS, M.D., Westborough. 



OFFICERS, 1903-1904. 



OFFICERS, J903-1904. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 



PRESIDENT. 

NATHANIEL W. EMERSON, M.D., Boston. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

FREDERICK P. BATCHELDER, M.D., Boston. 
WILLIAM F. WESSELHOEFT, M.D., Boston. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

FREDERICK L. EMERSON, M.D., Dorchester. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

WESLEY T. LEE, M.D., Somerville. 

TREASURER. 

WINSLOW B. FRENCH, M.D., Boston. 

LIBRARIAN. 

J. WILKINSON CLAPP, M.D., Boston. 

CENSORS. 

JOHN L. COFFIN, M.D., Boston. 
EDWARD P. COLBY, M.D., Boston. 
FREDERICK B. PERCY, M.D., Brookline. 
FRANK C. RICHARDSON, M.D., Boston. 
WINFIELD SMITH, M.D., Boston. 



OFFICERS, 1904-1905. 



OFFICERS, J904-1905. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTER 



PRESIDENT. 

FREDERICK P. BATCHELDER, M.D., Boston. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

WILLIAM F. WESSELHOEFT, M.D., Boston. 
GEORGE B. RICE, M.D., Boston. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

FREDERICK L. EMERSON, M.D., Dorchester. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

WESLEY T. LEE, M.D., Somerville. 

TREASURER. 

WINSLOW B. FRENCH, M.D., Boston. 

LIBRARIAN. 

FRANK C. RICHARDSON, M.D., Boston. 

CENSORS. 

JOHN L. COFFIN, M.D., Boston. 
EDWARD P. COLBY, M.D., Boston. 
FREDERICK B. PERCY, M.D., Brookline. 
NATHANIEL W. EMERSON, M.D., Boston. 
JOSEPH W. HAYWARD, M.D., Taunton. 
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OFFICERS, J905-J906. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE* 



PRESIDENT. 

JOHN K. WARREN, M.D., Worcester. - 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

t JOHN H. SHERMAN, M.D., So. Boston. 
ADALINE B. CHURCH, M.D., Boston. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

FREDERICK L. EMERSON, M.D., Dorchester. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

WESLEY T. LEE, M.D., Somerville. 

TREASURER. 

THOMAS M. STRONG, M.D., Boston. 
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FREDERICK P. BATCHELDER, M.D., Boston. 
ELIZA B. CAHILL, M.D., Boston. 
EDWARD P. COLBY, M.D., Boston. 
GEORGE FORREST MARTIN, M.D., Lowell. 
CHARLES L. NICHOLS, M.D., Worcester. 



APPOINTMENTS, 1902-1908. 



APPOINTMENTS BY THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, 1902-J903. 



Orator, SAMUEL H. SPALDING, M.D., Hingham. 

Substitute Orator, CHARLES H. THOMAS, M.D., Cambridge. 

Necrologist, NATHANIEL R. PERKINS, M.D., Dorchester. 

Auditor, FRANK C. RICHARDSON, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Materia Medica. 

Chairman, John P. Rand, M.D., Monson. 
George B. Rice, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick B. Percy, M.D., Brookline. 
Sarah S. Windsor, M.D., Boston. 
Harry C. Cheney, M.D., Palmer. 

Committee on Clinical Medicine. 

Chairman, George H. Wilkins, M.D., Auburndale. 
Stephen H. Blodgett, M.D., Boston. 
Carl Crisand, M.D., Worcester. 
J. Arnold Rockwell, M.D., Cambridge. 

Committee on Obstetrics. 

Chairman, Edward E. Allen, M.D., Charlestown. 
Nelson M. Wood, M.D., Charlestown. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Frank A. Hodgdon, M.D., Maiden. 
Maurice W. Turner, M.D., Brookline. 

Committee on Gynecology. 

Chairman, Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 
Clara E. Gary, M.D., Boston. 
Charles T. Howard, M.D., Boston. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
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Committee on Surgery. 
Chairman, Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 
James B. Bell, M.D., Boston. 
Horace Packard, M.D., Boston. 
Winfield Smith, M.D., Boston. 
J. Emmons Briggs, M.D., Boston. 
William F. Wesselhoept, M.D., Boston. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Diseases of Children. 
Chairman, Charles E. Montague, M.D., Wakefield. 
Lena H. Diemar, M.D., Cambridge. 
Augustine C. Haub, M.D., Boston. 
Mary L. Swain, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Ophthalmology, Otology, Rhinology, and Laryngology. 
Chairman, Frederick W. Colburn, M.D., Boston. 

J. Miller Hinson, M.D., Boston. 

Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 

Edwin A. Clarke, M.D., Worcester. 

Committee on Insanity and Nervous Diseases. 
Chairman, Clara E. Gary, M.D., Boston. 
Edward P. Colby, M.D., Boston 
N. Emmons Paine, M.D., West Newton. 
Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 
Ellen L. Keith, M.D., Framingham. 

Committee on Dermatology, Syphilology, and Genito-Urinary Diseases. 
Chairman, Frederick W. Halsey, M.D., Boston. 

John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 

Orren B. Sanders, M.D., Boston. 

Walter H. Tobey, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Public Health. 
Chairman, Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 
John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
Charles L. Nichols, M.D., Worcester. 
George E. Percy, M.D., Salem. 
Frederick B. Percy, M.D., Brookline. 
John P. Sutherland, M.D., Boston. 
John J. Shaw, M.D., Plymouth. 
Joseph W. Hayward, M.D., Taunton. 
J. Wilkinson Clapp, M.D., Boston. 
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Committee on Registration and Statisti s. 

Chairman, Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 
Edward E. Allen, M.D., Charlestown. 

Committee on Publication. 

Chairman, Winfield Smith, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Boston. 
Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D., Dorchester. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 

Committee of Arrangements. 

Chairman, Winfield Smith, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Boston. 

Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Boston. 
William F. Wesselhoeft, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D. (ex-officio) , Dorchester. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Boston. 

Committee on Legislation. 

Chairman, Winfield Smith, M.D. (ex-officio), Boston. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., Boston. 
Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 
John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
John P. Sutherland, M.D., Boston. 

Fund Committee. 

Howard P. Bellows, M.D., Boston. Term expires 1903. 

N. Emmons Paine, M.D., West Newton. „ „ 1904. 

Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., Boston. „ „ 1905. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, J903-J904. 



Orator, CHARLES H. THOMAS, M.D., Cambridge. 
Substitute Orator, CAROLINE Y. WENTWORTH, M.D , 
Newton Highlands. 
Necrologist, NATHANIEL R. PERKINS, M.D., Dorchester. 
Auditor, THOMAS M. STRONG, M.D., Boston. 
Committee on Materia Medica. 
Chairman, Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Roxbury. 
Edward B. Holt, M.D., Lowell. 
Albert H. Tompkins, M.D., Jamaica Plain. 
Eliza T. Ransom, M.D., Boston. - 
Elmer H. Copeland, M.D., Northampton. 

Committee on Obstetrics. 
Chairman, Julia Morton Plummer, M.D., Boston. 
Sarah S. Windsor, M.D., Boston. 
William F. Wesselhoeft, M.D., Boston. 
Eloise A. Sears, M.D., Waltham. 
James F. Bothfeld, M.D., Newton. 

Committee on Diseases of Children. 
Chairman, Mary R. Lakeman, M.D., Salem. 

Grace E. Cross, M.D., South Boston. 
Alonzo G. Howard, M.D., West Roxbury. 
Fred S. Piper, M.D., Lexington. 
David P. Butler, M.D., Rutland. 

Committee on Gynecology. 

Chairman, S. Manning Perkins, M.D., Lynn. 
James S. Shaw, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Clinical Medicine. 
Chairman, Carl Crisand, M.D., Worcester. 

Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 
George L. Van Deursen, M.D., Lowell. 
Mary S. Hornby, M.D., Dorchester. 
Clara E. Gary, M.D., Boston. 
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Committee on Surgery. 

Chairman, Edgar A. Fisher, M.D., Worcester. 
Mary R. Lakeman, M.D., Salem. 
James B. Bell, M.D., Boston. 
George H. Earl, M.D., Boston. 
Joseph W. Hayward, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Ophthalmology, Otology, Rhinology, and Laryngology. 

Chairman, Conrad Smith, M.D., Boston. 

Archie E. Perkins, M.D., Fitchburg. 
Frederick W. €olbtjrn, M.D., Boston. 
Elmon R. Johnson, M.D., Wollaston. 
David W. Wells, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Dermatology, Syphilology, and Genito-Urinary Diseases. 

Chairman, John H. Urich, M.D., Boston. 

Benjamin T. Loring, M.D., Boston. 
A. Howard Powers, M.D., Boston. 
Mary B. Currier, M.D., Somerville. 
James Krauss, M.D., Boston. 
Archie E. Perkins, M.D., Fitchburg. 

Committee on Insanity and Nervous Diseases. 

Chairman, Solomon C. Fuller, M.D., Westborough. 
Harry 0. Spalding, M.D., Jamaica Plain. 
Anna B. Davis, M.D., Boston. 
James F. Bothfeld, M.D., Newton. 
Henrik G. Peterson, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Registration and Statistics. 

Chairman, Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 
Edward B. Allen, M.D., Charlestown. 

Committee on Publication. 
Chairman, Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 

Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D., Dorchester. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 
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Committee on Arrangements. 

Chairman, Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 

Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 
William F. Wesselhoeft, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D., Dorchester. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Legislation. 

Chairman, Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 
Winfield Smith, M.D., Boston. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., Boston. 
Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 
John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
John P. Sutherland, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital. 

Chairman, Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick P. Glazier, M.D., Hudson. 
Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Boston University School of Medicine. 

Chairman, J. Arnold Rockwell, M.D., Cambridge. 

Caroline Y. Wentworth, M.D., Newton Highlands. 

Committee on the Homoeopathic Medical Dispensary. 

Chairman, A. Howard Powers, M.D., Boston. 
Eliza B. Cahill, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Westborough Insane Hospital and Rutland Sanatorium. 

Chairman, Frederick B. Percy, M.D., Brookline. 
Robert F. Souther, M.D., Brookline. 

Fund Committee. 

N. Emmons Paine, M.D., West Newton. Term expires 1904. 
Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., Boston. „ „ 1905. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, 1904-1905. 



Orator, ELMER H. COPELAND, M.D., Northampton. 
Substitute Orator, FRANCIS M. BENNITT, M.D., Springfield. 
Necrologist, NATHANIEL R. PERKINS, M.D., Dorchester. 
Auditor, THOMAS M. STRONG, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Materia Medica. 

Chairman, George L. Van Deursen, M.D., Lowell. 
Frank E. Allard, M.D., Boston. 
Edward E. Allen, M.D., Charlestown. 
Charles L. Nichols, M.D., Worcester. 

Committee on Surgery. 

Chairman, Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 
Mary R. Lakeman, M.D., Salem. 
J. Frank Trull, M.D., Biddeford, Me. 
George E. May, M.D., Newton Centre. 
Robert F. Hovey, M.D., Springfield. 

Committee on Ophthalmology, Otology, Rhinology, and Laryngology. 

Chairman, Conrad Smith, M.D., Boston. 

Frederick W. Colburn, M.D., Boston. 
Elmon R. Johnson, M.D., Wollaston. 
David W. Wells, M.D., Boston. 
Albert W. Horr, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Dermatology, Syphilology, and Genito-Urinary Diseases. 

Chairman, Stephen H. Blodgett, M.D., Boston. 
John P. Sutherland, M.D., Boston. 
Horace Packard, M.D., Boston. 
J. Herbert Moore, M.D., Brookline. 
Harry O. Spalding, M.D., Jamaica Plain. 
Solomon C. Fuller, M.D., Westborough. 
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Committee on Gynecology. 

Chairman, Charles T: Howard, M.D., Boston. 

Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Boston. 
Nelson M. Wood, M.D., Charlestown. - 
W. Newell Emery, M.D., Waltham. 
Lena H. Diemar, M.D., Cambridge. 

Committee on Clinical Medicine. 
Chairman, Percy G. Browne, M.D., East Boston. 

Committee on Obstetrics. 

Chairman, Ralph C. Wiggin, M.D., Cambridge. 
Eliza B. Cahill, M.D., Boston. 
Edwin W. Smith, M.D., Sandwich. 
Edwin P. Ruggles, M.D., Dorchester. 

Committee on Diseases of Children. 

Chairman, Lucy C. Hill, M.D., Fall River. 

Byron L. Dwinell, M.D., Taunton. 
Helen S. Childs, M.D., Jamaica Plain. 
Herbert D. Boyd, M.D., Boston. 
John P. Rand, M.D., Monson. 

Committee on Insanity and Nervous Diseases. 

Chairman, Eliza T. Ransom, M.D., Boston. 
John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
N. Emmons Paine, M.D., West Newton. 
Nathaniel R. Perkins, M.D., Dorchester. 
Clara E. Gary, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Publication. 

Chairman, Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D. (ex-oflicio), Dorchester. 
Eliza B. Cahill, M.D., Boston. 
Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Roxbury. 
John L. Coffin, M.D.,. Boston. 
Edward P. Colby, M.D., Boston. 
William P. Deeriez, M.D., Brookline. 
Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
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Committee on Registration and Statistics. 
Chairman, Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 
Edward E. Allen, M.D., Charlestown. 

Committee on Arrangements. 
Chairman, Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D. (ex-officio) , Boston. 
William F. Wesselhoeft, M J)., Boston. 
George B. Rice, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D., Dorchester. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Winslow B. French, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Legislation. 
Chairman, Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D. (ex-officio), Boston. 
Winfield Smith, M.D., Boston. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., Boston. 
Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 
John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
John P. Sutherland, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital. 
Chairman, Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Roxbury. 

Frederick P. Glazier, M.D., Hudson. ' 

Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Boston University School of Medicine. 
Chairman, John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
Eliza T. Ransom, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on the Homoeopathic Medical Dispensary. 
Chairman, A. Howard Powers, M.D., Boston. 
Eliza B. Cahill, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Westborough Insane Hospital and Rutland Sanatorium. 
Chairman, Frederick B. Percy, M.D., Brookline. 
William P. Defriez, M.D., Brookline. 

Fund Committee. 

Herbert C. Clapp, M.D. Term expires in 1905. 

George B. Rice, M.D. „ „ „ 1906. 

Edward P. Colby, M.D. „• „ „ 1907. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE, 1905-1906. 



Orator, ELOISE A. SEARS, M.D., Waltham. 
Substitute Orator, ELLEN L. KEITH, M.D., Framingham. 
Necrologist, NATHANIEL R. PERKINS, M.D., Dorchester. 
Auditor, FREDERICK A. DAVIS, M.D., Boston. 
Committee on Materia Medica. 
Chairman, Frank E. Allard, M.D., Boston. 
William O. Mann, M.D., Boston. 
E. Taylor Ransom, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Surgery. 
Chairman, Henry A. Whitmarsh, M.D., Providence. 
John K. Warren, M.D., Worcester. 
G. Forrest Martin, M.D., Lowell. 
J. Emmons Briggs, M.D., Boston. 
William F. Wesselhoeft, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Ophthalmology, Otology, Rhinology, and Laryngology. 
Chairman, Elmon R. Johnson, M.D., Boston. 

Neidhard H. Houghton, M.D., Boston. 

George A. Suffa, M.D., Boston. 

John R. Noyes, M.D., Brockton. 

Committee on Dermatology, Syphilology, and Genito-Urinary Diseases. 
Chairman, A; Howard Powers, M.D., Boston. 

John H. Urich, M.D., Boston. 

Orren B. Sanders, M.D., Boston. 

John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Gynecology. 
Chairman, Nelson M. Wood, M.D., Charlestown. 
Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 
J. Emmons Briggs, M.D., Boston. 
George R. Southwick, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Clinical Medicine. 
Chairman, Elmer .H. Copeland, M.D., Northampton. 
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Committee on Obstetrics. 
Chairman, Henry E. Spalding, M.D., Boston. 

Daniel A. Babcock, M.D., Fall River. 
Carl Crisand, M.D., Worcester. 
William P. Defriez, M.D., Brookline. 

Committee on Diseases of Children. 
Chairman, Grace E. Cross, M.D., South Boston. 

Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 
Marion Coon, M.D., Boston. 
Lucy Appleton, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Insanity and Nervous Diseases. 
Chairman, Henry I. Klopp, M.D., Westborough. 
George S. Adams, M.D., Westborough. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D., Dorchester. 

Committee on Publication. 

Chairman, John K. Warren, M.D. {ex-ofjicio) , Worcester. 

Frederick L. Emerson, M.D. (ex-oflicio); Dorchester. 

Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 

Eliza B. Cahill, M.D., Boston. 

Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Roxbury. 

John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 

Edward P. Colby, M.D., Boston. 

William P. Defriez, M.D., Brookline. 

Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 

Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Registration and Statistics. 
Chairman, Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
Edward E. Allen, M.D., Charlestown. 

Committee on Arrangements. 
Chairman, John K. Warren, M.D., Worcester. 

John H. Sherman, M.D., South Boston. 
Adaline B. Church, M.D., Boston. 
Frederick L. Emerson, M.D., Dorchester. 
Wesley T. Lee, M.D., Somerville. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
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Committee on Legislation. 
Chairman, John K. Warren, M.D. (ex-officio), Worcester. 
Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D., Boston. 
Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., Boston. 
John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D., Boston. 
Frank €. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 
Winfield Smith, M.D., Boston. 
Henry £. Spalding, M.D., Boston. 
Thomas M. Strong, M.D., Boston. 
John P. Sutherland, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital 
Chairman, Samuel H. Calderwood, M.D., Roxbury. 
Frederick P. Glazier, M.D., Hudson. 
Frank C. Richardson, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on Boston University School of Medicine. 
Chairman, John L. Coffin, M.D., Boston. 
Eliza T. Ransom, M.D., Boston. 

Committee on West borough Insane Hospital and Rutland Sanatorium. 
Chairman, Frederick B. Percy, M.D., Brookline. 
William P. Defriez, M.D., Brookline. 

Fund Committee. 

George B. Rice, M.D. Term expires in 1906. 

Edward P. Colby, M.D. „ „ „ 1907. 

Herbert C. Clapp, M.D. „ „ „ 1908. 

Appointed in April, 1006. 

Edward P. Colby, M.D. Term expires in 1907. 

Herbert C. Clapp, M.D. „ „ „ 1908. 

George B. Rice, M.D., „ „ „ 1909. 

This committee, which was created by a vote of the Society April 13, 
1898, is empowered to recommend to the Society from time to time, for 
its approval, such uses of the income of the fund they may deem most 
advantageous. The Society voted that it should preferably be used as 
a prize or prizes for original work in medicine, to be bestowed upon 
such member or members of the Society as the Fund Committee and 
the Society should approve. 

The committee consists of three members, one member being ap- 
pointed each year by the President of the Society, to serve a term of 
three years. 
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Officers of Massachusetts Homoeopathic Fraternity 

and Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical 

Society from 1841 to 1906 inclusive. 

The first named organization became the latter society in 1856. 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Fraternity. 
RECORDING SECRETARIES AND TREASURERS. 

Feb. 16, 1841. William W. Cutler, M.D., Boston. 

Feb. 2, 1842. C. M. Weld, M.D., Jamaica Plain. 

Jan. 2, 1844. John A. Tarbell, M.D., Boston. 

Jan. 26, 1847. Hiram L. Chase, M.D., Cambridge. 

Jan. 13, 1852. J. C. Neilson, M.D., Charlestown. 

Jan. 10, 1854. I. T. Talbot, M.D., Boston. 

Jan. 2, 1855. William F. Jackson, M.D., Roxbury. 

Jan. 15, 1856. I. J. Talbot, M.D., Boston. 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society* 
PRESIDENTS. 

1856 Samuel Gregg, M.D Boston 

1857 William Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

1858 Charles Wild, M.D Brookline 

1859 George Russell, M.D Boston 

1860 Milton Fuller, M.D Boston 

1861 CM. Weld, M.D Jamaica Plain 

1862 David Thayer, M.D Boston 

1863 Daniel Holt, M.D Lowell 

1864 J. E. Linnell, M.D Worcester 

1865 W. F. Jackson, M.D Roxbury 

1866 S. M. Cate, M.D Salem 

1867 I. T. Talbot, M.D Boston 

1868 H. L. Chase, M.D Cambridge 

1869 George W. Swazey, M.D Springfield 

1870 Henry B. Clarke, M.D New Bedford 

1871 Conrad Wesselhoeft, M.D. ...... Boston 

1872 William B. Chamberlain, M.D Worcester 

1873 J. H. Woodbury, M.D Boston 
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1874 Lafayette Macfarland, M.D Boston 

1875 C. H. Farnsworth, M.D East Cambridge 

1876 E. U. Jones, M.D Taunton 

1877 O. S. Sanders, M.D Boston 

1878 D. B. Whittier, M.D Fitchburg 

1879 T. S. Scales, M.D Wobura 

1880 W. H. Lougee, M.D Lawrence 

1881 J. T. Harris, M.D Boston 

1882 A. M. Cushing, M.D Boston 

1883 H. E. Spalding, M.D Hingham 

1884 J. Heber Smith, M.D Boston 

1885 Charles L. Nichols, M.D Worcester 

1886 Walter Wesselhoeft, M.D Cambridge 

1887 Horace P. Hemenway, M.D Somerville 

1888 Jos. W. Hayward, M.D Taunton 

1889 H. A. Houghton, M.D Charlestown 

1890 James Hedenburg, M.D Medford 

1891 A. J. French, M.D Lawrence 

1892 L. D. Packard, M.D South Boston 

1893 Alonzo Boothby, M.D Boston 

1894 John P. Sutherland, M.D Boston 

1895 Edward P. Colby, M.D Wakefield 

1896 Frederick B. Percy, M.D Brookline 

1897 Howard P. Bellows, M.D Boston 

1898 Herbert C. Clapp, M.D Boston 

1899 Frank C. Richardson, M.D Boston 

1900 John L. Coffin, M.D Boston 

1901 George S. Adams, M.D. Westborough 

1902 Winfield Smith, M.D Boston 

1903 Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D Boston 

1904 Frederick P. Batchelder, M.D Boston 

1905 John K. Warren, M.D Worcester 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society* 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

1856 Chas. Wild, M.D Brookline 

William Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

1857 George Russell, M.D Boston 

CM. Weld, M.D Jamaica Plain 

1858 Milton Fuller, M.D Boston 

G. F. Matthes, M.D New Bedford 
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1859 George W. Swazey, M.D Springfield 

Daniel Holt, M.D Lowell 

1860 Samuel Gregg, M.D Boston 

Daniel Holt, M.D Boston 

1861 David Thayer, M.D Boston 

H. L. Chase, M.D. Cambridge 

1862 T. R.Nute, M.D Roxbury 

Geerge Barrows, M.D. Taunton 

1863 J. E. Linnell, M.D Worcester 

Samuel Gregg, M.D Boston 

1864 Henry B. Clark, M.D New Bedford 

William F. Jackson, M.D Roxbury 

1865 S. M. Cate, M.D Salem 

C. F. Geist, M.D Boston 

1866 I. T. Talbot, M.D Boston 

H. L. Chase, M.D. Cambridge 

1867 H. L. Chase, M.D Cambridge 

Conrad Wesselhoeft, M.D Dorchester 

1868 Conrad Wesselhoeft, M.D Dorchester 

Henry B. Clark, M.D New Bedford 

1869 Henry B. Clark, M.D New Bedford 

Joseph P. Paine, M.D Boston 

1870 Conrad Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

D. A. Johnson, M.D Chelsea 

1871 E. B. de Gersdorff, M.D Boston 

William P. Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

1872 J. H. Woodbury, M.D Boston 

L. Macfarlandj M.D Boston 

1873 L. Macfarland, M.D Boston 

C. H. Farnsworth, M.D East Cambridge 

1874 C. A. Brooks, M.D Clinton 

J. A. Burpee, M.D Maiden 

1875 J. T. Harris, M.D. Boston 

J. H. Smith, M.D Melrose 

1876 O. S. Sanders, M.D Boston 

W. H. Lougee, M.D Lawrence 

1877 D. B. Whittier, M.D Fitchburg 

W. H. Lougee, M.D Lawrence 

1878 H. P. Hemenway, M.D East Somerville 

T. S. Scales, M.D Woburn 

1879 Samuel Alvord, M.D Chicopee Falls 

Lewis Whiting, M.D Danvers 
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1880 Walter Wesselhoeft, M.D Cambridge 

Joseph W. Hayward, M.D. Taunton 

1881 A. J. French, M.D Lawrence 

H. E. Spalding, M.D Hingham 

1882 E. P. Colby, M.D Wakefield 

H. E. Spalding, M.D Hingham 

1883 J. L. Coffin, M.D West Medford 

M. P. Wheeler, M.D Dorchester 

1884 J. L. Coffin, M.D West Medford 

H. C. Ahlborn, M.D Boston 

1885 F. H. Krebs, M.D Boston 

F. B. Percy, M.D Brookline 

1886 D. G. Woodvine, M.D Boston 

James Hedenberg, M.D Medford 

1887 J. W. Hayward, M.D Taunton 

Chas. H. Walker, M.D Chelsea 

1888 James Hedenberg, M.D Medford 

H. A. Houghton, M.D Charles'town 

1889 James Hedenberg, M.D Medford 

F. B. Percy, M.D Brookline 

1890 A. J. French, M.D Lawrence 

J. K. Warren, M.D Worcester 

1891 L. D. Packard, M.D South Boston 

John P. Sutherland, M.D Boston 

1892 Alonzo Boothby, M.D Boston 

John P. Sutherland, M.D Boston 

1893 John P. Sutherland, M.D Boston 

Edward P. Colby, M.D Boston 

1894 E. P. Colby, M.D Boston 

N. W. Rand, M.D. 

1895 Frederick B. Percy, M.D Brookline 

Nathaniel W. Emerson, M.D Boston 

1896 Howard P. Bellows, M.D Boston 

N. W. Rand, M.D. 

1897 George S. Adams, M.D Westborough 

N. W. Rand, M.D. 

1898 George S. Adams, M.D Westborough 

John Lambert Coffin, M.D. Boston 

1899 J. P. Rand, M.D Worcester 

John L. Coffin, M.D Boston 

1900 J. P. Rand, M.D Worcester 

Winfield Smith, M.D Boston 
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1901 Winfield Smith, M.D Boston 

George E. Percy, M.D Salem 

1902 F. P. Batchelder, M.D Boston 

W. F. Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

1903 F. P. Batchelder, M.D Boston 

W. F. Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

1904 W. F. Wesselhoeft, M.D Boston 

George B. Rice, M.D Boston 

1905 John H. Sherman, M.D South Boston 

Adaline B. Church, M.D Boston 



1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 



Corresponding Secretaries. Recording Secretaries. 
G. W. Swasy, M.D. David Thayer, M.D. 

Daniel Holt, M.D. 
8. M. Gale, M.D. 
C. M. Weld, M.D. 
Luther Clark, M.D. 
J. H. Woodbury, M.D. 

»» 
William F. Jackson, M.D. 
C. H. Farnsworth, M.D. 
H. L. Chase, M.D. 

C. H. Farnsworth, M.D. 

E. U. Jones, M.D. 
S. M. Gale, M.D. 

F. N. Palmer, M.D. 
J. H. Woodbury, M.D. 
J. P. Paine, M.D. 
L. D. Packard, M.D. 

D. G. Woodvine, M.D. 

F. H. Underwood, M.D. 

Fred. W. Payne, M.D. 
R. E. Jameson, M.D. 



I. T. Talbot, M.D. 



L. Macfarland, M.D. 



E. U. Jones, M.D. 



Treasurers. 
William F. Jackson, M.D. 
D. A. Johnson, M.D. 

J.C.Neilson.M.D. 

Thomas S. Scales, M.D. 



Jas. Wilkinson Clapp, M.D. 



E. P. Colby, M.D. 
N. R. Morse, M.D. 
H. A. Chase, M.D. 

Nath'l W. Emerson, M.D. 
Fred. B. Percy, M.D. 

F. C. Richardson, M.D. 



H. C. Clapp, M.D. 
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Corresponding Secretaries. Recording Secretaries. Treasurers. 

1897 Fred'k P. Batchelder, M.D. F. C. Richardson, M.D. Winslow B. French, M.D. 
1898 

1899 „ Fred'k L. Emerson, M.D. 

1900 
1901 

1902 Wesley T. Lee, M.D. 
1903 
1904 
1905 „ „ Thomas M. Strong, M.D. 

TREASURER'S REPORTS, J902-J906. 



1901-1902. 
Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society , in account with Dr. W. B. 
French, Treasurer. Cr. 

Balance received from 1900 $2,129.16 

Received membership dues 100.00 

„ annual dues 1,127.00 

„ guest tickets 6.00 

„ interest Old Colony Trust Company . . 2.29 

„ „ Brighton Savings Bank . . 18.59 

„ „ East Weymouth Savings Bank . . 31.32 

„ „ Weymouth „ „ 21.98 

„ „' Abington „ „ 21.74 

„ cash suspense 5.00 



Total amount received $3,463.08 

Dr. === 

Expended printing, postage and engraving . . $226.17 

„ „ transactions .... 529.37 

„ stenographic reports .... 40.00 

„ salaries 100.00 

„ catering 364.50 

„ rent 70.00 

„ collections . ( . 11.65 



Total disbursement $1,341.69 

Amount of dues unpaid $528.00 

Cash to balance as follows : 

Deposit and interest in Weymouth Savings Bank . . $566.58 
;; ,, „ „ Abington „ „ 596.71 

(These two items of account constitute the " Fund," as 
set aside by the Society.) 
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Deposit and interest in East Weymouth Savings Bank 543.59 

„ „ „ „ Brighton Five Cents „ „ 268.59 

„ „ „ „ Old Colony Trust Company . 135.92 

Cash 10.00 



$2,121.39 
Deducting amount of fund 1,163.29 

Shows working balance of . $958.10 



Respectfully submitted, 
April 5, 1902. (Signed) WINSLOW B. FRENCH, Treas. 

Examined and approved April 9, 1902. 

(Signed) A. H. Powers, Auditor. 

1902-1903. 

Massachusetts Homceopathic Medical Society, in account with Dr. 
Winslow B. French, Treasurer. 

Cr. 

Balance received from 1901 $2,121.39 

Received new members' fees 55.00 

„ interest Old Colony Trust Company . . 4.33 

„ „ Brighton Savings Bank .... 4.69 

„ guest tickets 15.00 

„ annual dues 1,238.00 

„ cash suspense 5.00 



Dr. $3,443.41 

Expended printing and postage .... $163.68 

stenography 40.00 

printing transactions .... 646.66 

salaries 100.00 

catering 354.73 

rent . . 60.00 

miscellaneous 15.00 

flowers 15.00 

engraving and engrossing 34.20 1,429.27 



$2,014.14 



Cash to balance as follows : 

Deposit in Old Colony Trust Company $183.98 

„ and interest in East Weymouth Savings Bank . 543.59 

„ „ „ „ Brighton Savings Bank . . . 123.28 
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Deposit and interest in Weymouth Savings Bank 
„ „ „ „ Abington „ „ 



566.58 
596.71 



$2,014.14 
(The last two deposits constitute the " Fund," as set 
aside by the Society.) 
Deducting amount of fund 1,163.29 

Shows working balance of $850.85 

The annual interest dividends happen this year to be payable 
April 8 and will have to appear in the books of the coming year. 
Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) WINSLOW B. FRENCH, Treas. 

1903-1904. 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, in account with Winslow 
B. French, Treasurer. 

Balance received from 1902 



Cr. 



Recei 



ved new membership fees 
guest tickets at dinner . 
cash in suspense .... 
Old Colony Trust Company, interest 
East Weymouth Savings Bank, interest 
Brighton Savings Bank, interest . 
Abington „ „ „ 
Weymouth „ „ „ 
annual dues 



Dr. 



$2,014.14 

35.00 

15.00 

5.00 

4.63 

55.62 

6.56 

33.40 

46.66 

1,240.00 

$3,456.01 



Paid out for printing, postage, etc. 
stenographer 
salaries 
catering 
rent 
miscellaneous 



Cash to balance as follows : 

Deposit in Old Colony Trust Company . 
„ „ Brighton Savings Bank 
„ „ East Weymouth Savings Bank 



$134.17 

41.00 

100.00 

384.48 

70.00 

1.40 



$731.05 

$732.56 
129.84 
599.21 
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Deposit in Weymouth Savings Bank 613.24 

„ „ Abington „ „ 630.11 

Cash in checks not deposited 20.00 

$2,724.96 
The deposits in the Weymouth and Abington Savings 
Banks constitute the fund set aside by Society which 
now amounts to 1,243.35 

Which leaves an actual balance of $1,481.61 

Respectfully submitted, 
April 1, 1904. (Signed) WINSLOW B. FRENCH, Treas. 

I have this day examined the accounts of Winslow B. French, 
Treasurer, and find them correct and properly vouched. 
April 12, 1904. (Signed) T. M. Strong, Auditor. 

1904-1905. 
Massachusetts Homceopathic Medical Society, in account with Winsloiv 
B. French, Treasurer. 

Cr. 

Balance received from 1903 $2,724.96 

Received ten admission fees 50.00 

„ guest tickets 6.00 

„ annual dues 1,575.00 

„ interest Old Colony Trust Company 19.61 

„ „ Brighton Savings Bank .... 4.57 

„ „ East Weymouth Savings Bank 12.90 

„ „ Abington Savings Bank . . . 25.44 

„ „ Weymouth „ „ 24.76 

Total amount received $4,443.24 

Dr. 

Expended stenographer $50.10 

„ catering 411.75 

„ postage and printing .... 225.89 

„ salaries 100.00 

„ rent 55.00 

„ collecting 34.50 

„ medal (cost to come out of interest of 

fund) '40.00 

Total disbursement $917.24 
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Cash to balance as follows: 

Deposit and interest in Weymouth Savings Bank 

» ,, a y, Abington Savings Bank 

(These two constitute the "Fund," as set aside by 
Society.) 
Deposit and interest in East Weymouth Savings Bank 

a a „ „ Brighton Savings Bank . 

a a a a Old Colony Trust Company . 
Cash in checks 



$638.00 
655.55 



612.11 

134.41 

1,475.93 

10.00 



$3,526.00 
Deducting fund and interest 1 293.55 

Gives working balance of $2 232.45 

Respectfully submitted, 
March 16, 1905. WINSLOW B. FRENCH, Treas. 

I have this day audited the accounts of W. B. French, Treasurer, 
and find them correct and properly vouched. 
March 16, 1905. (Signed) T. M. Strong, Auditor. 



1905-1906. 

Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, in account with Thomas 
M. Strong j M.D., Treasurer. 

Cr. 
April 12, 1905, cash on hand $3 526.00 



Received from annual dues 
„ „ interest account 

„ „ dinner tickets 

„ „ cash, uncredited 

„ „ stationery account 



Dr. 

Expenditures, printing, stationery and postage . $276.62 

„ rent of halls 70.00 

„ New England Decorating Com- 
pany (annual meeting) . . 7.59 
„ caterer, for lunches .... 198.75 
„ Anna T. Lovering, clerical services, 15.00 
„ W. B. French, Treasurer, salary 

and postage . . . . 61.50 



1,433.00 

112.49 

43.50 

5.00 

1.50 

$5,121.49 
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Expenditures, Fred L. Emerson, Secretary, salary 

and postage .... 54.40 

„ Young's Hotel, annual dinijer . 306.00 

„ F. H. MacCarthy, stenographer . 65.00 

„ Page & Co., Surety Bond, Treas- 
urer 12.50 

„ Livery services .... 2.00 

„ Dr. E. H. Porter, traveling 

expenses 20.00 

„ Dr. Chas. Mohr, Treasurer, Ameri- 

can Institute of Homoeopathy, 

proving fund . . . 250.00 

„ Elder & Whitman, legal services, 60.00 

„ American Bank Note Company, 

diplomas 30.00 

„ Dr. H. P. Bellows, proving fund . 25.00 

$1,444.27 



To balance 3,677.22 



$5,121.49 
April 12, 1906. (Signed) THOMAS M. STRONG, Treas. 

I have this day examined the accounts of Dr. Thomas M. Strong, 
Treasurer of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, and 
find them correct and properly vouched. 

(Signed) F. A. Davis, Auditor. 
April 9, 1906. 
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By-Laws of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic 
Medical Society as in Force, April, 1906* 



OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Article I. Since homoeopathy aims at the improvement and 
reformation of the art of healing by aid of medicines, proved by every 
means that promises to enlarge the knowledge of the laws governing 
the action of drugs, this Society hereby declares its objects to be : 

The development of the materia medica by proving drugs upon the 
systems of men and animals; the administering of medicines thus 
proved to the sick, in accordance with the formula similia similibus 
curantur; the encouragement of special studies and reports calculated 
to improve its members in the collateral branches of medicine. 

Art. II. This Society demands for itself absolute liberty in science, 
and hence requires of its applicants for membership no creed or con- 
fession of medical belief, but only the expression of a willingness to 
act for the furtherance of its declared objects. 

society. 
Art. III. This Society shall consist of the persons named in the 
Act of Incorporation, and such other persons as may have been elected 
members in accordance with its By-Laws. 

officers of the society and their election. 
Art. IV. Section 1. — The Society, at its annual meeting, shall 
elect by ballot a president, two vice-presidents, corresponding secre- 
tary, recording secretary, treasurer, librarian, and five censors, who 
shall together constitute an executive committee, to whom shall be 
intrusted the general business of the Society when it is not in session ; 
the appointment of all standing committees and such other commit- 
tees as they may deem expedient; the appointment of a necrologist 
and auditor, and the selection of some suitable person, and substitute, 
to deliver an oration at the semi-annual meeting of the Society, on 
some subject connected with medical science. At every annual 
meeting they shall present a report of their proceedings during the 
past year. They shall have power to remit the dues of worthy mem- 
bers who may produce satisfactory evidence that they are unable to 
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pay, and to drop members for the non-payment of dues. The officers 
shall continue in office till the adjournment of the annual meeting next 
after their election, at which time the duties of the newly elected 
officers shall commence. 

Section. 2. — Voting for officers of this Society shall be exclusively 
by ballots cast previous to the annual meeting. To this end the 
Executive Committee shall appoint a special election committee of 
three, none of whom shall be regular candidates for office, whose duty 
shall be to receive and count the ballots cast, and declare the results 
to the Society. Should any of this committee be unable to serve, 
the President shall appoint another eligible member in his place. 

Section 3. — At least sixty days before the annual meeting the 
Secretary shall forward to all members in good standing a preliminary 
notice informing them of the nominations for offices made by the 
Nominating Committee; and at a date not later than fourteen days 
before said meeting he shall also forward (with notice of meeting and 
a special addressed envelope) the official ballot, containing all nomi- 
nations by the Nominating Committee, and those by any special 
caucuses which may have convened for that purpose. The names of 
all candidates for each office shall be arranged upon the ballot in 
alphabetical order and, unless otherwise designated, shall be known 
as presented by the Nominating Committee. The names of all can- 
didates for re-election shall be marked with an asterisk (*), while those 
nominated by a special caucus of members and certified to by at least 
ten members present shall be marked with a dagger (t). If any 
candidate decline his nomination previous to the printing of the ballot 
it shall be so designated thereon. 

Section 4. — All nominations by speciaf caucus must be in the hands 
of the Secretary at least thirty days before the annual meeting. 

Section 5. — Members shall prepare their ballots by making the sign 
X against the names of the candidates for whom they wish to vote. 
If in any instance, more names are thus marked than there are officers 
to be elected, no name for such office shall be counted. This shall 
not, however, invalidate the ballot for the other officers. 

Section 6. — All members desiring to vote must return their ballots 
in the " official return envelope " to the Secretary, so that they shall 
be received by him not later than the Monday before the annual- 
meeting, and he shall deliver them unopened to the Special Election 
Committee for official inspection and count. 

Section 7. — Candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall 
be declared elected. 
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DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS. 

Art. V. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society 
and of the Executive Committee, and shall deliver an address before 
the Society at the annual meeting. 

In case of the absence or other disability of the President, his duties 
shall devolve on the Vice-President by seniority, if present. And for 
that purpose the person receiving the largest number of ballots for 
that office shall hold the seniority; otherwise, such member as the 
Presiding Officer shall appoint or the meeting may select. 

Art. VI. The Corresponding Secretary shall have the charge and 
custody of all letters and communications transmitted to the Society ; 
and to him they should be addressed. He shall prepare and transmit 
whatever communications the Society or Executive Committee may 
direct, and he shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to 
him. 

Art. VII. The Recording Secretary shall give notice and keep a 
record of all the meetings of the Society and of the Executive Com- 
mittee. He shall insert in the notices of the annual and semi-annual 
meetings the names of those candidates for membership that have 
been reported to the Executive Committee. * He shall have charge of 
all papers and communications belonging to the Society, and shall 
read at the meetings of the Society all such communications as the 
Executive Committee may direct. He shall notify the chairman of 
every committee appointed by the Society or Executive Committee, 
of his appointment, in each case stating the commission and the 
names of the committee. On or before the first of April, annually, he 
shall transmit to the Treasurer a list of all who have become members 
of the Society during the year. 

The Recording Secretary shall receive fifty dollars annually as a 
compensation for the labors and duties incumbent upon the office. 

Art. VIII. The Treasurer shall solicit and receive all money due 
to the Society, together with all bequests and donations, and shall pay 
all bills after they shall have been approved by the Executive Com- 
mittee, which approval shall be certified to by the Recording Secretary. 
He shall keep an accurate account of all receipts and expenditures, 
and shall give such bonds for the faithful performance of his duties as 
the Society may require. He shall submit his accounts to the Auditor 
at least once each year, and shall annually make a statement of his 
doings and of the state of the funds in his hands to the Society. 

The Treasurer shall receive fifty dollars annually as a compensation 
for his services. 
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Art. IX. The Librarian shall have in his custody and charge all 
the books and apparatus of the Society. He shall keep an accurate 
register of the same, and arrange them in a proper manner, and shall 
make such disposition of them, from time to time, as the Executive 
Committee may direct, for the benefit of the members. He shall 
receive and record all donations made in his department to the Society, 
and shall make a report at the annual meeting. 

Art. X. The Censors shall examine the qualifications of all per- 
sons presenting themselves for membership, and for that purpose 
shall hold meetings on the same days as the regular meetings of the 
Executive Committee, and at such other times as they may deem 
necessary. They shall verify the medical diplomas of all applicants 
for membership, and report the names of all approved candidates for 
membership to the Executive Committee at least three months before 
their election as members of the Society. 

Art. XI. There shall be a Committee on the Materia Medica, who 
shall select remedies for proving, and shall, at the expense of the 
Society, obtain and distribute the same to its members, or such other 
persons as they may deem suitable. They shall receive and examine 
communications upon the materia medica from the members of the 
Society, and report thereon at any regular meeting. 

Art. XII. There shall be appointed annually, by the Executive 
Committee, a Committee on Nominations composed of the President, 
ex-oflicio, and four Society members at large, whose duty shall be to 
nominate two candidates for each of the twelve offices named in Art. 
IV, Section 1, and file a certified copy of the same with the Recording 
Secretary, at least sixty days before the annual meeting. 

Art. XIII. There shall be a Committee of Publication, consisting 
of the President, Recording Secretary, and at least three other mem- 
bers, to whom all matter for publication shall be referred, and under 
whose direction it shall be issued, the expense of which shall not 
exceed in any year a sum designated by the Executive Committee. 

Art. XIV. There shall be a Committee of Arrangements, whose 
duty it shall be to make such arrangements as will add to the interest 
and importance of the annual and semi-annual meetings, such as 
selecting a suitable place for the meetings, soliciting communications, 
appointing subjects for discussion, providing refreshments for mem- 
bers, etc., subject to the direction of the Executive Committee. 

Art. XV. Section 1. — There shall be a Fund Committee of three 
members, one being appointed each year for a term of three years, 
by the retiring President, at the annual meeting. The members 
shall be reappointed, when deemed expedient, to conduce to perma- 
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nency. The committee shall make a report at the annual meeting and 
recommend, for approval by the Society, such uses of the income 
of the fund as it deems most advantageous ; preferably as a prize for 
original work in medicine, or an aid in investigation, or for the relief 
of members in misfortune. Only a portion of the income shall be 
used, in order that the fund may increase from year to year. Neither 
principal nor interest shall be used for the payment of debts or for the 
maintenance of the Society. 

Section 2. — The Executive and all other committees shall have 
power to fill their own vacancies. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Art. XVI. Any person who has received the degree of doctor of 
medicine from a legally authorized medical institution, who sustains a 
good moral character, and is legally qualified to practice in the state 
where he resides, shall be eligible to membership after having been 
examined and approved by the Board of Censors. He 'shall be elected 
by ballot at the annual or semi-annual meeting, and his having signed 
the application for membership shall be considered equivalent to an 
agreement to abide by the By-Laws. In case that ten negative ballots 
shall be cast, the name of the candidate shall be referred back to the 
Board of Censors, who shall make a thorough investigation, and report 
to the Executive Committee. 

The same conditions of membership shall also apply to women hav- 
ing like qualifications. 

All members in good standing who shall have paid their annual 
dues for twenty-five years, consecutive or otherwise, shall attain the 
rank or title of life-members, and shall be entitled to all the privileges 
of the Society, but shall be exempt from the payment of the annual 
assessment. 

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Art. XVII. Persons who have excelled, or made any great ad- 
vancement in medical or other science, may be elected honorary 
members; and physicians of eminence residing out of the state may 
be elected corresponding members of the Society by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present at any stated meeting, provided the said per- 
son shall have been approved by the Executive Committee. Honorary 
and corresponding members shall be entitled to the diploma of the 
Society, and to participate in its proceedings in meetings devoted to 
scientific subjects. 
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Art. XVIII. Every applicant for membership shall deposit with 
his application in the hands of the Recording Secretary, the sum of 
five dollars, and shall, upon his election, receive therefor the diploma 
of the Society, signed by the President and Secretary. Should an 
applicant fail of election, the money shall be returned to him. 

Art. XIX. Any member in good standing shall have the privilege 
of withdrawing from the Society by giving notice, in writing, of such 
intention, and paying all arrearages due to the Society. 

RETIRED MEMBERS. 

Art. XX. Members, on removing from the state or on retiring 
from practice, may, provided all their dues to the Society are paid, by 
a vote of the Executive Committee, be placed on the list of retired 
members, and, as such, shall be exempt from any assessments, and 
shall not receive, except by courtesy, any of the publications of the 
Society, nor be entitled to speak or vote at any of its meetings. 

Art. XXI. Any person who has resigned his membership, or been 
placed on the list of retired members, may, on application in writing, 
be reinstated by a vote of the Society at any regular meeting. 

Any member removing out of the state shall have liberty to retain 
his membership on paying his annual assessment. 

EXPULSION AND DISCIPLINE. 

Art. XXII. Any member may be expelled from the Society, or, 
having resigned his membership, may be deprived of his privileges by 
a vote of two-thirds of the members present at any regular meeting, 
upon charges of the following description, provided the charge or 
charges against him have first been considered by the Executive Com- 
mittee, and provided he has been notified of the same by the Secretary, 
and an opportunity has thereby been given him to make his defense 
before the Society : 

1. For any gross and notorious immorality or infamous crime 
under the laws of the land. 

2.. For any attempt to subvert the objects, or injure the reputation, 
of the Society. 

3. For advertising, publicly vending, or pretending to the knowl- 
edge and use of any secret nostrum. 

4. For advertising one's self, or knowingly allowing one's self to 
be advertised, as possessing extraordinary powers or ability. 

5. For any conduct which, in the opinion of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present at a regular meeting, shall be dishonorable. 

Art. XXIII. As the object of the Society is to improve the sci-. 
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ence of medicine, to increase the usefulness and influence of its mem- 
bers, and to secure greater harmony and friendship among them, 
therefore it is of the highest importance that each member should so 
conduct himself, both in his private and professional life, as to com- 
mand the entire respect of his colleagues. 

Every person who becomes a member is understood to take upon 
himself an obligation to communicate to the Society any discoveries 
he shall have made relating to the science of medicine or surgery, and 
to cooperate in such measures as may be adopted by the Society for 
the advancement of these sciences; and, on his refusal to do so, he 
shall be subject to such censure as the Society, by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present at a regular meeting, shall inflict. 

DUES. 

Art. XXIV. Every member of the Society, the Recording Secre- 
tary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and life members excepted, 
shall be assessed annually five dollars, and such other assessments as 
a majority of the members, at any legal meeting, may determine. 
Newly elected members shall not be liable to assessment during the 
year of their election. 

Any member neglecting the payment of annual assessments for 
three years, and having been notified by the Treasurer of such fact, 
may by vote of the Executive Committee be dropped from the roll of 
membership (special cases mentioned in Article IV, Section 1, ex- 
cepted). Any person thus dropped shall have the privilege of rein- 
statement upon action of the Executive Committee and the payment 
of all arrears. 

DELEGATES. 

Art. XXV. The Executive Committee may appoint delegates to 
other societies and associations whenever they may deem it advisable 
to do so; and such delegates shall receive certificates of appointment 
from the Recording Secretary. 

Accredited delegates from other societies and associations shall be 
allowed to participate in the scientific deliberations of this Society. 

MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Art. XXVI. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on 
the second Wednesday of April, and the semi-annual meeting on the 
second Wednesday of October, at 10 o'clock a.m., in such one of the 
cities or towns of the Commonwealth as the Executive Committee 
may determine. A special meeting of the Society shall be called by 
the President, on the written request of ten members, stating the 
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object of such meeting. At all regular meetings of the Society twenty 
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Art. XXVII. The Executive Committee shall meet on the third 
Wednesday of April, July, October, and January. At the first or 
annual meeting, the committees, the Orator, Substitute Orator, 
Necrologist, and Auditor shall be appointed for the ensuing year. 

At the meetings of the Executive Committee, five persons shall 
constitute a quorum. A special meeting of the Executive Committee 
shall be called by the President, on the written application of three of 
its members. 

ALTERATION OF BY-LAWS. 

Art. XXVIII. All proposals for alteration of the By-Laws shall 
be presented to the Society in writing, at a regular meeting; and 
shall be referred without debate to a special committee of five who 
shall consider and report on the same to the Recording Secretary, at 
least thirty days before the annual meeting. He shall mail a printed 
copy of such report to each of the members with the program of 
the annual meeting. 

Standing Rules Adopted by the Society. 

April 9, 1862. The assessments should now and in the future be 
collected for the year in advance of the annual meeting. 

April 14, 1897. An annual roster of members, containing names, 
addresses, and office hours, shall be furnished to members of this So- 
ciety, upon the vote of the Executive Committee. 

April 11, 1900. On recommendation of the Fund Committee one- 
half of the annual interest shall be added to the principal of the fund. 

April 8, 1903. A Standing Committee of two shall be appointed at 
each annual meeting of the Executive Committee, to confer with the 
Trustees of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital. This rule 
shall include the appointment of similar committees for the West- 
borough Insane Hospital and the Rutland Sanatorium. 

These committees shall report at the annual meeting. 
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April, J902, to April, 1906, inclusive. 



BUSINESS MEETINGS. 



April 8, 9, 1902. 

The sixty-second annual meeting of the Society was held at 14 
Beacon Street, Boston, Tuesday and Wednesday, April 8 and 9, 1902. 
The annual banquet was held on the evening of April 8. The annual 
business meeting was held at noon on April 9. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The reports of the Treasurer and Auditor were accepted. 

The report of the Necrologist was accepted. 

The report of the Committee on Revision of the By-Laws was 
adopted as follows: 

To amend Article XVIII by dropping the word " upon," line three, 
and inserting the words " three years after." Inserting after the 
word " election," line three, the words " provided he is in good stand- 
ing." Also drop the word " therefore " at the end of line three. 
When amended the article shall read : 

" Every applicant for membership shall deposit with his applica- 
tion, in the hands of the Recording Secretary, the sum of five dollars 
($5.00), and shall, three years after his election, provided he is in good 
standing, receive the diploma of the Society, signed by the President 
and Secretary. Should an applicant fail of election the money shall 
be returned to him." 

The Committee on Amendments to the By-Laws, while recognizing 
the fact that the courtesies of this Society are sometimes abused by 
physicians who become members merely to obtain its diploma, and 
having secured that ignore their obligations to the Society ever after, 
do not think that the abuse is of sufficient frequency to warrant the 
adoption of the proposed amendment. 

This Society desires to enroll among its members every reputable 
homoeopathic physician in the state. To withhold the diploma for 
a period of years would increase the difficulty of securing new mem- 
bers, especially among recent graduates by whom the diploma is 
most highly prized. 
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In the future, as in the past, some will undoubtedly abuse our confi- 
dence by displaying the certificate of this Society when they are no 
longer members. We regret that such action is possible, but we do not 
deem it wise or just to punish every future member of this Society 
on that account. The adoption of the proposed amendment might 
defer but could not prevent the abuse. At the end of three years 
unworthy members, having come into possession of their diplomas, 
would allow their dues to lapse as they do now. 

J. P. Rand, M.D., Chairman. 

F. P. Batchelder, M.D. 

Edward P. Colby, M.D. 

Carl Crisand, M.D. 

Francis M. Bennitt, M.D. 

The report of the Fund Committee was adopted as follows : 

The Committee on the Fund wish to make the following report: 
That the committee have considered the question of the use of the 
interest on the fund for the past year, and recommend that the in- 
terest be added to the principal. 

N. Emmons Paine, M.D., 
Howard P. Bellows, M.D., 
Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., 

Committee. 

It was voted that the name of Thomas R. Griffith, M.D., be placed 
on the list of corresponding members. 

October 7, 8 y 1902. 

The sixty-second semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at 
14 Beacon Street, Boston, Tuesday, October 7, 1902, and at the Massa- 
chusetts Homoeopathic Hospital and Boston University School of 
Medicine, Wednesday, October 8, 1902. The business meeting was 
held on October 8, at which the records of the last meeting were read 
and approved. 

April 7, 8, 1903. 

The sixty-third annual meeting of the Society was held at 14 Beacon 
Street, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 7 and 8, 1903. 
The annual banquet was held on the evening of April 7. 

The annual business meeting was held at noon on April 8. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The report of the Treasurer was accepted subject to approval by 
the Auditor. 
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The report of the Necrologist was accepted. 

A committee consisting of Drs. Samuel H. Calderwood, Frank C. 
Richardson, and Frederick P. Glazier, appointed by the chair, at 
the session held on the previous evening, to consider a communica- 
tion from the Trustees of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital 
relative to a proposed increase in the tariff for rooms at that institution, 
reported that as a result of its labors a substantial decrease was made 
in the tariff as proposed. 

The committee recommended that as the hospital was founded by 
the Society a committee of members be appointed annually in order 
that the Society might confer at any time, through its committee, with 
the trustees of the hospital. 

It was voted that such a committee be appointed. 

It was voted that similar committees be appointed on the West- 
borough Insane Hospital and Rutland Sanatorium, on Boston Univer- 
sity School of Medicine, and on the Homoeopathic Medical Dispensary. 

It was voted to appropriate two hundred dollars ($200) to place at 
the disposal of the committee having in charge the entertainment of 
the American Institute of Homoeopathy. 

It was voted that the traveling expenses of the Nominating Com- 
mittee be paid by the Society. 

October 6, 7, 1903. 

The sixty-third semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at 
14 Beacon Street, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 6 
and 7, 1903. 

The annual business meeting was held on Wednesday, October 7, 
at which the records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

April 12, 13, 1904. 

The sixty-fourth annual meeting of the Society was held at 30 
Huntington Avenue, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 12 
and 13, 1904. The annual banquet was held on the evening of 
April 13. 

The annual business meeting was held at noon on April 13. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The reports of the Treasurer and Auditor were accepted. 

The Fund Committee recommended that twenty-five dollars ($25) 
be voted to aid Dr. Howard P. Bellows in his work in the proving of 
drugs. On motion the above amount was voted by the Society. 

The reports of the following committees were accepted : 

Committee on Boston University School of Medicine, Committee 
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on the Homoeopathic Medical Dispensary, Committee on the West- 
borough Insane Hospital and Rutland Sanatorium, Committee on 
Registration and Statistics. 

It was voted that the transactions of the Society be published once 
in three years, and that only such papers be included as shall be 
approved by the Committee on Publication. 

October 11, 12, 1904. 

The sixty-fourth semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at 
14 Beacon Street, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 11 
and 12. 

The business meeting was held at 12.30 p.m., on October 12. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

It was voted that the Executive Committee of the Society be in- 
structed to appoint standing committees yearly, at its April meeting. 

On recommendation of the Fund Committee it was voted to in- 
struct said committee to prepare a suitable gold medal at the expense 
of fifty dollars ($50) to present to Dr. William H. Watters for his patho- 
logical preparations. 

Dr. Francis P. Batchelder proposed a change in Article XV of the 
By-Laws of the Society. 

Dr. George L. Van Deursen proposed a change in Article XIII of 
the By-Laws of the Society. 

Dr. Edward R. Miller proposed that the matter of bringing about 
a closer relationship between the state society and local societies be 
referred to the Committee on By-Laws, said committee to suggest a 
plan if feasible. 

The foregoing proposals were referred to a Committee on Revision 
of the By-Laws, consisting of: N. Emmons Paine, M.D., Herbert C. 
Clapp, M.D., John P. Sutherland, M.D., John P. Rand, M.D., Mary 
R. Lakeman, M.D. 

It was voted that a special Hospital Committee be appointed to 
confer with the trustees of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital 
relative to their dismissal of Dr. Nathaniel W. Emerson, because of an 
alleged censure of them, by him, before the Society in his Presidential 
Address of April 13, 1904. 

The committee was appointed from the floor as follows: Samuel 
H. Calderwood, M.D., G. Forrest Martin, M.D., John P. Rand, M.D., 
Ellen Keith, M.D., Henry A. Whitmarsh, M.D. 

April 11, 12, 1905. 
The sixty-fifth annual meeting of the Society was held at 14 Beacon 
Street, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 11 and 12, 1905. 
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The annual banquet was held on the evening of April 12. During the 
evening, the following program was rendered in honor of the one 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the birth of Samuel Hahnemann: 
Invocation, 

William E. Huntington, S.T.D., President of Boston University. 
Greeting from Boston University, 

President Huntington. 

Presentation of Medal by the Society to 
Dr. William H. Watters, of Boston University School of Medicine. 

" Homoeopathy Fifty Years Ago," 

Hiram L. Chase, M.D. 

Address, " The Future of Homoeopathy/ ' 

Eugene H. Porter, M.D., 
Editor of the North American Journal of Homoeopathy. 

The annual business meeting was held at noon on April 12. 

The records of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The reports of the Treasurer and Auditor were read and accepted. 

The report of the Necrologist was accepted. 

The special Hospital Committee was voted more time. 

The report of the Committee on Revision of the By-Laws was 
accepted. 

It was voted by the Society to amend Article XV of the By-Laws 
by inserting the following as Section 1, and making the present text 
of this By-Law, Section 2. The amended By-Law follows : 

"There shall be a Fund Committee of three members, one being 
appointed each year for a term of three years, by the retiring President, 
at the annual meeting. The members shall be reappointed, when 
deemed expedient, to conduce to permanency. The committee 
shall make a report at the annual meeting and recommend, for ap- 
proval by the Society, such uses of the income of the fund as it deems 
most advantageous; preferably as a prize for original work in medi- 
cine, or an aid in investigations, or for the relief of members in mis- 
fortune. Only a portion of the income shall be used, in order that the 
fund may increase from year to year. Neither principal nor interest 
shall be used for the payment of debts or for the maintenance of the 
Society." 

It was voted to refer back to the Committee on By-Laws the follow- 
ing amended Article XIII of the By-Laws : 

" There shall be a Committee of Publication consisting of the Presi- 
dent, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer, to whom all matter for 
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publication shall be referred, and under whose direction the transac- 
tions of the Society shall be issued annually. 

" This volume shall include the names of the officers, committees, 
appointments, votes and official acts, a list of members and their 
offices and office hours, and the President's address and the annual 
oration. The expense shall not exceed in any year a sum designated 
by the Executive Committee." 

A similar disposition was made of the following: 

" Voted, That the matter of a closer relationship between the state 
society and the several local societies throughout the state be referred 
to the Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, and if such relation- 
ship be considered feasible by the committee, they shall present a plan 
for such union; their report to be made at the next annual meeting." 

(Moved by Dr. E. R. Miller, of Leominster, at the semi-annual 
meeting, October 12, 1904.) 

It was voted to suspend the By-Laws and to adjourn the meeting 
until June 13, 1905, to allow the election of additional candidates at 
that time. 

It was voted to appropriate the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) , 
to be given to the Proving Committee of the American Institute of 
Homoeopathy. 

It was voted to refer the matter of admitting non-graduates to the 
practice of medicine in the state to the Committee on Legislature, 
with instructions to report at the next meeting of the Society. 

It was voted that the matter of the reappointment of Dr. Bowers 
to the State Board of Registration in Medicine be referred to the 
same committee. 

It was voted to memorialize the trustees of the Peter Brigham 
Hospital and propose that it be made a joint staff institution. 

The report of the Committee on Boston University School of Medi- 
cine was accepted. 

The report of the Committee on the Homoeopathic Medical Dis- 
pensary was accepted. 

The report of the Committee on the Westborough Insane Hospital 
and Rutland Sanatorium was accepted. 

The report of the Committee on Registration and Statistics was 
accepted. 

The Fund Committee reported at the annual banquet of the Society, 
on which occasion the chairman, Dr. Herbert C. Clapp, on behalf of 
the Society, presented a gold medal to Dr. William H. Watters in ap- 
preciation of his original work in the preservation and mounting of 
pathological specimens. 
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Report of the Fund Committee. 
Presented at the annual banquet of the Massachusetts Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, on Wednesday evening, April 12, 1905, on 
the occasion of the presentation of a gold medal to Dr. William H. 
Watters, by H. C. Qapp, M.D., chairman of the committee. 

Mr. President: On the recommendation of the Fund Committee, 
which I here represent, the Society voted last October to present to 
Dr. William H. Watters its gold medal as a testimonial of its high 
appreciation of his valuable original work in devising a new method of 
preparing anatomical and pathological specimens, so as to secure a 
permanent preservation of their natural color, general appearance, and 
proper relations. The specimens are so prepared as to allow of easy 
demonstration and careful examination in class work. 

The method was first introduced in 1901, and the first public ex- 
hibition was made before this Society in April, 1902. 

In June, 1902; by request, eighty-eight specimens were exhibited 
before the American Medical Association at its meeting in Saratoga, 
attracting much attention, and received warm praise from the journals 
of the old school. The Journal of the American Medical Association, 
for instance, stated on November 29: 

" Too much cannot be said in- praise of this collection or of this 
method of mounting tissues for teaching purposes," etc. 

So much was it appreciated, that Dr. Watters was urged to send 
another to the meeting of the same society in Atlantic City in 1904. 

It received a gold medal at the World's Fair in St. Louis, in the same 
year. Specimens have been sent to McGill University, Montreal, to 
the ancient London Pathological Society and to the British Homoeo- 
pathic Society, and a collection is now on its way to the coming 
Exposition in Portland, Ore. 

Before the American Institute of Homoeopathy, it was exhibited at 
Cleveland in 1902, at Boston in 1903, and at Niagara in 1904. 

Everywhere these specimens have been enthusiastically admired, 
They are works of art. So beautiful, so natural, so clean, so easily 
handled, it is a pleasure instead of a task to study natural and dis- 
eased tissues from them. If a school has a good collection, the saving 
of students' time will be enormous. In fact, it would be absolutely 
impossible for any student to see enough autopsies to duplicate such 
information. To this must be added a decided exclusion of nastiness. 
No good student or physician really enjoys the malodorous and 
grewsome part of pathological anatomy, as no good surgeon really gets 
callous to human suffering by frequent contact with it. His scientific 
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zeal enables him to conquer his repulsion for such unpleasant things, 
but he certainly does not hanker for them, and is glad enough to 
reduce their frequency, like any other person of refinement, and feels 
no loss of professional dignity in so doing. Where, however, the 
amenities of life cannot be introduced, for love of science he puts on 
a resolute front and boldly attacks the enemy, come what may. 

We also hope that this recognition of true merit may be an incentive 
to other members of the Society to do their utmost to excel in some 
branch of the art and science of medicine. 

Our committee feels that in bestowing this beautiful gold medal 
on Dr. Watters, the Society is not only honoring him, but is also 
honoring itself, and will later reap its reward in return dividends. 

" Cast thy bread upon the waters : for thou shalt find it after many 
days." Eccles. xi: 1. 

June 13, 1905. 

An adjourned meeting of the Society was held at the Boston Univer- 
sity School of Medicine on June 13, 1905, for the purpose of electing 
new members. 

October 10, 11, 1905. 

The sixty-fifth semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at 
14 Beacon Street, Tuesday and Wednesday, October 10 and 11, 1905. 

The business meeting was held on October 11, at 12.30 p.m. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The report of the special Hospital Committee was accepted. 

It was voted that the recommendations therein be laid upon the 
table until the next meeting of the Society. 

The report of the Committee on* Legislation was accepted. 

It was voted to empower the committee to obtain necessary legal 
services, the expense to be born by the Society. 

It was voted that the Committee on Legislation confer with a similar 
committee of the Massachusetts Medical Society in regard to joint 
action in securing legislation relative to the exclusion of non-graduates 
from practicing in the state. 

It was voted to authorize the Committee on Legislation to use any 
sum of money up to five hundred dollars ($500) in furthering the 
foregoing. 

April 10, 11, 1906. 

The sixty-sixth annual meeting of the Society was held at 14 Beacon 
Street, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 10 and 11, 1906. 
The annual banquet was held on the evening of April 11. 

The business meeting was held on April 11 at noon. 



46 BUSINESS MEETINGS. 

The records of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The reports of the Treasurer and Auditor were accepted. 

The report of the Necrologist was accepted. 

It was voted to accept a proposed amendment to the By-Laws as 
follows : 

Article VII of the By-Laws shall be amended by inserting after the 
words, " during the year," the following: "During January of each 
year he shall transmit to the Secretary of the American Institute of 
Homoeopathy a complete list of members." 

Dr. Walter Wesselhoeft read a communication to the Society 
relative to amalgamation with old-school societies. The matter was 
very thoroughly discussed, and the general consensus seemed against 
losing our identity. 

It was voted that the office of Librarian be declared vacant for the 
year. 

It was voted on recommendation of the Fund Committee that 
twenty-five dollars ($25) be appropriated to be used as a contribution 
to the erection of a statue to the late Prof. Ernest Abbe, of Jena. 

The Committee on the Homoeopathic Medical Dispensary reported 
the transfer of that institution to the Massachusetts Homoeopathic 
Hospital. 

The report of the special Hospital Committee was voted taken from 
the table, and was read as follows : 

Boston, May 5, 1905. 

To the Massachusetts Homgeopathic Medical Society : 

Your Committee appointed to confer with the trustees of the Mas- 
sachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital relative to the dismissal of Dr. 
N. W. Emerson, report as follows: 

That this day they were courteously received by the full Committee 
of the Trustees, conferred at length for one and a half hours, and as a 
result of such conference now recommend that the matter be dropped. 
The Board of Trustees request us to express to the state society its 
earnest desire that a more intimate relation be established between 
the two organizations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. H. Calderwood, Chairman, 

Dr. Nathaniel W. Emerson then addressed the Society in justifica- 
tion of his position, and expressed a desire that the whole matter be 
dropped. 

The report of the committee was then accepted. 
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The report of the Committee on By-Laws was accepted, the com- 
mittee recommending conference with the local societies by committee 
as being the best disposition of Dr. Edward R. Miller's motion of Octo- 
ber 12, 1904. 

The committee recommended the amending of Article XIII of the 
By-Laws so as to read as follows : 

"There shall be a Committee of Publication consisting of the 
President, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer, to whom all matter 
for publication shall be referred, and under whose direction the trans- 
actions of the Society shall be issued annually. This volume shall 
include the names of the officers, committees, appointments, votes, 
and official acts, a list of members with their offices and office hours, 
the President's address, the annual oration, the necrologist's report 
and the titles of all papers presented ; the papers themselves and dis- 
cussions thereon to be published in the New England Medical Gazette, 
with the authors' consent. 

" The expense shall not exceed in any year a sum designated by 
the Executive Committee. ,, 

Dr. T. M. Strong, on behalf of the Committee on Legislation, reported 
in substance that owing to a failure on the part of the representatives 
of the three state societies to agree as to the expediency of advocating 
at this time the measure before the General Court, it was voted by 
the committee to ask permission to withdraw the bill from further 
consideration. 

The report of the Committee on Legislation was then accepted. 
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1902 to 1906. 
April 8, 1902. 
I. Etiology and Pathology of the Arthritic Diseases. Charles L. 
Nichols, M.D. North American Journal of HomcBO'pathy, 
November, 1902. 
II. The Urine in Arthritic Diseases. J. Bergen Ogden, M.D., New 
York City. New England Medical Gazette, June, 1902. 

III. Diet in Arthritic Diseases. Wm. H. Van Der Burg, M.D., New 

York City. Hahnemannian Monthly, July, 1902. 

IV. A Study of Some Anti-Arthritic Remedies. Dr. Richard 

Hughes, Albury, England. New England Medical Gazette, 
June, 1902. 
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April 7, 1903. 
I. Tubercular Adenitis. Carl Crisand, M.D. New England Medi- 
cal Gazette, September, 1903. 
II. The Relationship of Morbid Conditions of the Nose and Naso- 
pharynx to Affections of the Middle Ear. Elmon R. Johnson, 
M.D. The Medical Student, April, 1903. 

April 13, 1904. 
I. Some Problems in Preventive Medicine. J. Arnold Rockwell, 

M.D. (Not published.) 
II. Pleurisy. George L. Van Deursen, M.D. New England Medi- 
cal Gazette, September, 1904. 

III. A Clinical Case. Mary S. Hornby-Frost, M.D. (Not published.) 

IV. Mechanical Vibratory Stimulation. Guy B. Stearns, M.D., 

New York. New England Medical Gazette, August, 1904. 

April 12, 1905. 

I. Basic Pulmonary Tuberculosis. Herbert C. Clapp, M.D., and 

Geo. N. Lapham, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, August, 

1905. 

II. Early Symptoms of Tubercular Lesions of the Bones. George 

H. Earl, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, October, 1905. 

III. Laboratory Suggestions. Orville R. Chadwell, M.D. New 

England Medical Gazette, June, 1905. 

IV. Difficulties in Early Diagnosis of Phthisis. Percy G. Browne, 

M.D. New England Medical Gazette, October, 1905. 

April 11, 1906. 
I. Medical Treatment of Diarrhceic Conditions. Grace Stevens, 

M.D. New England Medical Gazette, August, 1906. 
II. Cancer Following Traumatism: Report of a Case. John P. 
Rand, M.D. Progress, May, 1906. 

III. Diet in Intestinal Diseases. Elwyn W. Capen, M.D. New 

England Medical Gazette, August, 1906. 

IV. Causes and Diagnosis of Intestinal Obstruction. Robert F. 

Hovey, M.D. 
V. Intestinal Irrigation in Diarrhceic Conditions. Elmer H. Cope- 
land, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, August, 1906. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON OBSTETRICS. 

1902 to 1906. 
April 9, 1902. 
I. The Care of the Pregnant Woman. George H. Earl, M.D. 
II. Dangers from Uterine Fibroids during the Pregnant and Partu- 
rient States. Sarah S. Windsor, M.D. (Not published.) 
III. A Review of the Work of the Maternity Department of the 
Homoeopathic Medical Dispensary for the Year Ending March 
1, 1902. Clarence Crane, M.D. (Not published.) 

April 8, 1903. 
I. Pelvimetry. George H. Earl, M.D. 
II. Puerperal Infection. J. Emmons Briggs, M.D. New England 

Medical Gazette, July, 1903. 
III. Management of the Third Stage of Labor. Henry H. Amsden, 
M.D. (Not published.) 

April IS, 1904. 
I. Glycosuria in Pregnancy. William H. Waiters, M.D. Homoeo- 
pathic Journal of Obstetrics and Pediatrics, September, 1904. 
II. A Post-Partum Fever Due to Other Causes than Sepsis. James 
F. Bothfeld, M.D. Journal of Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Pediatrics, May, 1904. 

April 12, 1905. 
I. Obstetrical Asepsis in Hospital and Private Practice. Edwin 
W. Smith, M.D. Journal of Obstetrics, Surgery and Gynecology, 
July, 1905. 
II. The Use of the Pelvimeter in General Obstetrical Practice. Edwin 
P. Ruggles, M.D. North American Journal of Homoeopathy, 
February, 1906. 
III. Avoidable Conditions Following Labor. Eliza B. Cahill, M.D. 
(Not published.) 

April 11, 1906. 
I. An Interesting Case of Twins. Carl Crisand, M.D. (Not 
published.) 
II. Diet in Gestation. J. Arnold Rockwell, M.D. (Not published.) 
III. Clinical Report of Cases of Eclampsia. George H. Earl, M.D. 
New England Medical Gazette, June, 1906. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON DISEASES OF CHILDREN. 

1902 to 1906. 
April 9, 1902. 
I. Etiology and Symptomatology of Rachitis. Mary R. Lakeman, 

M.D. (Not published.) 
II. Pathology and Treatment of Rachitis. Frank A. Gardner, 

M.D. (Not published.) 
III. Surgical Aspects of Rachitis. George E. May, M.D. (Not 
published.) 

April 8, 1903. 
I. Hygiene for the Modern Infant. Alice H. Bassett, M.D. (Not 

published. 
II. What should the School Do for Defective Children? Alfred C. 
Thompson', Superintendent of Schools, Wakefield, Mass. (Not 
published.) 

III. Congenital Dislocation of the Hip, and Its Treatment by the 

Lorenz Method. Horace Packard, M.D. 

IV. Malaria in Children. Charles E. Montague, M.D. The Medi- 

cal Student, May, 1903. 

April 12, 1904. 
I. Grandparents in the Scheme of Heredity. John P. Sutherland, 

M.D. North American Journal of Homoeopathy, June, 1904. 
II. A Bit of Philosophy. Fred S. Piper, M.D. North American 
Journal of Homoeopathy, July, 1904. 

III. The Relation of Birth-rate to Growth-rate. Edward M. Hart- 

well, M.D. 

IV. The Mental and Moral Significance of Puberty. Grace E. Cross, 

M.D. New England Medical Gazette, June, 1904. 
V. Development of the Normal Chest. David P. Butler, M.D. 
(Not published.) 

April 11, 1905. 
I. The Manifestations of Hereditary Syphilis in Childhood. Irving 

Townsend, M.D., New York. New England Medical Gazette, 

August, 1905. 
II. Gymnastics as a Therapeutic Agent. Helen S. Childs, M.D. 

New England Medical Gazette, August, 1905. 
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III. Antitoxine from a Homoeopathic Standpoint. F. Mason Padel- 

ford, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, October, 1905. 

IV. The Necessity for the Early. Treatment of Strabismus. Albert 

E. Cross, M.D. North American Journal of Homoeopathy, 
August, 1905. 
V. Some Points in the Sequelae of Contagious Diseases. Jeannib O. 
Arnold, M.D. North American Journal of Homoeopathy, 
March, 1906. 

VI. Report of a Case of Acetanilid Poisoning in an Infant. Henry 
H. Amsden, M.D. (Not published.) 

April 10, 1906. 

I. The Family Physician and the Child. Herbert E. Maynard, 

M.D. (Not published.) 
II. The Specialist and the Child. Carroll C. Burpee, M.D. 
III. The Future Ideal of Dentistry. Mary E. Allyne, D.D.S. (Not 
published.) 



REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON INSANITY AND NERVOUS 
DISEASES. 

1902 to 1906. 
April 8, 1902. 

I. Mental Disturbances from Hysterectomy. Horace Packard, 

M.D. The Medical Student, April, 1902. 
II. A Hopeful Phase of Mental Diseases. Ellen M. Keith, M.D. 
The Medical Student, May, 1902. 
III. Post Operative Neurasthenia. Frank C. Richardson, M.D. 
New England Medical Gazette, June, 1903. 

April 7, 1903. 

I. Mental Training of the Feeble Minded. Edward P. Colby, M.D. 

New England Medical Gazette, June, 1903. 
II. Training in Responsibility. Ellen L. Keith, M.D. (Not 

published.) 
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April 13, 1904. 
I. A Case of Insanity Cured by Trephining the SkpU. George S. 
Adams, M.D. North American Journal of Homoeopathy, June, 
1904. 

II. Electro-Diagnosis of Traumatic Back. Frank C. Richardson, 

M.D. New England Medical Gazette, July, 1904. 
III. An Unusual Case of Epilepsy Characterized by Rather Long 
Periods of Vigilambulism and Amnesia. Henry I. Klopp, M.D. 
(Not published.) 

April 12, 1905. 
I. Epilepsy in Childhood. Everett Flood, M.D. Superintend- 
ent State Hospital for Epileptics. New England Medical 
Gazette, July, 1905. 
II. Nervous Diseases Treated by Electricity. Fred Strong, M.D.,. 
Professor of Electro-Therapeutics, Tufts Medical School. (Not 
published.) 



REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON SURGERY. 

1902 to 1906. 
October 8, 1902. 
Surgical Clinic at the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital. 
I. Inguinal Hernia. William F. Wesselhoeft, M.D. 
II. Appendicitis — Interval Operation. James B. Bell, M.D. 

III. Edebohl's Operation for Nephritis. Horace Packard, M.D. 

IV. Uterine Fibroid — Abdominal Hysterectomy. Winfield Smith,. 

M.D. 

V. Carcinoma of Pylorus. J. Emmons Briggs, M.D. 

October 7, 1903. 
I. Report of the Work at the Burrage Hospital. George H. Earl,. 

M.D. 
II. Some Observations in Surgical Clinics Abroad. Alberta S. 
Boomhower-Guibord, M.D. (Not published.) 

III. Prostatectomy: Its Present Position and Outlook. James B. 

Bell, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, November, 1903. 

IV. Interesting Cases. Winslow B. French, M.D. (Not pub- 

lished.) 
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October 12, 1904. 
I. Some of the Advantages of a Private Hospital. J. Frank Trull, 

M.D. (Not published.) 
II. Kelly's Method of Ventro-Suspension. George E. May, M.D. 

(Not published.) 
III. Some Thoughts on Gall Stones. Henry A. Whitmarsh, M.D. 
(Not published.) 

October 11, 1905. 
I. Variations in the Symptoms of Appendicitis. Charles T. 
Howard, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, December, 1905. 
II. Procidentia Recti, with Radical Operation for Relief. Frederick 
W. Halsey, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, December, 
1905. 
III. Meckel's Diverticulum. William F. Wesselhoeft, M.D. 



REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON GYNECOLOGY. 

1902 to 1906. 
October 7, 1902. 

I. Pathological Conditions of the Ovary. William H. Waiters, 

M.D. (Not published.) 
II. Possibilities of the X-Ray in Pathological Conditions in Pelvic 

Organs. Benjamin T. Loring, M.D. (Not published.) 

October 11, 1904. 

I. Perineal Repairs by the Use of Buried Sutures. James B. Bell, 

M.D. North American Journal of Homoeopathy, April, 1905. 
II. Conservative Operation upon the Ovaries. G. Forrest Martin, 

M.D. North American Journal of Homceopathy, April, 1905. 
III. Local Applications in Pelvic Diseases. Eliza B. Cahill, M.D. 
(Not published.) 

October 11, 1905. 
I. Uterine Myoma as a Complication in Pregnancy. J. Emmons 
Briggs, M.D. Journal of Surgery, Gynecology and Obstetrics, 
January, 1906. 
II. Sub-Involution of the Uterus. George R. Southwick, M.D.; 
M.R.C.S. (Not published.) 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON MATERIA MEDICA. 

1902 to 1906. 
October 8, 1902. 

I. Some Fragmentary Thoughts Concerning Conium Maculatum. 
Frederick B. Percy, M.D. 

II. Medication in Nervous Diseases of Functional Origin. Frank- 
lin S. Wilcox, M.D. (Not published.) 

III. Medical Care of Woman from Conception to Lactation. Plumb 

Brown, M.D. (Not published.) 

IV. Remedies in Some Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. Maurice 

W. Turner, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, January, 
1905. 

V. Heart Remedies. John P. Rand, M.D. North American Jour- 
nal of Homoeopathy, April, 1903. 

October 7, 1903. 

I. Clinical Evidence: Its Necessity and Its Conditions. A. H. 
Tompkins, M.D. (Not published.) 

II. Reprovings of the Homoeopathic Materia Medica should Repre- 
sent Artificial Diseases. Horace M. Paine, M.D. 

October 12, 1904. 

I. Phosphoric Acid in Diabetes of Young Subjects. Edmund H. 

Packer, M.D. (Not published.) 
II. Colchicine. Edward E. Allen, M.D. New England Medical 
Gazette, December, 1904. 

October 10, 1906. 

A General Discussion of the Dynamic Power op Drugs and'the 
Future of the Homoeopathic Materia Medica. 
The meeting was addressed by several prominent therapeutists, 

after which the discussion became general. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON OPHTHALMOLOGY, OTOLOGY, 
RHINOLOGY AND LARYNGOLOGY. 

1902 to 1906. 
October 7, 1902. 
I. An Unusual Case. George A. Suffa, M.D. 
II. The Lingular Tonsil. Thomas M. Strong, M.D. New England 
Medical Gazette, November, 1902. 
III. Eye Strain from Unbalanced Recti Muscles. David W. Wells, 
M.D. New England Medical Gazette, December, 1902. 

October 6, 1903. 
I. Ocular Analgesics. David W. Wells, M.D. 
II. Treatment of Affections of the Nose and Throat, Conservative 
to the Ear. Elmon R. Johnson, M.D. New England Medical 
Gazette, January, 1904. 
III. Hospital Report. A Year's Clinical Work. N. H. Houghton, 
M.D. (Not published.) 

October 12, 1904. 

I. Report of Cases in Ear Department of the Massachusetts Homoe- 
opathic Hospital. Frederick W. Colburn, M.D. (Not 
published.) 
II. The Faucial Tonsil. George B. Rice, M.B. New England 
Medical Gazette, January, February, and March, 1905. 

October 10, 1905. . 

I. The Care of the Eye by the General Practitioner. John H. Shaw, 

M.D. New England Medical Gazette, November, 1905. 
II. The Care of the Nose and Throat by the General Practitioner. 
W. Newell Emery, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, 
November, 1905. 
III. The Care of the Ear by the General Practitioner. Elmon R. 
Johnson, M.D. New England Medical Gazette, December, 1905. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON DERMATOLOGY, SYPHILOLOGY, 
AND GENITO-URINARY DISEASES. 



October 8, 1902. 

I. Secondary Stage of Syphilis. Orrbn B. Sanders, M.D. (Not 
published.) 
•II. Tertiary Stage of Syphilis. John L. Coffin, M.D. New England 
Medical Gazette, April, 1903. 

October 6, 1903. 

I.* Nerve Syphilis. James Krauss, M.D. North American Journal 
of Homoeopathy, June, 1904. 

October 11, 1904. 

£ I. Urinalysis the Handmaid of Surgery. Horace Packard, M.D. 
Progress, April, 1905. 
ILJUrinalysis; its Value to the General Practitioner. J. Herbert 
Moore, M.D. North American Journal of Homceopathy, March, 
1905. 

III. Some Observations on the Specific Gravity of Urine. John P. 

Sutherland, M.D. (Not published.) 

IV. Indicanuria: A Study. Solomon C. Fuller, M.D. (Not 

published.) 
V. Excretion of Chlorine by the Urine: Its Indications. Harry 
O. Spalding, M.D. (Not published). 

October 11, 1905. 

I. The Chancroid. John H. Urich, M.D. (Not published.) 
II. Sexual Hygiene. Orren B. Sanders, M.D. New England 
Medical Gazette, November, 1905. 

III. Syphilis and Marriage. John L. Coffin, M.D. (Not published.) 

IV. Prostitution and Venereal Diseases. A. Howard Powers, M.D. 

New England Medical Gazette, December, 1905. 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 57 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 



BY GEORGE S. ADAMS, M.D., WESTBOROUGH, MASS. 

Delivered April 9, 1902. 



To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical 
Society : 

In relinquishing the office which you assigned to me a year ago, 
I desire to express my acknowledgment of the honor, and my grate- 
ful appreciation of your kindness and forbearance with my shortcom- 
ings in the discharge of the duties which the position imposed upon me. 

The condition of our society during the past year has not materially 
changed. While we are not able to report a large addition to our 
membership, the interest, individually and collectively, is stronger, 
and the influence and power for good of the association have in no 
degree lessened, while its reputation among its sister societies is of the 
best. 

Death has removed several active members, allusion to which has 
already been made in the report of the necrologist. I cannot refrain, 
however, in this connection from expressing my personal sense of the 
loss of our esteemed colleague, Alonzo Boothby, so able and fearless, 
so earnest and forcible, yet withal very large-hearted and kind. Dr. 
Boothby had an essential and important place in the history and work 
of our society, and of our medical school. His services in the interest 
and advancement of homoeopathy, both in our state and in the nation,, 
are generally acknowledged. His name will long be remembered, and 
his wise counsel missed. 

Medical science in general has advanced in no decreasing march 
during the past twelve months, and homoeopathy as a distinct thera- 
peutical school has maintained the same position of usefulness and 
ratio of progress which have characterized it in former years. One of 
the greatest of discoveries in recent times, the Rontgen ray, in its 
application to the treatment of cancer within a brief period, promises 
most satisfactory and beneficial results, while many other minor dis- 
coveries have been presented for the amelioration and the cure of 
disease. 

No legislation affecting the medical profession has culminated within 
the year, but several measures are now pending in the legislature. 
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The perennial efforts of the opponents of vivisection have been in 
evidence, and several public hearings have been given before com- 
mittee, and the subject has been freely reported by the press. It is 
believed that the present laws will be deemed not incompatible with 
humanity, and that the requirements for medical education and ad- 
vancement will be met. Two bills are now in committee to amend the 
medical registration law. One strikes out entirely the nine sections 
of Chapter 76 of the Revised Laws, that relate to this subject. The 
other bill would permit every one to practice medicine, provided they 
do not append the title M.D. to their names. Happily, this long step 
backward is not likely to be taken. The present law requiring those 
who practice the healing art to have a knowledge of the human body 
and its diseases is entirely right and proper, and I trust and believe 
that no change will be made. 

The old idea that physicians should be excluded from jury duty 
because it was thought that familiarity of suffering would make them 
indifferent to certain phases of it has found its opposite in a bill re- 
quiring that their names be placed upon the jury list. Physicians 
have properly been exempt, as their duties more than those of any 
other profession or calling would make such service burdensome and 
injurious, and physicians should oppose this proposed legislation. 

Much effort has been made to annul the compulsory section of the 
vaccination law ; I hope without success. Smallpox has been widely 
prevalent during the past year, and last year reached in Boston the 
character of an epidemic, which compulsory vaccination has been 
efficient in abating. Surely, the fact that physicians and students to 
the number of one hundred or more have been permitted to study 
smallpox in the hospital for the disease in Boston, after receiving the 
protection of vaccination and without a single case of the disease re- 
sulting, while the only unvaccinated person took the disorder, is 
positive proof of its efficiency. That vaccination may be, and is, 
sometimes carelessly performed, introducing and also permitting in- 
fectious germs to be introduced by lack of after care, is true, but blame 
should not be given to the method itself when properly done under 
such aseptic conditions as are required by modern surgical methods. 

" A homoeopathic physician is one who adds to his knowledge of 
medicine a special knowledge of homoeopathic therapeutics, and 
observes the law of Similia. All that pertains to the great field of 
medical learning is his, by tradition, by inheritance, by right." 

This is the definition of a homoeopathic physician authorized by 
the American Institute of Homoeopathy in 1899, and is to me a most 
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satisfactory one. It is one that makes homoeopathic practice the 
specialty of therapeutics, — not a specialty, but the specialty, and by so 
defining the homoeopathic physician's duties, imposes upon him the 
greatest responsibility for the curative treatment of disease. Surgery 
and preventive medicine alone in results approach homoeopathic 
treatment of diseased conditions and should be considered strictly 
as adjuncts, as should be also considered all other aids in the treat- 
ment of disease. 

In no other class of disease are the benefits of homoeopathy more 
in evidence than in the treatment of mental diseases. The insanities 
are most of them not amenable to curative treatment. Only a small 
fraction can be said to be at all hopeful. Then another portion whose 
recovery should be considered doubtful, and from these two classes 
all our recoveries must come. The history of each homoeopathic 
hospital established shows that in relation to the other insane hospi- 
tals of the same state, the only correct method of comparison, the 
results have shown uniformly more recoveries in the homoeopathic 
institutions. 

A gentleman much interested in the Massachusetts institutions and 
in homoeopathy has had the patience to go over the statistical tables 
of the different insane hospitals of Massachusetts for the hospital year 
just ended, and has called my attention to the results. The figures 
have been verified, and may be considered as correct, and I find some 
of them as worthy of being considered. I present some of the statistics. 
Percentage of reported recoveries admitted : 

Westborough 20.12 

Worcester 15.48 

Taunton 17.30 

Northampton 18.48 

Danvers 10.80 

Some of the recoveries were from alcoholic insanity, a special class. 
Of these there were sent out in number as follows from the different 
hospitals : 

Westborough 10 

Worcester . .40 

Taunton 24 

Northampton .11 

Danvers 37 

an average of 33 per cent, of all recoveries in the four other hospitals, 
while Westborough had as recovered but 15 per cent, of this class. 
The average per cent, of recoveries in these four hospitals, after deduct- 
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ing the alcoholic recoveries, was 9.32. Of Westborough, 18.69. That 
the Westborough hospital did not discharge as recovered cases not so 
discharged by the other hospitals is shown by the table " Relapsed 
Cases," that is, those afterwards returned. Of these there were of 
recovered cases the following percentages: 

Dan vers .34 

Westborough 39 

Worcester 40 

Taunton 42 

Northampton 51 

showing that the relapsed cases were not excessive among the West- 
borough recoveries. 

Even a better showing than this would be made did we consider that 
twenty-eight voluntary cases were admitted to Westborough, and 
reported as not insane, while only one each was admitted to two of 
the other hospitals. These favorable results are not confined to the 
Westborough hospital alone. It has been, and is being, secured in 
Middletown and Gowanda, N. Y., and in Fergus Falls, Minn., the three 
other leading homoeopathic insane hospitals in the country, and the 
only other state where the statistical tables are sufficiently full to make 
a fair comparison. 
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BY NATHANIEL W. EMERSON, M.D., BOSTON, MASS. 

Delivered April 13, 1904. 



Members of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society , Ladies and 
Gentlemen: 
Whoever assumes this office from year to year, from him is demanded 
an address; and it becomes his inexorable duty as well as pleasurable 
privilege to offer such to you, who attune yourselves and listen to a 
preachment, wise or otherwise, upon some topic chosen by the speaker. 
To some the duty may be all duty; but I assure you that it is alone 
in the sense of a privilege that I now address you. And just because 
the duty is a privilege one should be careful to refrain from statements 
other than those most conservative. What is said on this occasion 
carries with it all the rights of a privileged communication; hence 
your president in speaking to you should have carefully weighed and 
selected all he offers, even if he comes, as now do I, with no hope of 
interesting you beyond the passing moment. You go away from 
such an occasion touched somewhat, amused, full of desire and resolve, 
and promptly forget all about it. I doubt if preaching does much 
good to a body made up as this is of individuals who are doers of the 
world's work, who confront facts requiring immediate solution, and 
whose interest in theories is largely academical. With us, when 
the time for action comes, something must be done, not talked about ; 
and when the time for action is past, the utter emptiness and shallow- 
ness of words is so keenly felt that we are then impatient of speech. 
So I have no hope of impressing you, and shall feel well content to 
have held your polite attention for a brief moment, making no attempt 
and having no desire to do more than this. Influence most of value 
must come from the life lived hour by hour and day by day beside you, 
where you can see the consistency and steadfastness of it, and where 
integrity of purpose dominates the oft mistaken act. While all 
subjects are open to one, you should and do expect a word directly 
concerning homoeopathy, and although you have listened to discourse 
after discourse on this topic presented to you with wit of high degree 
and earnestness incomparable, yet there always remains something 
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more to be said ; therefore, in drawing attention again to homoeopathy, 
it is not for the purpose of making extravagant claims on its behalf 
and thus injuring it by intemperate laudation, but rather to suggest 
somewhat its limitations. Like all things else from immemorial 
times, homoeopathy lives or dies according to its worth. If it is true 
and is a law, it will live; if there is no principle behind it and it 
owes its importance to the fact of the lack of principle of other systems 
of practice, it lives only through the weakness of others and not through 
its own inherent strength. Personally, I believe it stands alone; 
that it was never more needed in the history of the world than at 
present; that its opportunities of to-day are greater than ever before; 
and that what it needs more than anything else is clear and farsighted 
men and women to teach its correlation to the times; also, that its 
apostles and disciples must recognize in themselves and for each other, 
and teach to their fellows, that it has limitations and is circumscribed ; 
that enthusiasm should be tempered by judgment; and that intem- 
perance of speech backed by incompetency of action, no matter how 
cleverly applied, makes a poor champion. The times have changed 
and do change, and we change with them, consciously or unconsciously ; 
but can any one tell in what particular they have ever changed so far 
as the application of homoeopathy is concerned? Nothing of modern 
science has touched the truth or falsity of the law, and the great 
discoveries which have revolutionized most branches of medicine 
have left homoeopathy as a law of practice absolutely unchanged and 
unmodified in any slightest particular. Greater comprehensiveness, 
however, of our viewpoint to-day shows more clearly, it seems to me, 
the circumscription of what is meant by homoeopathy; not as applied 
to the individual remedy and its application, but as applied to the 
whole sphere of homoeopathy. 

I do not mean to weary you with a resume^ more or less complete, 
of the restrictions surrounding homoeopathy, but rather hope, and 
consciously intend, to try to be suggestive to you and to urge you to 
think. Is not homoeopathy degenerating here in New England? 
Should there not be a class coming up to take the place of the old 
timers? Should there not be three of such a class where there was 
formerly one? And is it not also a fact that where there is one of 
such promise now, thirty years ago there were three? We have men 
and women as able, or even more able, in some directions, but have 
we such as earnest for the principle? These older men and women 
were true reformers ably led, and counted no sacrifice in advance of 
its arrival. They believed what they practiced. It has been my 
good fortune, as well as that of some present contemporary with 
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myself, to be brought up by them, so to speak, and to be bred in the 
best traditions, not only of our profession at large, but of our particu- 
lar branch of it. More than that, we were schooled in all that makes 
for local traditions. The best of us were picked men who were taught 
to carry on and advance what was handed over to us. We were not 
expected to sit down under the benefits to accrue from the sacrifices 
of our predecessors, but to be as willing as were they to make the 
good of the whole the first thing in our professional lives; and so I 
attempt in my own inadequate way, not only to pay tribute to those 
who have preceded me, but to acknowledge my great debt to 
them. 

The times have changed and are changing, and we are changing 
with them ; but our heritage is unchanged. It is the same. Hence, 
as we adapt ourselves to the times, we need not be faithless to what 
has been taught us. The whole world is ours, and we are right in 
taking the best that has been offered. We cannot take more than 
we have given ourselves when we realize what homoeopathy has done 
for all medicine, no matter by whom given, and in so far has been an 
inestimable boon. We should be alive and up-to-date, and ready to 
use any means proper for our purpose; but we should be consistent 
and think over and ponder those means. The older men were fitted 
to their times. They sometimes seem to us, and doubtless seem more 
so to some of you younger men, narrow and limited and restricted. 
We must go back of them to estimate their worth; then we see that 
they were giants. What they did, however, we need accept only in 
part, the part which fits our present circumstances; just as what we 
are doing will necessarily be rejected by our followers in part, but the 
principles left to us are as good to-day as formerly, and will be better 
still as time goes on. These selected things are the ones to cleave 
to, to make the backbone of our individual medical structure about 
which all else must be built. Attach to this frame what you will and 
reject what you will until its use to you is determined, but always 
remember the frame and foundation. Do we always remember? 
I think not. At times like this it is easy to enthuse, to speak epigrams 
and platitudes alike, to follow our momentary leader, to think unutter- 
able things, and to be sure we are equal to the big things of life, to 
not one of which shall we henceforth prove adequate. But it is not 
to this quality in you I desire to appeal. I want to touch the founda- 
tion things in you to help you to keep to the mark during the weary 
rounds of duty when tired, harassed, depressed, and discouraged, to 
help you at your weakest to realize what this all means to you, and 
to make you then see that principle is before practice. 
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As to the prescribing of the day, it is deplorable. In our own school y 
compound tablets take the place of study, and the purists are passing 
away. By purists I do not mean high potentists, although the latter 
seem sometimes to sequester the name ; the potency has nothing to do 
with the purity, and no one may be purer in prescription than he who 
uses tinctures only. But I wish to urge strongly against the various 
compounds now so largely in use. It is opposed alike to the spirit 
and the facts of homoeopathy, and is an utterly ridiculous state of 
affairs from the standpoint of experience. In effect it is claimed (and 
when you use the compound prescription you grant it) that somebody, 
of whom you know nothing, can in his laboratory combine certain 
medicines, about which you are supposed to know everything, and 
give you directions for you to use them better than you can use these 
individual drugs yourself. Perhaps this is so, but you should be 
ashamed to acknowledge it. Is that the teaching of the masters? 
But this lapse is nothing compared to the newer pharmacy of the day 
from the standpoint of the predominant school ; one's office is flooded 
with literature filled with remedies without number, most seductively 
presented, and each and every one a specific. 

To illustrate: there are offered innumerable remedies pronounced 
specifics, and accompanied by literature containing the most positive 
statements, statements such as should be made only after an accu- 
mulation and verification of the most experienced results. The fashion 
of the day is such that the various fantastic names which accompany 
them are, many of them, and indeed most of them, names born of 
imagination, and as artificially constructed as are many of the remedies. 
At the present time many of them begin with the prefix " anti," the 
rest of the name usually consisting of a word to indicate the nature 
of its supposed specific qualities. Again, the terminations " in " 
and " ine " are favorites, until no end of such remedies are not only 
in use but are constantly being multiplied, and are even put forth 
as a " new materia medica." Briefly analyze with me some of the 
matter found in only two mail deliveries. 

Among many other things offered is a specific for arterio-sclerosis ; 
for this it is highly commended and its formula is then given; and 
after the formula it naively says, " The action of the glycerophosphate 
of lime which it contains is certainly desirable in these affections." 
When we recall what arterio-sclerosis stands for, is it not incompre- 
hensible why such a combination can possibly appeal to a mind 
supposed to be instructed in such matters? 

We are all cognizant of the group of remedies known as the coal-tar 
derivatives, and if experience has taught anything, it has taught that 
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they are not only unreliable, but most dangerous. There can be no 
question about their powerful effect. Many of them owe their use to 
their influence over pain, and while it is true that they do stop pain in 
many cases, the harm done in other ways is inestimable. Their 
effects upon the heart are unmistakable, and I believe they are respon- 
sible for the greater frequency of sudden and unexpected deaths of 
modern times, some of which are not easy of explanation. Also, 
" heart failure " was a term becoming most commonly used, and apply- 
ing to such conditions, until its use was practically forbidden by refusal 
of boards of health and insurance companies to accept this as a cause 
of death. 

Personally, I believe the use of most of these drugs like phenacetin, 
antipyrin, antifebrin, antikamnia, and many others, should be posi- 
tively forbidden except upon the prescription of a physician, and 
also that it should be forbidden to fill prescription but once. 

Further, I am of the opinion that the sum of all the harm done by 
these coal-tar products, even as used by the profession, infinitely 
exceeds the sum of all the good. The best men and women of the old 
school are constantly sounding the warning that the use of these 
products is harmful both in relation to present illnesses as well as 
prospective ones. Then why should we be tempted to use them? I 
lost a case recently from a most simple operation and in a way inex- 
plicable to me until I learned, post-mortem, that the patient had 
taken ten grains of trional every day for nearly three years. Her 
" heart failure " and sudden death were then all explained, when 
the trional was withdrawn and she was submitted to a physical 
crisis. 

Each prominent drug house issues advertisements varying in form, 
carefully stating that they are " for the medical profession only," and 
you are earnestly requested to avoid substitutes, until one would 
suppose that the only salvation for profession and laity alike con- 
sisted in firm allegiance to those whose stuff you are reading. 

From one of them we are assured that certain tablets " will cover 
a large field of usefulness to physicians for prescribing; when the 
indications are for a prescription to correct conditions due to asthenia, 
neurasthenia or nerve exhaustion, whether the result of debilitating 
diseases or excesses, we have in these tablets a remedy which will 
give satisfactory results." Its composition is then given, showing 
a combination of six powerful drugs, and of course the resulting 
mixture must make a stable compound whose results cannot fail 
to be satisfactory. Why, one does not even know how much a tablet 
contains of any single ingredient, nor how much he is prescribing! 
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We are assured that a certain pill is a specific for rheumatism and gout, 
and seven facts are given in support of it, as follows: 

1. " Each preparation in this formula has been carefully selected and 
so arranged and combined as to reinforce the action of the other, 
without producing the many unpleasant conditions, usually associated 
with other salicylic compounds." ' 

2. "It does not disorder the stomach, but, on the contrary, by its 
tonic action, improves digestion and favors assimilation." 

3. "It produces a rapid elimination of the irritating elements from 
the blood." 

4. " Its alterative action tends to restore functional activity of the 
altered structure." 

5. "It prevents pathological changes in the heart and joints, if 
administered early, and continued until all symptoms have subsided." 

6. " By its general tonic action, supports the system." 

7. " Prevents any tendency to constipation." 

And the " seven facts " recorded are to take the place of indica- 
tions for a remedy. One does not even know the proportions of 
the various ingredients. 

Another one, under the caption of the " new materia medica," gives 
a list of " meritorious preparations recently added to our list," among 
which I select two or three for examples. 

One, a syrup, we are assured is " more extensively used than ever 
in the treatment of syphilis, tuberculosis, skin diseases, and chronic 
maladies generally," and then follows its composition of eight ingre- 
dients, potassium iodide, of course, being included. 

This is like an old blunderbuss loaded with a few slugs and a handful 
of nails of assorted sizes and anything else happening to lie at hand. 
No human mind could analyze the effects, prospective or actual, of 
such a prescription as this. 

Another, headed " A timely therapeutic suggestion," is composed of 
eight ingredients, several of which are among the most potent of the 
materia medica, and should be prescribed definitely and with great 
care. 

And the strange part of it is that every one of these recommendations 
is supported by letters from physicians who sign themselves M.D. 
One could go on and multiply the foregoing examples by the thousand 
and not exhaust the field. Can anything be more ridiculous than 
such prescribing? And can any human mind find anything satisfying 
in it? 

These combinations must be prescribed with sufficient frequency to 
warrant their being made, and indeed the sale must be large, else there 
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cuuld not be such liberal advertising. These are examples of the 
advertisements and prescriptions of to-day, but they were entirely 
different a year ago, as they will be entirely different one year hence. 
How, then, can any system which favors such polyglot pharmacy as 
this become cumulative? And it is because of what must be largely 
a practice of the times that I say there never was so much need of all 
that homoeopathy stands for as there is to-day. Did homoeopathy 
stand forth aggressively for the single remedy, it could and would be 
successful upon this issue alone. Were that its whole stock in trade, 
it were reason enough for it to exist and be aggressive ; but we know 
that this is the least of its assets, that under it as a system what 
we acquire is for all times and circumstances, that our knowledge 
is cumulative, and, while I grant you that a lifetime of experience 
brings but little real knowledge, that little in materia medica is un- 
changed and unchanging. Moreover, the people themselves turn to 
simple ways and want them. Did we lead, they would follow. In- 
stead of too carefully trying to please, did we boldly teach and domi 
nate, a ready response would be given by the laity. 

In no way is degeneration shown more certainly than in the changes 
taking place, and already accomplished, in our hospital. This insti- 
tution was a creation of the profession, it had its inception among us, 
and its accomplishment up to a certain point was ours, and the point 
of accomplishment arrived at by us was the very height of its value 
from the professional standpoint. It was founded chiefly for two 
purposes. The first idea was to forward the cause of homoeopathy 
by taking advantage of all the possibilities offered by a hospital con- 
trolled by the profession to show what homoeopathy could do. Do 
I need to ask if it succeeded? Has any one factor done more to help 
you individually than our hospital? Were I capable of eloquence, I 
could grow eloquent over it, and all that it has done. Not only is its 
record beyond compare, but the record may be placed beside that of 
any other hospital in the whole world, and in it you will find nothing 
requiring excuse or apology. It has been and is the ready and ade- 
quate helper of every one of you when in need. Aside from this 
primary idea, it had also as a cause for being the foundation of a 
hospital for the care of the sick where ideal conditions could be estab- 
lished, and where everything should be carried out solely with this 
object in view. Its conduct was by men thoroughly in accord, who 
subordinated everything to the common good, who sacrificed them- 
selves and all they had, and counted no such sacrifice a cost. As 
success came, they met this bigger opportunity with adequate prepa- 
ration for it, and were always ready to take advantage of all that 



68 PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

comes from being equal to an opportunity. No little of the success 
of the hospital is due to their wisdom in choosing associates who were 
selected for fitness and merit, and after proved worth. Tradition 
was handed to them by example, and medico-politics were entirely 
unknown; small personalities were unheard of, and men often of most 
incongruous tastes met on a common ground with confidence in each 
other and a true mutual esteem. Is it to be wondered at that they 
succeeded in establishing possibly the finest hospital of its day in all the 
wide world? Yet how is it now? Is the hospital still the finest? Is 
it conducted as a support and forwarder of the principles you repre- 
sent? To all this one must regretfully say no; and I claim the right 
for as many reasons as any man living can present, to point out its 
deterioration. I believe it is lost to the profession, and you must 
realize it. Medical men are no longer in its councils except as they 
are paid for being there. Principles, such as founded this hospital, 
are unknown; and commercialism pure and simple in its affairs is 
the rule of the hour. Instead of picked and trained men for vacant 
or newly created positions, complacent ones are wanted and are never 
hard to find; and instead of commendation and encouragement for 
merit, assurances of one's uselessness are given, and that no one is 
so valuable that his place could not be filled over night. It is no 
longer 'an institution of homoeopathy, but a great business place 
conducted for revenue. As vacancies occur, they are filled by those 
who know absolutely nothing of what the creation of this hospital 
meant ; the traditions are gone. Vacancies in heads of nursing depart- 
ments are filled by those from a distance, bred in alien hospitals, who 
by their training are outside of our ways and spirit. Our masters 
are business men who know absolutely nothing either of professional 
instincts or professional aspirations. 

The business affairs of the hospital should be in the hands of business 
men, but its medical and surgical affairs should be in the hands of its 
medical men, whose word should be law in such matters. They should 
choose their own associates, and when the trustees of any hospital 
refuse confirmation of nominees of its medical staff and place thereon 
men of their own choosing, irrespective of fitness and without the 
knowledge of the medical men responsible for its welfare, can there 
help resulting a sacrifice of efficiency, of esprit, and of the best results?" 

Philanthropy which spends itself in fine words and adequately and 
sufficiently refined expressions to fit all aspects of charity, is and always 
has been master of the philanthropy which does not know itself as 
such and only knows how to fit to the individual the exact requirements 
of his need, irrespective of personal sacrifice. 
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BY FREDERICK P. BATCHELDER, M.D., BOSTON, MASS. 

Delivered April 12, 1905. 



Members of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, Ladies 
and Gentlemen: 

When last we met in annual meeting few, if any of us, foresaw the 
special significance and memorable character of our gathering this 
evening in celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
-of the birth of Samuel Hahnemann. Few — indeed, but two — of the 
present members of our society were in active service on the one 
hundredth anniversary of Hahnemann's birth. 

Many of the intervening years have been characterized by events 
of unusual character more than the society year just closing, yet 
none have witnessed such a status of homoeopathy and such a repre- 
sentative gathering as this. 

We are celebrating the birth of the illustrious discoverer of the 
law, u Similia similibus curantur," who during his career had no hint 
that the truths he uttered would find lodgment and receive such 
fostering care and attain such fruition in a land remote from his own ; 
nor did he fully realize to what an extent the homoeopathic practice 
of medicine would bless and gladden the lives and homes of multitudes 
of his fellow men. 

During the past year our attention has been fixed upon the eastern 
continent, where not individuals, but nations, have waged a conflict, 
very unlike that which took place when Hahnemann announced to 
the world the truth which we accept as the law of cure, and yet the 
intolerance manifested at the close of the eighteenth century by the 
medical men and pharmacists in Germany and by the dominant power 
in that great land of the North, at the beginning of this twentieth 
century, are striking illustrations of the fact that might does not 
always make right. 

How little we realize to-night, surrounded as we are on every hand 
by comfort and plenty and the helpful associations of such a body 
as this, what privations and hardships the beloved Hahnemann . 
endured because of his whole-souled devotion to truth, and his pro- 
found desire to help his fellow creatures. 
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Would that every member of this society could go home and care- 
fully peruse Bradford's " life of Hahnemann." Would that we all 
might to-night take a fresh grasp of the significance of what Hahne- 
mann enunciated in the preface to the first edition of the " Organon," 
when he said: 

" I must warn the reader that indolence, love of ease and obstinacy 
preclude effective service at the altar of truth, and only freedom from 
prejudice and untiring zeal qualify for the most sacred of all human 
occupations, the practice of the true system of medicine. 

" The physician who enters on his work in this spirit becomes 
directly assimilated to the Divine Creator of the world, whose human 
creatures he helps to preserve, and whose approval renders him thrice 
blessed." 

Colleagues and friends, let us on this anniversary occasion take these 
inspiring thoughts as our watchword, and then, whatever the future 
of homoeopathy, truth, which is eternal, shall prevail, and even 
though our names and the institutions we represent and love be 
forgotten, our efforts will have aided in the promotion of that which 
lay close to the heart of Hahnemann, and of every great and good 
man all down the centuries that are past. 

Hahnemann cherished the life and example of One who, like him- 
self, often found " not where to lay his head," and in his writings 
renders allegiance to Him who once walked this earth and was truly 
called the Great Physician. 

In this age of bustle and competition, when the love of gold seems 
so often to overshadow the love for our Creator and our fellow men, 
it is well that we pause and remember and ponder the life of the son 
of the porcelain painter and emulate his devotion. 

Let me remind you of the stated object of our society, found in 
Article I of our By-Laws: 

" The development of the materia medica by proving drugs upon 
the systems of men and animals ; the administering of medicines thus 
proved, in accordance with the formula, similia similibus curantur; 
the encouragement of special studies and reports calculated to improve 
its members in the collateral branches of medicine." 

Permit me also to remind you of another important fact. There 
is one among us, a former president of this society, whose devotion 
to these very principles has led him to plan out and conduct, through 
his associates, the first scientific re-proving of one of the best known 
remedies in the materia medica. 

My colleagues, let us rally about him, and in every way in our power 
seek to promote the successful carrying out of the established plan 
as embodied in the incorporated Institute of Drug Proving of the 
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American Institute of Homoeopathy for the continued re-proving of 
other drugs in the materia medica. 

Is it not high time that we arouse and enthusiastically support this 
work, when in one of the leading regular medical schools of this coun- 
try the students are taught that aconite is of no value whatsoever in 
the treatment of fever, and when the results of the first effort above 
mentioned give such wonderful revelations as to the effects of bella- 
donna upon the healthy human body? 

• We miss at our table the face of one who as president of our society, 
as a beloved and honored teacher of homoeopathic therapeutics in 
Boston University School of Medicine, and an indefatigable student 
and worker, held very dear the principles and practice of homoeopathy, 
and ever sought to impart to his pupils a clear insight into the success- 
ful application of the indicated remedy at the bedside. 

It is impossible for me to add to what you have heard from our 
distinguished guests either as to the past or the remote future of 
homoeopathy, nor need I enumerate the present status of the many 
institutions and organizations identified more or less closely with our 
society, for the report of the Committee on Registration and Statistics 
amply elucidates that. 

We are honored to-night with the presence of many of the senior 
members of our society to whom much of its past success has been 
due, and we, the younger members, can take abundant inspiration 
from them for the present and the immediate future of our society 
and all kindred interests. 

Few of us now present can hope to participate in the celebration 
of Hahnemann's two hundredth anniversary, yet if it be our privilege, 
may we find an abundant fruition from the seed-sowing at the begin- 
ning of this twentieth century. We have, however, the living pres- 
ent, with unusual privileges and opportunities. Shall we younger 
members seize its vantage ground as have our older members in times 
past? It is not with visions or mere ideals that we have to deal, but 
rather with what we can do to-night, to-morrow, and in this coming year. 

What could be more fitting on this anniversary occasion than our 
making not only the general appropriation, but individual contribu- 
tions, as some of our members have already done, to indorse and carry 
forward the good work already begun in the re-proving of the materia 
medica and in furthering the object of the Institute of Drug Proving? 

Further, let us redouble our efforts, and each member bring in at 
least one new member to our society before this year (1905) closes. 

Since membership krone's state medical society is now a requisite 
for membership in the American Institute of Homoeopathy, and since 
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as homoeopathic physicians we are irrevocably enlisted in service, 
let us make sure of giving the present movement for securing new 
members for the Institute our active support. Hand-picked fruit 
always counts, both in value and keeping qualities. Our fellow- 
member, Dr. Henry E. Spalding, chairman of the Committee on New 
Members of the American Institute, believes in this, and let us help 
to swell his list to the utmost. 

Let me remind you that in the year when our society received the 
largest list of new members on record, a large proportion of the appli- 
cations bore the signature of one of its officers. 

The subject of the closer affiliation of the various local societies 
with our own is one that demands the careful thought and cooperation 
of every one of us. As may be expedient, let us seek to further the 
work of the special committee in charge of this. 

Do we realize the many unfilled places where homoeopathic physi- 
cians are wanted all over New England and the eastern states? 

The demand exceeds the supply. Have we not a duty in directing 
the attention of eligible young men and women of our acquaintance 
to the medical profession and to our beloved Boston University School 
of Medicine? The school is greatly to be congratulated on the good 
size and character of the present freshman class. Wanted: Fifty 
young men and women for the entering class in October, 1905! 

As one studies the life of Hahnemann he is impressed with his quali- 
ties as an educator, not merely in the schools and colleges, but among 
the laity; and as we review the history of homoeopathy in New Eng- 
land, the interest and assistance of the laity occupies a conspicuous 
place. Who was responsible for their interest? Was it not the hon- 
ored body of senior members of our society and their colleagues? 

What are you and I doing, or have we done the past year, to awaken 
and perpetuate the interest of our patients and friends in this cause? 
To be sure, we have been somewhat successful in the relieving of their 
bodily ailments, yet much remains for us to do in enlisting their active 
cooperation. Here, as elsewhere, it is the personal touch that 
counts. 

One organization, designed especially as a means for interesting and 
enlisting the invaluable aid of our lay friends in medical education, 
the New England Hahnemann Association, needs and merits our 
undivided efforts, not only in greatly enlarging its lay and profes- 
sional membership, but also in developing a more active interest in 
our institutions by the patrons of homoeopathic physicians. 

Another most important and somewhat neglected field is the en- 
couragement of the use by the laity of homoeopathic remedies. It is 
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indeed deplorable that in this day of progress there should be such a 
widespread and indiscriminate use of drug-store prescriptions and so- 
called " patent medicines," which often menace the well-being of the 
individual and retard his recovery when we are called to his case and 
wish to intelligently apply the indicated remedy. 

It was my privilege a short time ago to hear from one of my patients, 
now over eighty years of age, of the great success she had in the 
domestic use of homoeopathic remedies when her children were small, 
fifty years ago or more. Can we not accomplish something definite 
along this line? 

Again, the present affords an opportunity for interesting some of 
our patrons, who might donate funds for the erection of a contagious 
ward, a new maternity building, and an adequate convalescent depart- 
ment on the newly acquired estate held by the Massachusetts Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital. 

These are but a portion of our opportunities on these lines, and time 
forbids elaboration. 

Let us recall how much we owe to Hahnemann and the marvelous 
reformation in medicine which he instituted. None in the recent past 
has more keenly realized this and evidenced such enthusiastic devo- 
tion as did the late Dr. Nancy T. Williams, of Augusta, Me., in con- 
nection with the erection of the Hahnemann monument in Washington, 
and her large gifts toward its completion. It is recorded of her in 
1897 that " in gratitude for what Hahnemann and homoeopathy has 
done for her, she begs the privilege of adding one thousand dollars to 
her previous subscription. This ... is from her own earnings in 
putting into practice the teachings of Hahnemann.' ' 

This noble, loyal, whole-souled woman from the Pine Tree State 
contributed the sum of $4,510 toward the erection of this memorial 
to the founder of homoeopathy. She thus gave expression to her 
gratitude. 

Let us note this woman's loyal example, ponder it well, and act to 
the best of our ability. 

Permit me to call your attention to the fact that the amendments 
to the By-Laws of our society which have been considered are but 
a portion of needed changes that should be made. For instance, of 
the nine clinical committees or bureaus which have reported at our 
meetings during the past year, only one is authorized by the By-Laws. 
While unwritten laws are of some value, yet is it not better that our 
By-Laws be so perfected that they shall be a concise manual for the 
guidance of our entire society and our successors? I would recom- 
mend that a representative committee of five be appointed to carefully 
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consider this matter and report definite recommendations at the 
October meeting. 

The importance of the Legislative Committee has received emphasis 
in our business session to-day. If you look in the By-Laws, you fail 
to find any reference to the name, duties, or size of the committee. 
By courtesy the president is ex-officio chairman of this committee. In 
such a changing chairmanship the highest results are not attainable. 
Is it not wiser to select as the chairman of this committee some member 
of the society familiar with legislative customs, whose services could 
be retained for several successive years? The president of the society 
should still be an ex-officio member of the committee. 

In conclusion, permit me to express to you, my colleagues, my 
profound thanks for the honor and expression of confidence you have 
conferred upon me in selecting me as president for the year just 
closing, for your hearty cooperation in arranging for and conducting 
the scientific and business sessions, and for your kindly consideration 
and courtesy. 
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BY JOHN K. WARREN, M.D., WORCESTER, MASS. 

Delivered April 11, 1906. 



Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic 
Medical Society: 

To-day, for the second time, I have the privilege of addressing 
you, and I wish first to express my high appreciation of the honor 
which you have conferred on me in electing me to preside over this 
honorable body. 

Twelve years ago I was appointed by the president and executive 
committee as orator, and on that occasion took for my theme " Un- 
certainties in Medicine," and I might well continue the same subject 
to-day, for although there has been greater general advancement along 
all the medical and surgical lines in the past twelve years than during 
any like period of time in the history of medicine, still there are un- 
solved problems and many subjects upon which we desire a more 
perfect knowledge and deeper insight ; while much has been learned, 
more still remains to be acquired. 

But, as I do not wish to go on record or descend into history as a 
pessimist, I have chosen to-day to turn the searchlight toward the 
future to see what we can there discover for our encouragement and 
inspiration, and so say, What of the morrow? 

It is often said that medicine is not an exact science ; this is either 
true or false according to what you include under the term " science 
of medicine." 

Exact science is knowledge gained and verified by correct observa- 
tion and accurate thinking. It is a knowledge reduced to law and 
embodied in system. Exact science has to do with what can be seen, 
handled, and demonstrated by the human mind; but when science 
attempts to explore the deeper mysteries, to explain what lies beyond 
the easily visible and tangible, it is no longer certainty or science, but 
enters upon the vague and uncertain. 

Many theories which have been considered as well established 
scientific truth have been obliged to give way under the stronger light 
of more perfect knowledge, — the great changes in the hypothesis of 
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the astronomers, the undermining of the atomic theory in chemistry 
by the recent experiments with radium, and the remarkable state- 
ment made by one of the professors at Cambridge, a son of the great 
Darwin, " That the evolution theory must be materially modified, 
that the scientists who have been looking for a continuous transfor- 
mation of species are making a mistake, that a closer study of the 
world's progress reveals the fact of sudden and great transformations 
after long lapses of time." These changes of view regarding what 
has been considered the fundamental theories of science are sufficient 
to show that they are far less certain than had been claimed. 

It is more than probable that very few, if any, of the present theories 
will be standing by the end of the present century, and if they are, 
they will be so changed as to be practically something else. 

When the scientist pushes off into the unknown, guided only by 
his own imagination, he is too far from home to justify positive dec- 
larations, and what he puts forward as sure explanations are too often 
only his own mental creations, which may look well, read well, and 
make it easier to explain other things, but are not a revelation of the 
actual and the real, are not facts or science. But truth is eternal and 
changeless, and the thousands of earnest seekers after knowledge 
during the past hundred years have proven that the grand old law of 
similia similibus curantur is just as true to-day as it was in the days 
of Samuel Hahnemann. We are homoeopaths to-day, not from choice 
alone, but from necessity as well, for the clinical experience of thou- 
sands of earnest men and women during the past century has proven 
that although the law of homoeopathy may not be the only law of 
cure, it certainly is the best law known to medical science to-day, and 
so long as it continues to be the best, let us follow it, ever seeking for 
a more perfect knowledge of the human organism, both in its physio- 
logical and pathological conditions, that we may steadily advance 
toward a better understanding of that subtle law which controls the 
vital spark we call life ; and should the wisdom of the future find out 
a better law, we will be as willing to adopt and follow it as we were to 
choose the one by which we are now guided. 

Our brethren of the old school thought at first to wither us with 
their scorn, or annihilate us with their contempt, but the fierceness 
of their visage only served to reveal to us our weakness and stimulate 
independent thought. Failing in their first attempt to destroy, they 
now would fain remove our identity by taking us inside with one 
grand gulp, including even the long-talked-of exclusive dogma, so 
that no more mention might be made of us among men or maidens 
forever. 
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There is so much that needs to be accomplished for suffering hu- 
manity, I sincerely hope the day is past when we shall expend our 
energies in denouncing other schools or methods of medical practice, 
but rather with a broad charity and spirit of progression be ready to 
receive the truth wherever found, proving all things, holding fast that 
which is true. 

The physician is no longer a mere prescriber of medicines, but like 
the policeman is expected to prevent trouble, as well as to restore 
peace and order after the enemy has invaded his domain. The work 
of the best physicians to-day is largely preventive, and will continue 
to be more and more so as the general public become educated along 
sanitary and hygienic lines. The true physician stands for all that 
is highest, purest, and best, not only in medical skill, but also in 
moral character and pure thought; and no scientific attainment can 
compensate for the want of correct moral principle. He or she should 
be the foremost teacher to whom the public should look for instruc- 
tion and help in everything that tends to uplift and purify life, for 
who knows so well as the physician the influence exerted by the mental 
and moral upon the physical condition? And it is the mental and 
spiritual, looking out through the physical, rather than the physical, 
which constitutes the true man, yet they are so intimately related 
that one cannot suffer without injury to the other; in the healthy 
body only can there exist the highest mental condition. 

Dr. Holmes has said that, in order to thoroughly educate a man, you 
must commence with his grandfather. This is equally true of the 
physical condition, and what better time than the present to commence 
the education of the grandfathers of the future? And who are more 
competent for this task than the men and women who are devoting 
their lives to this same work? 

Dr. Stanley Hall, president of Clark University, says that almost 
all persons by the time they have reached the age of twenty-five 
have the seeds of death planted in them. If this is true, then there 
is something radically wrong in the care and training of children. 
What this care and instruction has been up to the age of puberty 
determines largely their future health. That ignorance is the 
great producing factor in vice and disease, there can be no ques- 
tion. 

What physician is there that does not know from his own experi- 
ence that most of the evils arising from youthful indiscretions are the 
result of ignorance and would have been avoided had the child been 
properly instructed in early life? And how shall our children receive 
proper education in this most important department of knowledge 
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except it be made a part of the regular curriculum of the schools? For 
the parents are neither willing nor competent to teach. 

I would suggest that this society appoint a committee to prepare 
a proper course in hygiene, said course to be approved by this society, 
and upon its approval to be presented to the various school boards 
throughout this Commonwealth for their adoption. 

To this or to another committee I would suggest that the subject of 
stimulants and narcotics be referred for the outlining of a proper 
course of study on that subject. 

I would also suggest for your consideration the advisability of 
creating a board of seniors similar to the " Senate of Seniors " of the 
American Institute, and invest them with like powers and authority, 
said board of seniors to be composed of members who have paid dues 
for twenty-five consecutive years. 

The legitimate work of this society is changing from year to year, 
so that the needs of to-day are quite different from those of twenty 
or thirty years ago. 

This society is the homoeopathic society of the state, and it is the 
representative of homoeopathy in this Commonwealth. 

In these meetings are gathered the best minds and brightest thoughts 
of the profession, and through your concerted action as a society is 
exerted all the influence which the profession can bring to bear for 
the advancement of science. Each year the number and importance 
of the matters coming before this society are increasing, and more 
time is needed for their proper consideration and discussion, for here 
if anywhere must be decided all matters which have to do with the 
best interests of medicine in general and homoeopathy in particular. 

Our time for business meetings is so limited that matters are rushed 
through without proper knowledge or discussion, and if they are called 
up again for reconsideration, they are dealt with in the same hasty 
and unsatisfactory manner. 

We now have other societies, such as the Surgical and Gynaecological 
Society, the Boston Homoeopathic Medical Society, and various other 
local societies which furnish ample opportunity for the consideration 
of scientific subjects. 

It would seem to me wise for this society to devote at least one-half 
day or evening each year to the consideration of matters which have 
to do especially with the' interests of homoeopathy, such as reports 
of hospitals and institutions where homoeopathy has partial or entire 
representation, to the end that we may better understand the needs, 
as well as the influence, of our school in this state. How many of us 
are there who are sufficiently familiar with this subject to give infor- 
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mation, or discuss it intelligently? I am aware that this proposition 
will be met with the reply that we already have too little time for 
the scientific papers and a proper discussion of them. 

The bureaus of surgery and gynecology might be abolished, as we 
have a separate society for the consideration of these two branches, 
and the time that has been occupied by these bureaus devoted to 
business purposes ; or, if the consensus of opinion is opposed to doing 
away with any part of the present arrangement of bureaus, then have 
the semi-annual meeting adjourned to an afternoon or evening meet- 
ing midway between the semi-annual and annual meeting. 

By this means we would become better informed, better organized, 
and better prepared for concerted action when legislative matters 
or any others affecting the interests of homoeopathy come before 
us. 

While the physician of to-day has lost much of the prestige which 
his brethren of forty years ago enjoyed, more is required of him in 
service, education, and scientific attainments than ever before; and 
while medical education has vastly increased, the physician has in 
inverse ratio descended from the lofty position which he once occu- 
pied almost to the level of a tradesman. The secular press so teems 
with quasi medical articles written by quasi professors with long names 
and few brains ; the legion of cure-alls are so advertised, not only 
in print, but on trees, fences, and housetops, that many a man as 
well as woman feels that he knows as much or a little more than his 
physician. And what home is there in which you will not find the 
headache pills, stomach tablets, soothing syrup and celery compound? 
And how seldom it is that we are called till one or all of these have 
been tried. 

The subject of germs and microbes have been cussed and discussed 
in the daily press until their various names have become household 
words, and in some instances household gods, to be feared if not 
worshiped. 

How, then, shall we meet this spirit of commercialism which is 
abroad in the land, and which would degrade the noblest profession 
on the face of the whole earth to the level of a mere occupation, whose 
chief reason for an existence is to enable us to extract shekels from 
the pockets of" our patients? It would be ideal if we were all suffi- 
ciently endowed with this world's goods, so that we could do away 
with bookkeeping and devote our entire time and energies to the 
advancement of science and the well-being of our fellow-men; but 
some of us are not thus fortunate and must needs consider financial 
requirements. 
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While in the flesh and surrounded by material wants, these things 
must be provided for. The physician has his obligation to his family, 
to himself, and to the community in which he lives; and if he has 
proper self-respect, he desires to contribute his part to the various 
charities which abound in every community. He shall also provide 
(should he be so fortunate as to reach it) for a comfortable old age. 
All this requires money, and usually his income depends entirely upon 
his profession, so that the monetary consideration is one of no mean 
importance. 

It is not enough to-be able to maintain an existence and support a 
family in the most economical manner, for if any person earns the 
pittance which he receives, it is the physician who sacrifices every- 
thing for his profession. 

I am not at all in sympathy with the idea that the physician should 
pursue his calling, guided only by the love of science and a philan- 
thropic desire ; neither do I believe that money should be the only or 
even the chief object to be obtained. There are services rendered 
by every physician which money hath not purchasing power enough 
to pay. The few dollars which we receive are naught compared with 
the satisfaction of having successfully combated disease and saved a 
precious life to loving friends. 

Important as are the things that pass with the using, they are small 
in comparison with truth verified, conscience enlightened, and a 
multitude of helpful ideas set in motion which will go on down the 
future ages, shedding their light and bearing their fruit long after 
the face and form of the personality which set them in motion shall 
have been forgotten. 

That physician, man or woman, who works for a price only, 
usually gets it, but that is all they do get. The higher mental satis- 
faction which comes to the ideal physician from the consciousness of 
having rendered valuable service to suffering humanity, and of hav- 
ing added somewhat to the common stock of knowledge, does not 
bring any sense of satisfaction or compensation to them. It has not 
entered into their consideration and for them has neither meaning nor 
value. 

The physician who is a physician merely from his love of science, 
and makes slight account of the personality of the patient', no matter 
how thorough his education or profound his knowledge, will be only 
a little more successful than his avaricious brother. 

The ideal physician is the one who combines with a thorough edu- 
cation and love of scientific study the idea of the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man, and who allows this idea to so permeate 
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his own perspnality that it touches the needs of his patients at every 
point and enables him to see himself in his patient, under like condi- 
tions, trusting his ideals and holding them before him as a torch in 
his hand to lighten his pathway; and only if he keeps this light burn- 
ing brightly will he carry healing and happiness and enable all to 
realize the truth that the physician's task is the holiest one by heaven 
decreed, an errand all divine, — this of rendering less the burden of 
mortal needs. 

To you, the younger members of this society who are just entering 
on your professional life, I wish to bring my most sincere congratu- 
lations that it is given to you to live in this new country, surrounded 
with all its magnificent opportunities, with its avenues of research 
and investigation extending on every hand, with the well-equipped 
colleges and large hospitals. The field is limitless, and to you we look 
for great achievements. Personally, I can but regret that I was born 
so early, or that these opportunities were born so late. 

As grateful children let us remember with thanksgiving the labors 
of the fathers which made possible the opportunities of the present, 
and extend to them all that respect and reverence which their faithful 
toil has so well merited. 

To you who are in the heat of the battle, as well as to those who are 
in the afternoon of life and realize that a large part of their life's work 
is behind them, I say be not discouraged, but rather rejoice in what 
you have been able to accomplish, and with renewed courage and ever- 
increasing faith in our grand old law of similia, press onward. To 
you I would say in the words of Browning, my friends, 

" Grow old along with me ! 
The best is yet to be, 

The last of life, for which the first was made : 
Our times are in His hand 
Who saith, ' A whole I planned, 
Youth shows but half ; trust God : see all, nor be afraid ! ' " 
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THE GENERAL PRACTITIONER. 

BY SAMUEL H. SPALDING, M.D., HINGHAM, MASS. 

Delivered October 8, 1902. 



Members of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society: 

This is a fitting time for us to meet here, within the walls of what is 
alma mater to most of us. As Plymouth Rock stands for the beginning 
of New England civilization, this institution stands for the beginning of 
homoeopathic education in these eastern states. The harvest season 
is a good one for us to meet and gather new courage and knowledge, 
the knowledge which has been gathered from the untiring work of 
thousands. The fruit comes to us from many fields, — electricity, 
chemistry, biology, physics, zoology, mineralogy, and psychology. 
In fact, nearly or quite every field of scientific work brings yearly, 
I might say daily, results valuable to the work of the physician and 
surgeon. 

By reasoning and experiment the physician assimilates these results, 
and gradually the average life is made longer, more comfortable, and 
better worth while. 

You have all heard of the patient who thanked God that he had 
just an ordinary cold because in all his previous illnesses he had been 
obliged to go to some specialist, but now he could just stay at home 
comfortably and have his family doctor. 

Division of labor is the keynote of all -evolution and has been pro- 
gressing from the time the first protoplasmic cell learned to multiply 
and divide. But during the last decade of the nineteenth century 
the progress of all science has been so great that this may well be 
called an age of specialism. Special work is sought in all occupations, 
from domestic service up. It is the result of greater knowledge and 
the greater number of appliances and material. The attainment of 
all the new facts that special investigations are bringing to us con- 
stantly makes necessary too great a demand on our time. One must 
follow out one line of work while another is becoming expert in some 
other line. 

While the study and practice of one specialty is the work of a life- 
time, the value of that work is shared by all, and to none is its value 
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greater than to the general worker. And no one of these workers has 
greater cause to thank the specialists than the general practitioner of 
medicine. 

One of our colleagues has expressed a fear that the general practi- 
tioner would soon become a curiosity, that extinction was staring him 
in the face in fact. But there is still a strong movement the other way. 
The time when he may be counted with the Indian and the American 
bison is far off . No matter how highly developed the specialists may 
become, there still must be some one with general knowledge enough 
to point the sufferer to which kind of a doctor he must apply for relief. 

Each one of us must follow his inclinations as much as possible in 
choosing his life work. As the appetizing qualities of a food have 
been proven of value in the process of digestion, so the congeniality 
of an occupation tends to make one's work more perfect and of greater 
use to any community. 

To me, and I know to the majority of this society, the general 
practice of medicine has been a pleasure and a pride. I will make no 
apology for the subject of my oration. Viewed from the social stand- 
point, no professional man can claim so close, so homely, and respected 
a relation as that of the family doctor to his clientele and to the com- 
munity in which he lives. No one enters the house so nearly as one 
of the family. Secrets are intrusted to him as to no one else. 

Viewed from the scientific or professional standpoint his work is 
most exacting. Often at a distance from expert consultants, great 
unshared responsibilities must be taken. He is thrown upon his own 
resources. If the results of his treatment are unfavorable, one pair 
of shoulders must bear the burden of criticism from those who misun- 
derstand or are ignorant. He is generally placed in a position where 
he cannot explain to his critics. Even if he did explain he could not 
often be understood. Consciousness of work well done or done to the 
best of his ability is the doctor's greatest reward. ' 

In a general practice the opportunity to study etiology in the effects 
of heredity and circumstances is very great. The old practitioner 
may have the whole life history of an individual and part of that of 
the ancestors contained in his intimate acquaintance with the patient. 
He understands- the working of every influence, mental, moral, and 
physical, upon that person, and he knows what those influences are 
and how they can be controlled. I know of no study more interesting 
and uplifting than that of the development of a sane mind in a sane 
body. And often the family doctor can and does make this possible 
when a little error allowed to work out its influence means a develop- 
ment which, though still interesting, is far from encouraging. 
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The busy practitioner, rushing from patient to patient, must diag- 
nose certainly, and, if possible, quickly; prescribe as certainly and 
promptly. His mind must be ever on the alert to separate the facta 
from a lot of trash. Often the essential facts do not form one hun- 
dredth part of the mass of details presented. Then he must make a 
complete examination and decide what to do. The fact that the 
sufferer is, perhaps, an old friend who has implicit confidence in every 
word and act of the doctor is an extra incentive to careful, accurate 
work. 

The discoveries and well-constructed methods or technic of the 
specialists have been a great help to the general practitioner. Many 
hours and days of hard work and mental worry are now unknown, 
which ten or fifteen years ago were constantly with us. We can now r 
thanks to the surgeons, offer speedy and permanent cure for appendi- 
citis, hepatic and renal calculi, salpingitis, and many other conditions 
formerly inoperable. Dr. Edebohls has recently shown us a possible 
way to cure chronic nephritis by surgery. 

The X-ray promises the cure of lupus, with other skin troubles, and 
the possible cure of superficial and recurrent malignant growths. 

What the outcome of the work in which Drs. Loeb and Mitchell 
will be, we cannot tell now. Their discoveries in the realm of physi- 
ology are wonderful, and may send other classes of diseases to the 
specialist, or they may give the general practitioner a wider field in 
new methods of giving remedies. 

We welcome all these new means for the rapid, safe, and permanent 
cure of disease. As Phil Kearney said to the reserves during a battle 
of our Civil War, " You'll find lovely fighting all along the whole line," 
and on the firing line the general practitioner has still a prominent 
place. 
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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Before entering upon the more serious matter of this discourse, I 
wish to acknowledge my appreciation of the honor conferred upon 
me by your president and the executive committee in asking me to 
deliver the annual oration before this ancient and honorable organi- 
zation; ancient in that, if I am rightly informed, it is the oldest 
medical society in existence in America, its organization in 1840 ante- 
dating by four years the organization of the American Institute of 
Homoeopathy, its nearest rival for antiquarian honors; honorable, 
because it has ever stood a representative of the best and foremost 
thought in the medical profession. But why have you sent into 
the western part of our state, even unto the banks of the " winding, 
willow-fringed Connecticut," for one to entertain you? My native 
modesty forbids me to say " instruct you." 

Let me call your attention this afternoon to " some problems of 
the physicians," not to all the problems, — that would require too 
much time, — but to just a few of them. These problems are the 
ones we are all familiar with; about them all we have thought more 
or less ; and about some of them we have done more or less ; still these 
are the problems that are not generally discussed at our regular 
medical meetings, and, if mentioned at all, it is more incidentally than 
from definite purpose. For this reason, and because they are of such 
transcendent importance, I ask your attention for the space of half 
an hour. 

As the hope of each succeeding generation rests in the children, I 
will first ask you to consider some problems in reference to caring for 
the health of the child. 

First and foremost, every child is entitled to a happy childhood. 
It is the prerogative of children to be happy and to give happiness. 
While this is not possible in every case, we will consider only those 
cases where it would seem possible if only the child had health suffi- 
cient for taking hold of the natural sources of happiness, — good food, 
pure water, and plenty of out-door life. To rear a child to this con- 
dition often requires the utmost watchfulness, prudence, and knowl- 
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edge on the part of parents and physicians. It requires a knowledge 
that is real and active, not merely a knowledge sufficient to assent to 
a proposition whether it is right or wrong. Too often our efforts are 
called too late for any real benefit to the individual child, making 
our work, one of diagnosis, palliation, and prognosis, when it might 
have been prophylactic, curative, and educational. 

Let me illustrate my meaning. A child fourteen to eighteen years 
old comes to us for treatment of scoliosis. Much can be done to 
straighten the child's back, provided the condition has not continued 
too long and the malformation become permanent. When the child 
began school the eyes should have been examined, thereby discovering 
and correcting the astigmatism which caused the child to hold his head 
on one side, this deformity resulting in scoliosis. The cause of the 
trouble had been of long standing, ever since the child began using 
his eyes, going on unrecognized, producing its crippling effects until 
the object before us was one of pity, perhaps incurable. 

Another example, and one even more common, is the deaf child. 
Clark School for the Deaf in Northampton is, to us, a daily reminder 
of the numberless children not having their adenoids removed soon 
enough. A large majority of cases of early deafness have resulted 
from this cause. The same cause unremoved produces the thin, 
anemic, narrow-chested child, given over to bronchitis and later to 
consumption. 

Defects of health resulting from eye-strain are too familiar to 
this audience to mention, except as an illustration of the importance 
of early, careful examinations, that no physical defects may mar the 
perfect, symmetrical development. 

The above explanations of diseased and deformed conditions are 
refined and scientific compared to the old explanations of scoliosis 
as being due to the child habitually sitting with the same leg crossed 
• over the other leg, or that deafness in childhood was hereditary, 
or that headache and vomiting were caused by biliousness. Now our 
scholars and scientists must explain still further and tell why the child 
is astigmatic, why he has adenoids, why he has eye-strain, why, in 
short, he is not born a perfect little animal. We are here dealing 
with the results of processes going on for generations ; while correcting 
these results we should be dealing with the causes that produced the 
results. They are indications of a degeneration in the human race, 
increasing with fearful rapidity. Perhaps the problems next consid- 
ered may give a partial explanation of this degeneration. It is not a 
hopeful sign that we find more of these degenerative processes at work 
among the educated and well-to-do classes. 
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The next problem to which I invite your attention is that of educa- 
tion. To make the unqualified statement that education is pursued 
at too rapid a pace is to invite severe criticism. Education has been 
placed upon so lofty a pedestal, we have been taught to bow down 
and worship at its feet so long, that to question the methods adopted 
to attain the so-called liberal education seems to many almost sacri- 
legious. Every child must begin the race for an education at the age 
of five. The pace set for the most active child must be kept up by 
every one, no matter what weights he may carry of natural defects or 
acquired deformities of mind and body. The results include shattered 
nerves, undeveloped bodies, distorted intellects ; and a breathless, help- 
less generation finally reaches the goal unprepared to meet the duties 
of life, and especially unprepared for reproduction. It is high time 
the great and influential body of physicians, to which we belong, 
stepped to the front and commanded a halt! This education does 
not educate. It is not a leading out, a development of the faculties. 
It is a cramping, warping process, whose results are disastrous to the 
individual and equally disastrous to the race. 

The prime object of every living thing is to grow, to develop to the 
best possible point, produce seed and reproduce its kind, " every 
living thing after its kind." I care not how much you may exalt art, 
science, literature, society, religion; each and every one should be 
the means to the end that a better race may be produced. 

A native Japanese missionary in this country, speaking of the differ- 
ence of development between American girls and Japanese girls, said 
in broken English: " The difference between your treatment of your 
daughters and our treatment of our daughters is that you ' develup ' 
your daughters into wives, and we ' develup ' our daughters into 
mothers." In that sentence he expressed a great truth. Our girls 
are taught that their supreme object is to be brilliant society women, 
while their girls are taught that it is their greatest honor to become 
good mothers. 

Another problem of the physician is the problem of marriage. To 
adequately discuss this subject we ought to consider the social, moral, 
and educational problems of our time and country, but the limited 
space at my disposal allows only a cursory glance at a picture deserving 
most minute study. The marriage relation, the one man living with 
one wife in the home for the fostering and rearing of their offspring, 
is the crowning glory of civilization. That it is not always so con- 
sidered it is sufficient to state that there were sixty thousand divorces 
in the United States during the last year. It is our solemn and 
bounden duty as guardians of the public health to encourage the 
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marriage customs, beneficial alike to the physical and moral health 
of the community. * The medical profession has too quickly forgotten 
that its offices were once held in conjunction with the priesthood. 
[JohnFiske's " Discovery of America," vol. i, p. 119.] 

The causes assigned why young men and women do not marry 
should be entirely inoperative. The chief reason advanced is that a 
young man cannot afford to marry and support a wife and family. 
He must spend so much for clubs and clothes that practically nothing 
is left for bed and board, and should he marry, the result would be 
disastrous to himseif; he would be obliged to curtail his bachelor 
comforts and luxuries. It would not be possible for him to appear 
as a man of unlimited income on fifteen hundred dollars a year, or 
less. In other words, he must appear, more nearly at least, exactly 
what every one knows him to be, a fifteen-hundred-dollar man. The 
young women cannot marry, forsooth, because the young men cannot 
support them in the style and luxury of the upper four hundred. 
These, and a hundred other reasons equally trivial, are advanced as 
the cause of celibacy and single blessedness. 

When a man and a woman marry, for we admit this occasionally 
happens, another problem is presented to the physician. That man 
and woman do not want children, at least, " not yet awhile.' ' Well, 
what am I going to do about it? What is any honest physician going 
to do about it? We know very well there are plenty of dishonest 
physicians who know at once what to do about it, without any pre- 
liminary lecturing upon the ethics of marriage. The man and wife 
go to Europe, or New York, or, possibly to Boston ; the wife is placed 
in a sanitarium for nervous prostration ; it becomes necessary to per- 
form curettage; a month or two spent in recuperation, and the 
happy mother (?) returns to her family, to her social duties, and to her 
activities in the church. 

Occasionally one of these women, becoming pregnant, determines 
to carry it through to the bitter end. You certainly would think, to 
hear her talk, she had contracted some contagious disease, and one is 
inclined to believe, judging from the uniformity of experience, that 
one attack must insure immunity. Is there anything more deplorable, 
except childlessness, than the only child, brought up without the 
stimulating, educating association with brothers and sisters? 

Another problem of the physician is the question of dress; reference 
here is made entirely to the dress of women. It is something of a 
mystery, yet fashion has seemed to decree regarding the garments 
of men a peculiarly sensible and healthful manner of dress, and in 
regard to the dress of women, fashion seems to have done about all 
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she could. It does not matter to fashion what shape God intended 
woman to have ; man, we are told, He made in the likeness of his own 
image; but if fashion decrees that a woman should have a straight 
front, a straight front she must and will have! If fashion says a 
woman must have long hips, long hips she will have ; if a short waist 
is " it," then it is a short waist; if low busts are the style, then low 
busts are ordered. All this wonderful deformity is brought about by 
the different " L. R." models and others. As proof of this statement, 
look at the advertising pages of any fashion magazine. This advice 
is for " doctors only." 

What can be said in favor of the high-heeled shoe? Only a few years 
ago we were told the French heel had gone forever. It would seem so. 
There are no two causes producing more misery for women than high- 
heeled shoes and corsets. Oh, of course, women do not lace now-a- 
days; we have all heard them say so! 

" Woman, woman, lovely woman! " 

Now let me say just a word about one of the most serious problems 
of the physicians, one about which, in all probability, we can do least. 
My reference is to our attitude regarding syphilis and gonorrhea. 
These diseases are old and well known; the serious consequences 
resulting from them are well known. That they are increasing at 
an alarming rate is also well known. These contagious diseases, from 
the very manner of their infection, are kept as secret as possible. We 
are required by law to report to the Board of Health certain contagious 
diseases; it has been suggested that we ought to report also these 
contagious diseases; such a suggestion is worthy of our serious 
consideration. 

In the foregoing has been stated some of the problems of the physi- 
cian in general. In closing let me state one of the problems peculiar 
to the homoeopathic physician. Hufland, writing about homoeopathy 
in the time of Hahnemann, said, " The peculiar and important 
problem for homoeopathy is to search for and- find new specific medi- 
cines." [" Life of Hahnemann," p. 26.] 

As homoeopathic physicians, we do not recognize any specific in 
medicine. That medicine is a specific which cures. One medicine 
may cure at one time, and another medicine may cure at another time, 
conditions apparently similar. Yet Hufland stated a great truth, 
even if we cannot entirely agree with his wording of the principle. It 
is the province of homoeopathy to search for and find remedies which 
will counteract the tendency to disease. Here is a great opportunity 
almost unoccupied. Children are coming into the world with warped 
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and vitiated vital strength. As they grow in years they become more 
and more subject to disease. Before going further along this line, lest 
some may misunderstand me let me state that to my mind the germ 
theory of disease is fully and irrevocably established ; but the germs 
alone cannot produce the disease. We must have the soil fit for the seed 
to grow, else the seed falls upon barren ground and cannot take root. 
We can never rid the world of germs of disease, and our only hope is 
to make ourselves as invulnerable as possible. The germs of disease 
attacking the human body is an evidence of degeneration. The 
healthy human being should be able to live in the midst of germs and 
show no sign of weakness. We are constantly treating the results of 
degeneration, and paying comparatively little attention to the causes. 
The evidences of decay are about us everywhere: children who are 
obliged to wear glasses almost from birth ; children whose first set of 
teeth hardly last long enough to hold the shape of the jaws for the 
permanent set; children with rachitic chests and tuberculous abdo- 
mens. Why are these things so? It is not because the children do 
not have care and sufficient food, because these children are more 
common among the well-to-do and are increasing here more rapidly. 
This is the special problem of the homoeopathic physician, — to find 
and remedy the causes of this degeneracy. Our constitutional remedies 
will do much toward helping them, but proper living and proper diet 
will do more. Growing up into sound physical bodies, they will resist 
better the germs of disease. You and I are breathing germs every 
day that would attack and kill us if there were riot a resistance inherent 
in a healthy body. Make this resistance as great as possible by every 
means of good living, out-door exercise, and preventive medication. 

In some respects the problem of preventing disease is much the 
same as the problem of preventing sin : we can restrain the sinner, 
but it is often impossible to reform one. We can check the ravages 
of constitutional disease sometimes, but how often can we eradicate 
it entirely from the system? The time to begin is before the sinner has 
sinned, and before the- degenerate has become diseased. We are 
sometimes told that health is contagious as well as disease. This is 
not true. Health will not come to one unsought; like every other 
good thing, it must be striven for, both for attainment and for 
retention. 

This is the age of wireless telegraphy. A message is borne to us 
upon the pulsating waves of ether from out the blue sky, from far 
down below the horizon line. Wherever we set up instruments of 
interpretation we may gather messages from out the wide expanse of 
air. These patients of ours are messages from out the distant unseen 
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past ; often we are unable to read them aright, and, to us, entirely 
meaningless many of them must remain, because of our imperfect 
interpretations. We transmit the message, unread, to future genera- 
tions. The greatest problem of the physician should be to set up such 
instruments of interpretation as will gather the secrets of the past. 
Scientific men are studying the subject with scientific means, and the 
results are most gratifying. Let us, as physicians, not satisfy ourselves 
with treating merely the end products of disease, but rather let us 
search for those distant sources of degeneration starting far down 
below our horizon line, correcting all mistakes we can, and send the 
message on to future generations yet unborn. 
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Mr. Pmidetd, Memfcr* of th* Ma**aeh ***:tt* Homctopathic Medical 
Soeisiy: 

A» physicians, we have learned the importance of rest after 
food Ls taken into the stomach, and as the Oration is found on the 
program immediately following luncheon, the natural inference is 
that it shall be something that will not overtax the brain of the 
listener. It is surprising that Section 1 of Article IV of the By-Laws, 
referring to the selection of " some suitable person and substitute to 
deliver an oration at the Semi-Annual Meeting of the Society," has 
not long ago felt the pruning knife of the Committee on Revision of 
By-Laws, and succumbed, but it has remained since the incorporation 
of the society in 1856, and must have proved its fitness by its survival 
for nearly fifty years. Had we a Dr. Osier in our midst the office 
might be about entering on its last decade. 

Many of my predecessors in the office which the Executive Com- 
mittee has asked me to fill to-day have taken as their subject homoe- 
opathy, and the marshaling of proofs as to its efficacy ; but it is no 
longer necessary to argue on these lines, as homoeopathy has passed 
its infancy, and its practitioners have work enough to do without com- 
paring their methods or results with those of the old school. When a 
fact is accomplished, it is no longer necessary to bring forward argu- 
ments. Our work is to improve along our own lines, always being 
ready to examine new methods and hold fast that which is proved 
to be good. 

The membership of the society is continually changing, the older 
members passing on and out of sight, some changing their field of 
usefulness, and many new members added to the list. Out of the 331 
members enrolled for 1904-05 nearly two-thirds have joined our 
ranks during the past fifteen years, so that fifty years of the life of the 
society had become history and buried in the " Proceedings," before 
the most of us became affiliated with you. I know of no more inter- 
esting or profitable reading than these records showing the growth 
of this society from its inception in 1840. One cannot read them 
without a quickened pulse, and a glowing pride in being a homoeopath, 
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an heir to such a noble heritage. Only great men can stand for a 
principle when they are in a very small minority. It takes courage 
to stand against the scorn and ridicule of those we were wont to call 
our friends. 

When the four men met at the house of Dr. J. P. Spooner, in Dor- 
chester, on Christmas night, 1840, and considered the formation of a 
society for the study of homoeopathy, they little realized the signifi- 
cance of that step. Could they have seen what the coming years 
had in store for them would they have flinched? In the spring of 
1841, with two added to their number, they organized, and Drs. 
Samuel Gregg, Josiah Foster Flagg, Charles Wild, John P. Spooner, 
William Cutler, and Luther Clark signed the Constitution and By- 
Laws of the Homoeopathic Fraternity. They were all old-school 
physicians, graduates of Harvard and Dartmouth, and members of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society in good and regular standing; 
some of them had been in practice more than twenty years ; but they 
had become dissatisfied with their results in the treatment of disease, 
and were reaching out if perchance they might find a better way. 
This new law of Similars had been talked about somewhat, and in 
their eagerness for more knowledge they had very cautiously experi- 
mented as they went about among sick and suffering humanity. 

For mutual aid, they met at the houses of the members every month 
" on the Tuesday evening next preceding the full of the moon, or on 
the Tuesday evening when the moon shall be full/' when the clinical 
experiences of each were related verbally. There were no expenses, 
no dues, and no collations. It was a working body. All had not 
only an opportunity to take part in the deliberations, but also were 
called upon to give their experiences. In the By-Laws, under the 
order of regular business, we find, " The chairman shall call upon each 
member, in order, for written communications, and then in the same 
manner for verbal communications." They had few books, and 
were dependent upon clinical experience for their advancement in the 
new therapeutics. We are amazed at the wonderful cures reported 
in the early days ; when chorea was cured with a single dose of Xux 
vom. ; a case of polypus nasi cured by a single dose of Calc. carb. ; 
rheumatism with high fever, in four days, cured by one dose of Aconite 
200; case of epilepsy cured by three powders Bell. 200, another by 
Nux 200; two cases schirrous mammae which disappeared under use 
of Asterias rubens 6x ; presbyopia with Silicea 30x ; asthma, of five 
years' standing, cured by three pellets of Arsen. 20x in one day. 

They gradually added to their numbers till, in ten years' time, they 
had nearly sixty members, all, save two, members of the Massachu- 
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setts Medical Society. Owing to this growth, they were obliged to dis- 
continue the meetings held at the homes of the members, and procure 
a room in a central location in this city. Verbal reports from memory 
were replaced by written reports, although each member was still 
expected to take part in the proceedings. No wonder the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society thought the time had arrived to end this growing 
heresy in its midst. Though they ridiculed the attenuation of drugs 
in their own body politic, they had a striking example of the vitality 
of bigotry even though flowing through the veins of innumerable 
ancestors for two hundred years, — indeed, back to the time when 
witches were hanged in old Salem. 

The report of the committee appointed by the Massachusetts 
Medical Society " to devise some course of action to be pursued by 
the society in regard to all homoeopathists " is food for thought, 
together with the resolution at the end allowing any Fellow of the 
society who had adopted the principles of homoeopathy the privilege 
of resigning, and that a diploma from a homoeopathic institution shall 
not be received as an evidence of a medical education. Dr. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, one of the members of that committee, must have 
been sorely tried in witnessing the growth of the New School of Medi- 
cine, for he lost no opportunity to attempt to slay it with his pen. 
In his " Professor at the Breakfast Table," written about eight years 
after serving on this memorable committee, he expresses himself in 
the following manner: 

" Now mark how the great plague came on the generation of drug- 
ging doctors, and in what form it fell. A scheming drug-vender 
(inventive genius), an utterly untrustworthy and incompetent 
observer (profound searcher of Nature), a shallow dabbler in 
erudition (sagacious scholar), started the monstrous fiction (founded 
the immortal system) of homoeopathy. I am very fair, you see — 
you can help yourself to either of these sets of phrases. All the reason 
in the world would not have had so rapid and general an effect on the 
public mind to disabuse it of the idea that a drug is a good thing in 
itself, instead of being, as it is, a bad thing, as was produced by the 
trick (system) of this German charlatan (theorist). Not that the 
wiser part of the profession needed him to teach them ; but the routin- 
ists and their employers, the general practitioners, who lived by 
selling pills and mixtures, and their drug-consuming customers, had 
to recognize that people could not get well unpoisoned. These dumb 
cattle would not learn it of themselves, and so the murrain of homoe- 
opathy fell on them." 

In the preface to his latest edition of " Medical Essays," written as 
late as 1891, we find, 

" Homoeopathy has proved lucrative, and so long as it continues 
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to be so will surely exist, — as surely as astrology, palmistry, and 
other methods of getting a living out of the weakness and credulity 
of mankind and womankind. Though it has no pretensions to be 
considered as belonging among the sciences, it may be looked upon 
by a scientific man as a curious object of study among the vagaries 
of the human mind. Its influence for good or the contrary may 
be made a matter of calm investigation." 

In a report of a committee of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic 
Medical Society, occasioned by the foregoing report of a committee 
of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, we get the 
position of the founders of this society well outlined. It was their 
desire as a body to retain connection with the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, " in the humble hope that, if we are in error, its wholesome 
influence may reclaim us, but if right, that we may eventually furnish 
it with a 'commonly received doctrine/" It was resolved: 

" That while we feel a high regard for the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, acknowledge the past efficiency of its labors in advancing 
medical science, and are still ready to devote ourselves to its honor and 
welfare, in every respect consistent with our experience and convictions, 
we do not acknowledge the pretension of a majority of its members, or 
any other clique, to dictate to us any particular mode of investigating 
the laws of the human system, or of administering to its diseases. 
And that while in the faithful discharge of our duty in combating 
disease by those agents which we have found to be the most efficient, 
and conscientiously believe to be the most safe and expeditious, we 
shall not be deterred by the threat of the society ' to avoid giving us 
its sanction in the slightest degree.' We neither ask nor need its 
sanction to the doctrines we have embraced ; but we do ask, and of 
right claim, the courtesies due to honest and diligent inquirers after 
truth." 

Later, in 1873, seven honorable and worthy members of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, most of them graduates of Harvard College, 
were expelled for practicing homoeopathy which was stigmatized as 
" conduct unworthy an honorable physician." Our late lamented 
dean of Boston University School of Medicine was among the number. 
It is good for the younger members in the profession to occasionally 
look back and try to comprehend what has been done for them by 
these old pioneers in homoeopathy. All honor to that noble band of 
men who have gone from us! We are enjoying the fruits of their 
labors. Two of the old guard remain with us, Dr. Hiram L. Chase, 
of Cambridgeport, who joined the Homoeopathic Fraternity in 1846 and 
served five years as secretary, and Dr. Henry C. Angell, of Boston, who 
became a member in 1853 — making the former a member of this 
society nearly sixty years, and the latter more than half a century. 



96 ANNUAL ORATION. 

There are nine others whose average time dates back to near the 
beginning of our Civil War. 

In 1851 the name was changed to the Massachusetts Homoeopathic 
Medical Society, " a change caused by the futile attempt of the Massa- 
chusetts'Medical Society to crush homoeopathy." It was incorporated 
under this name in 1856. In 1857, at the annual meeting, a more 
august body is before us with an opening address by the president, a 
paper, an adjournment to the Parker House " where the members 
and their guests partook of a boimtiful collation." At eight o'clock 
in the evening, they returned to Mercantile Hall, where the oration 
was delivered. The monthly meetings are things of the past, and one 
day* only was given to the annual meeting till 1868, when two days 
were given to the deliberations. The program for the meetings has 
undergone a steady development. In 1857 reports were given by the 
chairman of only two bureaus, Clinical Medicine and Materia Medica. 

The first mention of surgery was in a paper by Dr. I. T. Talbot, on 
the " History and Uses of Some New Surgical Instruments," in 1857. 
It was a long time before surgery obtained a foothold in the society, 
and the reports in the beginning were very meager. In 1871 a motion 
was presented, " That the reports of surgical cases, in future, should 
be limited to those in which homoeopathic treatment has superseded 
or limited an actual mechanical operation." After much discussion, 
it was lost. In 1874, there were twenty-five cases reported under 
Clinical Medicine and two under Surgery. During the same year, the 
amputation of a finger was considered of sufficient importance to be 
performed before the members of the society assembled in the amphi- 
theater of the College Building, and, " At the conclusion of the opera- 
tion the meeting was called to order in the hall." In one of the papers 
at the annual meeting in 1857 is found an earnest plea: "I would 
urge upon all of you who have a taste for it, and who are any way 
skillful in operating, to improve the talents that you have, be 
thorough in your anatomy, and let it be no longer said that we 
are no surgeons, but rather, that among the disciples of Hahne- 
mann are to be found the best surgeons of the land." Surgery 
has rapidly come to the front these latter years, to the dismay 
of many, for fear it would absorb all other sections. When we read 
the old reports of extra-uterine pregnancy where nothing was 
done but wait the coming of the undertaker, where appendicitis 
and many other diseases distinctly surgical baffled the efforts of 
the most skillful materia medicist, are we not glad we actually have 
some of " the best surgeons in the land " in our society? 
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The Bureau of Obstetrics was added in 1868, and Pedology eight 
years later.. 

Although the Bureau of Materia Medica has been with us from the 
beginning, it has been like many of our chronic cases, " up and down." 
It has always led the van of standing committees, but oftentimes 
not conspicuously. All the early reports of the Committee on Materia 
Medica contained accounts of provings made during the year. In 
1852, it was voted " That the members of this society [then about 
sixty in number] be requested to make provings of the Apis mellifica, 
one drop to be taken fasting in the morning, and at night ; the tincture 
to be prepared by Dr. J. K. Clark." Drug provings were reported 
at each meeting of 'the society in 1860, '61, '62, '63, and '64; and 
in the By-Laws revised and adopted in 1864 we find the following: 
" There shall be a committee on the materia medica, who shall select 
medicines for proving; and shall, at the expense of the society, obtain 
and distribute the same to its members, or such other persons as they 
may deem suitable." This is still one of our By-taws. In 1867, the 
Committee on Materia Medica was authorized to offer " a prize of 
$75 for the best, and $25 for the second best proving which may be 
presented them before the annual meeting in April, 1868 — provided 
there shall be at least five provers of the same substance." 

From 1879 to 1885 was the low-water mark; during two of these 
years there was absolutely no report. In 1885, new life was infused 
into the subject by that indefatigable worker in this field, Dr. Conrad 
Wesselhoeft, and once more it went on with renewed vigor. Nearly 
a quarter of a century ago, a young orator made a strong plea for the 
revision of our materia medica, which work is claiming so much of the 
thought of many of our best practitioners to-day: " Our materia 
medicaxloes not at present need to be increased in volume. It already 
has accumulated a mass of matter valuable and worthless, indiscrimi- 
nately mixed, which will take years of unceasing labor to reduce to 
practicable, useful, and scientific form. Not the extending, then, but 
the finding out what is good for nothing, in our materia medica, is 
the most imperative work which confronts the homceopathist of to- 
day." In 1887, we find another oration on the same subject. 

Gynecology, ophthalmology, and otology take their places on the 
program in 1879, and seven years later insanity and nervous diseases. 

Human nature, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever, has been 
manifest through all the early records of the society. Committees 
were continually reporting their inability to get a response from 
members when their aid was solicited to help out in the various lines 
of work. The chairman of the Committee on Materia Medica, at one 
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time, reported that circulars had been sent to ninety-three members, 
from twelve of whom only had he received any response ; ten expressed 
their willingness to assist in proving drugs, one peremptorily refused, 
and one, owing to sickness, declined. Five only of the entire number 
assisted in provings. Does not that sound natural? The chairman 
of the Committee on Clinical Medicine stated that he had sent out 
circulars to all the members of the society (then about one hundred) 
and had received returns from three persons, one of these regretting 
that he had nothing to communicate, and this in spite of the fact that 
the president in the previous year in his annual address had said : 

" Now, let us each see to it that he makes his annual or semi-annual 
contribution, in one or more ways, to the interests of homoeopathy 
in Massachusetts; remembering that whoever fails to contribute to 
the clinical statistics of this society; or who fails to aid in proving 
some new medicine, or in re-proving some one already in use; or who 
fails to occupy such positions upon committees as his colleagues shall 
appoint him to; or to furnish essays for our public meetings, or to 
engage in their discussions; or to contribute a written or verbal 
report upon some new discovery which he has made, and which equally 
concerns his brother members — forfeits his word of honor, breaks 
his obligations, and subjects himself to ' such censure as the society, 
by a two-thirds vote, shall inflict. ' " 

As the number of bureaus increased, it was found impossible to 
transact the necessary business and hear the many reports at the 
annual meeting, so in 1862 was held the first semi-annual meeting. 
In another six years two days were given for the deliberations of the 
annual meeting. 

The treasurer's duties have not always been laborious. In 1850, 
when the society numbered about fifty-two members, the treasurer 
in his annual report stated that he had expended $4.50 on behalf of 
the society, and that there now remained in his hands a balance of 
$3.31. The report was accepted. 

When the Homoeopathic Fraternity was merged into the Massa- 
chusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society it was endowed with all its 
worldly goods, $10.31. At the last annual meeting of our society, 
the treasurer's report showed a working balance of $2,232.45. The 
fund and interest, amounting to $1,293.55, have been deducted from 
the sum named. 

In 1850, each member was invited to give $1 to defray expenses, 
and in 1852 the first assessment of $2 was made a part of the By-Laws. 
When the society was incorporated, the annual fee was advanced to 
$3, and in 1871 there was another advance to $5, "so that the society 
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might be placed in a position to publish the Proceedings in full, annu- 
ally." In later years, several attempts have been made to change 
the annual assessment from $5 to $3, but they have not met with 
approval. As it took more than forty years to raise a fund of one 
thousand dollars the interest of which is to be used for original work 
in medicine, it has not seemed expedient to make the change. 

The last few years, our meetings have been held here in Pilgrim 
Hall, and it must have been the name that brought us hither, for the 
society has indeed been a Pilgrim, holding its meetings in no less than 
sixteen different places in this city. It has been to Westborough 
Insane Hospital in the past, and one semi-annual meeting was held 
in Worcester. Boston is, indeed, the hub around which our society 
has turned, but might not interest be awakened in the minds of more 
than five hundred homoeopathic physicians in the state not members, 
if occasionally Boston could be moved nearer the center of the state? 

Women who have during their entire professional life enjoyed the 
privileges of the society will be surprised to learn that in 1868 (only 
thirty-seven years ago) Mercy B. Jackson, M.D., applied for member- 
ship, and after being approved by the Board of Censors and recom- 
mended by the Executive Committee was rejected, after a limited 
■discussion of the principle of admitting female practitioners to mem- 
bership, by a vote of 31 to 33. She had been practicing medicine for 
more than twenty years in Plymouth and Boston. This brought the 
question well before the society, and men who had themselves suffered 
from narrow-mindedness and bigotry plead eloquently in behalf of 
the woman physicians. Dr. David Thayer, of Boston, in his annual 
address given in 1870, comes out in good, brave words worthy of a 
man who sees clearly, and dares to speak the truth: " Every year 
and every great event has contributed to bring woman in closer and 
more important relations with the great moving world. It is not 
strange, therefore, that professionally, and even in civil affairs, her 
claim to share should be put forward." He goes on to state why she 
is particularly adapted to practice medicine, and adds : " But I desire 
to record my judgment, that our school especially, and all schools of 
really scientific medicine, must inevitably accept and encourage the 
participation of woman in the study and practice of our art. We 
cannot put back the current of the age, even if we would; only the 
bigoted victims of a narrow and timid philosophy attempt it. . . . 
We are the pioneers of medical investigation with minds open, recep- 
tive, pledged and taught to welcome new truths." Dr. J. Heber 
Smith in his oration in 1873 alluded to the " past exclusiveness or 
indifference " manifested with regard to the admission of women 
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to membership. In the same year, the bars came down, and in 1874 
four women physicians were admitted ; one of the four, Dr. Caroline 
E. Hastings, being still with us. 

The older members of the society well remember its first president, 
Dr. Samuel Gregg, the pioneer of homoeopathy in New England. 
He was one of the founders of the Homoeopathic Fraternity and was 
an active member of the society for more than thirty years. The 
society has always had able men on its Executive Committee, and 
semi-occasionally an able woman. The most careful search discloses 
that during the thirty-one years that women have been members, 
they have been represented on the Executive Committee nine years, 
and then usually by one woman. One woman physician served six 
years as librarian, another two years; one as censor one year, back 
in the eighties. This year, contrary to custom, two names are on 
the list, one as second vice-president and the other as censor. For 
the last fifteen years, there has been no woman on the Executive 
Committee, with one exception; a woman served as librarian two 
years, and this in spite of the fact that women have been added to 
the membership in regular proportion all through the years. Whether 
this is indifference on the part of the men to nominate and elect women 
to office, or indifference on the part of the women to serve, I cannot 
say, but when women constitute nearly one fourth of the member- 
ship, it seems no more than simple justice that they be represented 
on the Executive Committee. In the words of Dr. Thayer, "Her 
claim to share should be put forward." 

Our society has always been a great moving force for the advance- 
ment of homoeopathy all along the line. The establishment of a 
homoeopathic hospital began to be agitated away back in 1850, and 
eloquent words were spoken and eloquent deeds performed by members 
of this society before the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital 
became a reality. The Medical School, dispensaries, Westborough In- 
sane Hospital which receives from the state this year an appropriation 
of $135,315, and that last pride, the sanatorium at Rutland, have all, 
in turn, claimed the attention of the faithful, some of them during 
many years. 

And now what of the future? It is hard to foretell, but one thing 
we know: we are needed to carry on a good work. Let us enlarge 
our usefulness by getting many more of the homoeopathic physicians 
in the state to unite with us. If they will not come to us let us go to 
them, as a body, if need be, and show them the advantages to be gained 
by a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether. We should be a 
more powerful organization, and we can be, if we will. 
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3(n Hkmorutm 



AHLBORN, HENRY G, 

Died January 9, 1904* 

ALLEN, TIMOTHY F„ 

Died December 5, 1902. 

BARSTOW, BENJAMIN P„ 

Died August 25, 1904. 

BOOTHBY, ALONZO, 

Died February 8, 1902* 

BOYCE, ALVIN, 

Died November 3, 1902* 

CULVER, JANE K„ 

Died May 25, 1901, 

FRENCH, ALFRED J,, 

Died December 1, 1902* 

HA YWARD, JOSEPH W-, 

Died November 25, 1905, 

HELMUTH, WILLIAM T„ 

Died May 14, 1902, 

HOLT, EDWARD B., 

Died July 19, 1904, 

HOUGHTON, HENRY C, 

Died December 1, 1901* 

HUGHES, RICHARD, 

Died April 3, 1902. 

JACKSON, WILLIAM L., 

Diedjune2!,1905» 

KENNEDY ALONZO L., 

Died April 13, 1905. 

PAINE, HORACE, 

Died December 5, 1903* 
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SCALES, EDWARD P., 

Died August 14, 1902. 

SCOTT, CHESTER W*, 

Died July 18, 1903. 

STILSON, WILLARD C, 

Died September 7, 1902* 

TALCOTT,SELDEN, 

Died June 15, 1902. 

TOWER, GEORGE A^ 

Died February 4, 1906. 

WARNER, FREDERICK A*, 

Died August 12, 1902. 

WARREN, FRANK R-, 

Died February 15, 1902* 

WESSELHOEFT, CONRAD, 

Died December 17, 1904. 

WOODS, WILLIAM, 

Died June 1, 1901* 
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NATHANIEL R. PERKINS, M.D., DORCHESTER, MASS. 

1901-1906. 



JANE KENDRICK CULVER, M.D. 

Dr. Jane Kendrick Culver died at her home, No. 2 Commonwealth 
Avenue, May 25, 1901. Dr. Culver received her medical education 
in Boston University Medical School, graduating in the class of 1878. 
She was one of the leading woman physicians in this city. Her sturdy 
ancestors evidently left a deep impress on her character, as in her 
early years of practice she was foremost in many of the local medical 
organizations of the day. 

She was a member of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, the 
Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, the Boston Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, the Massachusetts Surgical and Gynaecological 
Society, and many other societies closely allied to medicine. She 
was deeply interested in the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children, also in the one for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Dr. Culver's strong point was in the every-day practice of medicine 
in a conscientious, painstaking manner. Medicine she chose for a 
life work, and bravely she carried it through until her physical system 
weakened by disease, could do no more. 



WILLIAM WOODS, M.D. 

Dr. William Woods died June 1, 1901, aged sixty-one. Dr. Woods 
was born in Boston, September 13, 1840, and early manifested his 
loyalty to his country by entering the Fletcher Webster regiment 
during the Civil War, and after continuous service was mustered out 
with the regiment in 1864. 

He soon began the study of medicine at the Harvard Medical School, 
and there received the degree of doctor of medicine. Soon after his 
graduation he took up the study of homoeopathy, and becoming con- 
vinced of its truth, adopted it as his method of practice and continued 
it as long as he lived. 

Dr. Woods served two terms in the Massachusetts Legislature, and 
was a member of the Boston School Board for six years. He was a 
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member of Post 7, G. A. R., and was always interested in all good 
works of the order. Comradeship was an endearing term to Dr. Woods. 
He was also a member of the Knights of Honor. Dr. Woods joined 
this society in 1875, and at the time of his death was a life member. 
He joined the Boston Homoeopathic Society in 1873, serving as its 
president in 1876. He joined the Massachusetts Surgical and Gynaeco- 
logical Society in 1900. In all these societies he took a deep interest, 
although not as active a part as some. 

Dr. Woods will long be remembered by his numerous friends, and 
this term includes many beside his patients. His genial and kindly 
ways endeared him to all who came in contact with him. At the 
time of Dr. Woods 1 death, his wife was dangerously ill at the Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital, and died two months later. 



HENRY CLARK HOUGHTON, M.D. 

Dr. Henry Clark Houghton, a corresponding member of this society, 
died at his home in New York City, December 1, 1901, aged sixty-four. 
Dr. Houghton was of good New England stock, having been born in 
Roxbury, and educated in the public schools of Roxbury and at the 
Bridgewater Normal School. His medical education was obtained 
in the Maine Medical School, the Portland School of Medical Instruc- 
tion, and the New York University from which he graduated in 1867. 

During the last two years of the Civil War he served in the United 
States Christian Commission. In 1868, he began his service as one 
of the surgeons in the department of otology of the New York Ophthal- 
mic Hospital, and at the time of his death was dean of the institution. 
He was professor of otology in the New York Homoeopathic Medical 
College, and the New York Medical College and Hospital for Women. 

Dr. Houghton was a senior member of the American Institute of 
Homoeopathy, a member of the New York Homoeopathic Medical 
Society, the New York County Homoeopathic Society, and a corre- 
sponding member of this society. He was a leading member of the 
New England society, thus ever keeping green this memory of his early 
home. 

Dr. Houghton was twice married. His first wife died in 1898, and 
he was again married in 1901. 



FRANK R. WARREN, M.D. 

Dr. Frank R. Warren died at his home in Worcester, February 15, 
1902, aged thirty-one years. Dr. Warren was born in Milford, N. H., 
October 7, 1870. He graduated from the New York Homoeopathic 
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Medical College in 1893, and soon after associated himself with his 
father, Dr. J. K. Warren, in the practice of medicine. He early 
manifested a deep love for his profession, and his ability was recognized 
by his professional associates. He was a member of the surgical staff 
of the Hahnemann Hospital, and also one of its directors. 

He joined this society in 1899. He was a member of the Massa- 
chusetts Surgical and Gynaecological Society, and was secretary of 
the Worcester County Homoeopathic Society. 

Dr. Warren had a brilliant future before him. He was able, studi- 
ous, and a brave, conscientious Christian. In his death the profession 
has lost much, and the community in which he lived will mourn the 
loss of one stricken in the prime of his young manhood. 



ALONZO BOOTHBY, M.D. 

Dr. Alonzo Boothby died February 8, 1902, at his home, 508 Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Boston, after an illness of less than one hour, 
aged sixty-two years. The following notice appeared in the Boston 
Herald the following morning: 

" Alonzo Boothby was born in Athens, Me., in 1840. He was 
educated in the schools of his native town, and at Kent's Hill. An 
elder brother had commenced the study of medicine at Brunswick 
when he was taken ill and died. His request that Alonzo take up the 
study he was so early obliged to abandon was observed, and at the 
age of nineteen Alonzo Boothby began studying with Dr. Kinsman, 
at Athens. He then took a two years' course at Brunswick, and in 
1861 went to New York for a supplementary course. Then, after 
graduating from the Georgetown Medical College, he entered the army, 
and was assigned to duty under Dr. Bliss, one of President Garfield's 
physicians after the latter was shot. 

" After the battle of Gettysburg he went to the front and did heroic 
service for four weeks among the wounded. Soon after that he joined 
the Second United States Colored Regiment, and was very soon made 
first assistant surgeon. While with this regiment, he narrowly escaped 
death at the hands of an angry mob in the streets of New York in 1863. 

" His regiment next went to Key West, where the yellow fever was 
raging. He soon got a sick furlough and visited the North. On 
returning to his regiment he found that he was unable to perform 
his duties and so resigned. He returned to New York, and at once 
started for Maine, but had no more than reached his old home, when 
he was stricken with yellow fever, the attack nearly proving fatal. 

" In 1865 he went to Wilton, Me., where he remained two years, 
then moved to Boston. 

" Here homoeopathy appealed to him, and after a course of study 
in its school he began its practice. 

" His natural taste had always been toward surgery, and in 1883 
he went to Europe and spent a year in the best hospitals. He spent 
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eight months in Berlin, where he daily visited all of the large hospitals 
of that great hospital city. He spent several months in Vienna and 
an equal length of time in London. Returning to Boston, he slowly 
began to relinquish the general practice of medicine and devote himself 
more to surgery. 

" In 1887 he made a pleasure trip, as he called it, of three months" 
duration, to Europe, but made good use of his time. 

" As his skill in surgery became better known and he was in greater 
demand, he decided to establish a private hospital for the care and 
treatment of his patients. Accordingly, he purchased two houses in 
Worcester Square and established a private hospital and school for 
nurses. 

" The doctor had held many positions of responsibility. He was 
first appointed visiting physician to the Homoeopathic Dispensary; 
later he was demonstrator of anatomy at Boston University School of 
Medicine ; then for four years lecturer of anatomy, and three years 
professor of surgical anatomy. For three years he was lecturer and 
associate professor of clinical surgery, besides occupying several other 
important positions. He was president of the Masachusetts 
Homoeopathic Medical Society and past president of the Boston 
Homoeopathic Medical Society, past president of the Massachusetts 
Surgical and Gynaecological Society, a senior member of the American 
Institute of Homoeopathy, and professor of gynecology at the Boston 
University School of Medicine. He was one of the surgeons of the 
Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital, and in that institution per- 
formed his first great operation, which was the first successful removal 
of the kidney ever made in New England. 

" In the early part of his career he took great interest in Odd Fellow- 
ship, being a past grand of Franklin Lodge and past chief patriarch 
of Boston Encampment. He was also a member of Mt. Lebanon Lodge 
of Free Masons. 

11 Dr. Boothby leaves a widow and one son." 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas, Our esteemed colleague and former president, Dr. Alonzo 
Boothby, has been removed from our midst by death during the past 
year, 

We, the members of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical 
Society, deeply deplore the loss to our society, to Boston University 
School of Medicine, and to the general medical profession, of one who 
was an active participant in all that made for the progress of homoe- 
opathy, and of all the organizations with which he was connected. 

We desire to express our high esteem of Dr. Boothby as physician, 
teacher, and colleague, and to cherish his memory. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the 
bereaved family and spread upon the records of the society. 

Geo. S. Adams, 
J. Wilkinson Clapp, 
F. P. Batchelder, 

Committee^ 
April 9, 1902. 
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Dr. Boothby had a strong personality; was quick, impulsive, a 
man of ideas, a keen diagnostician, and a brilliant operator, getting 
results that were obtained by few. The papers that were read by him 
in our national and state societies were prepared with such painstaking 
care that he could maintain the ground taken in the discussion that 
followed. 

But it was not alone in the profession that he was prominent. Dr. 
Boothby was an honest man; he made mistakes, as other men have 
done, and was manly enough to acknowledge them that others might 
profit thereby. He was a true friend, and his large heart prompted 
him to do much, and he did it in an humble, unostentatious manner ; an 
appeal for the poor was never made to him in vain. 

Could the history of Dr. Boothby's early life in Boston be written, 
it would be an inspiration to any young man; in those days affluence 
was not his, but by close application, hard study, and faithful attend- 
ance upon his patients, he saw in his later years many of the hopes 
that he had nurtured and cherished in the sunshine of his youth 
realized; but not all, for in the intimacy of years of close friendship, 
many times he had expressed to me the hope of seeing his son a physi- 
cian and associated with him, for between himself and his son there 
existed a true comradeship. 

Much might be written of Dr. Boothby, but of one so well known 
as he, words of mine seem futile. 

" 'Twill not be long. This wearying commotion 

That marks its passage in the human breast, 
And, like the billows on the heaving ocean 

That ever rock the cradle of unrest, 
Will soon subside ; the happy time is nearing, 

When bliss, not pain, shall have its rich increase ; 
E'en unto thee, the dove may now be steering 

With gracious message. Wait and hold thy peace." 



ALVIN BOYCE, M.D. 

Dr. Alvin Boyce, one of the younger members of this society, died 
at his home in West Medway, November 3, 1902, aged forty-two 
years. He graduated from Hahnemann College of Chicago in 1887, 
and soon began the practice of medicine in Kansas. Later he moved 
to Vermont, his native state, and in 1896 settled in West Medway. 
He was held in high esteem by every one who knew him, whether 
patients or not. He was an earnest worker in the Baptist Church, and 
a thorough Christian. It was my privilege to know him as a boy and 



108 REPORTS OF NECROLOGIST. 

as a man. I perceived in the boy the elements that afterwards made 
the man a representative of the highest type. I induced him to study 
medicine, and although the way looked dark to him, as he was of 
limited means, yet by hard work he conquered and made a reputation 
that might be envied by many. In politics Dr. Boyce was a Prohi- 
bitionist. He was a member of the Massachusetts Surgical and Gynae- 
cological Society, a director in the West Medway Board of Trade, 
and a member of the Masonic and Odd Fellows societies. He leaves 
a widow and two sons. 



FREDERICK A. WARNER, M.D. 

Dr. Frederick A. Warner was born in Canfield, Ohio, August 18, 
1831, and died at Clifton Springs, August 12, 1902, of angina pectoris. 
Graduating from the Western Reserve University in 1855, in 1856 he 
located in Farmington, 111. In 1872 he visited New England, and 
at the solicitation of friends, located in Lowell, and soon after joined 
the Massachusetts Medical Society. Up to this time his practice 
had been that of the dominant school. His liberality and wide study 
had, however, shown him the value of homoeopathy to which he soon 
gave his allegiance, and faithfully did he follow his convictions as a 
disciple of Hahnemann. 

Dr. Warner joined the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical 
Society in 1878, and for several years held the office of necrologist. 
His tributes to the memory of deceased members were touching and 
reflected the spirit of the writer. He was an ex-president of the 
Essex County Homoeopathic Society, and member of the Massachu- 
setts Gynaecological Club, and the Hahnemann Club of Lowell. He 
was a member of St. Ann's Church and for many years was one of 
the wardens. In 1859 he married Miss Adelia B. Merriam, a daughter 
of his former preceptor. His body was buried in Painesville, Ohio. 



ALFRED J. FRENCH, M.D. 

Dr. Alfred J. French died December 1, 1902, at Lawrence, where 
he had been in the practice of medicine since 1856. Funeral services 
were held in the First Baptist Church, the interment being in Belle vue 
Cemetery. In his life, Dr. French fully exemplified the upright 
Christian physician. Graduating from the Vermont Medical College 
at Woodstock in 1848, he practiced for a time in Manchester, N. H., 
and in Methuen. During his later years, he relinquished the active 
practice of medicine, devoting his time to the care of his estate. 
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The history of Lawrence with the name of Dr. French omitted 
would be sadly incomplete. In 1859 he was elected to the legislature , 
serving two terms; in 1864 he was elected mayor; he served five 
years as president of the Lawrence' National Bank, was trustee of the 
Broadway Savings Bank, and for several years -was president of the 
Wright Manufacturing Company. He had also held various offices 
of trust in the First Baptist Church, was a member of several fraternal 
societies including the Royal Arcanum and Pilgrim Fathers. In 
politics he was a staunch Republican. In 1852 Dr. French married 
Sarah Hardy, of Antrim, N. H., who survives him. One child was 
born to them, who died when eight years old. 



EDWARD PAYSON SCALES, M.D. 

Dr. Edward Payson Scales was born in Henniker, N. H., July 17, 
1831, and died at Newton, Mass., August 14, 1902, aged seventy-one 
years. After fitting for college, Dr. Scales spent several years in 
teaching, and in 1856 began the study of medicine with his brother, 
in Woburn, the late Dr. T. S. Scales. He attended lectures at Dart- 
mouth, and later received the degree of doctor of medicine at Cleveland. 
He married, in 1859, H. Lizzie Fowle, of Woburn, and soon after began 
the practice of medicine in Norwood. He practiced for a time in 
Winchester, and in 1865 located in Newton, where he resided until 
his death. 

Dr. Scales was an energetic, busy practitioner; actively interested 
in the Newton Hospital from the time of its opening, and at the time 
of his death was its executive officer. He was a senior of the American 
Institute of Homoeopathy, joining the Institute in 1867. He was a 
man of deep religious convictions, and an earnest supporter of the 
Eliot Congregational Church. Three sons and three daughters survive 
him. 



DR. RICHARD HUGHES. 

Requested to write a " Report " on the death of Dr. Richard 
Hughes, an honorary member of this society, I can do no better than 
to reiterate the sentiments regarding him which were so well expressed 
in an able obituary notice contained in the Journal of the Berlin 
Society of Homoeopathic Physicians, of June, 1902. 'His death may 
well fill the hearts of homoeopathic physicians with sadness, not alone 
on account of the loss of our colleague, but also on account of a certain 
degree of apprehension concerning the future development of homoe- 
opathy itself. 
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His death occurred on April 3, 1902, in the sixty-sixth year of his 
age, during a temporary sojourn at Dublin. While his last illness 
may be attributed to overwork, there exists no doubt that heart 
disease was the cause of his too early end. Dr. Hughes took his degree 
from the Royal College of Surgeons, England, in 1857; from the 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh in 1860 ; his honorary titles of doctor 
of medicine were granted him by the New York Homoeopathic Medical 
College, and by the Philadelphia and St. Louis Colleges. Besides 
having filled the post of secretary of the British Homoeopathic Society, 
he was its vice-president in 1885-86, and its president in 1887. Besides 
publishing the proceedings of this society, he filled the part of secre- 
tary of the International Homoeopathic Congress, thus deserving by 
his uninterrupted usefulness and ability the admiration and gratitude 
of his colleagues throughout the world. 

But these were matters of minor interest compared with the publi- 
cation of his standard works on homoeopathy, such as his " Manual 
of Pharmacodynamics/ ' " Manual of Therapeutics," " The "Knowledge 
of the Physician/' " Hahnemann as a Medical Philosopher." Yet 
the crowning work of his life was that of editing the " Cyclopaedia of 
Drug Pathogenesy," with its " Repertory." Very recently there 
appeared his last and very important work, " The Principles and 
Practice of Homoeopathy" (London: Leath & Ross, 1902), probably 
designed to supplant his earlier works. It is a book which should be 
in every student's hands, of whatever school and practice; it is a 
work very much needed, and destined to do more for the proper 
comprehension of homoeopathy than many earlier works by other 
authors. Dr. Hughes could not have left us a better legacy in what 
might be termed his last will and testament. 

It is not enough to briefly mention and to enumerate his chief works 
in order to give the reader an adequate idea of the influence and life- 
work of Dr. Hughes ; it would be an agreeable task to speak of him as a 
man and of his social life, were it not that this task should be reserved 
for his English colleagues and nearest friends. 

As known to us in this country, we were impressed with his pre- 
eminence as a Christian man and gentleman in the highest significance 
of the term. His friends at home will not miss him more keenly than 
those on this side of the Atlantic, among whom his works and the 
principles they contain will always be household words, a strong 
support to our practice and an aid to our progress. 

C. Wesselhoeft. 
March 31, 1903. 
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SELDEN H. TALCOTT, M.D. 

Dr. Selden H. Talcott, a corresponding member of this society, died 
June 15, 1902. In the death of Dr. Tafcott, the homoeopathic pro- 
fession has lost one of its strongest men, and not only the homoeopathic 
profession but the profession at large, for Dr. Talcott was a large, 
brainy man. To mention all the medical and kindred societies of 
which he was a member would be to name nearly all the leading 
societies in our own country and many abroad. His strong person- 
ality made him friends wherever he was known. Probably no one 
of the present day has done more to advance the knowledge of homoeo- 
pathic therapeutics, and no one has done more than he to put on a 
higher plane the care of the insane. As an evidence of this, one has 
only to investigate to find that his methods have been adopted, in 
part, at least, by many of the great hospitals for the insane. No 
greater eulogy can be written of him, no better inscription can be found 
for his tombstone, than " He devoted his life to promoting the humane 
care of the insane." 



TIMOTHY FIELD ALLEN, M.D. 

Dr. Timothy Field Allen, a corresponding member of this society, 
was born in Westminster, Vt., April 24, 1837. His early education 
was gained in the schools of his native state ; he graduated from Am- 
herst College in 1858, from the Medical Department of the University 
of New York in 1861, and from Hahnemann College of Philadelphia 
in 1865. He was assistant surgeon in the army from 1862 to 1864. 
Dr. Allen was best known as a teacher and practitioner of homoeopathy. 
His knowledge of drugs and drug effects seems almost incomprehen- 
sible, and yet he accomplished so much by close and untiring study. 
It seems almost incredible that any one could have accomplished 
what he did in the short space of sixty-five years, always a busy 
practitioner, and always working for homoeopathy. The impress 
of his character is on each of the homoeopathic institutions of New 
York, and no more enduring monument to his memory need be erected 
than the placing of a tablet in each of the institutions with which he 
had so long been identified. Homoeopathy will miss such a leader, 
and no one has the sturdy shoulders to carry his mantle. 



WILLIAM TOD HELMUTH, M.D. 

Dr. William Tod Helmuth, an honorary member of this society, 
died May 14, 1902. I think I am within the bounds of truthfulness 
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when I say that Dr. Helmuth was known by every homoeopathic 
physician in the world. Many did not have the pleasure of his per- 
sonal acquaintance, but his fame was world-wide. His skill, his 
scholarship, and his devotion to homoeopathy had earned for him 
this reputation. One of the first in the homoeopathic school of thera- 
peutics to devote himself to a specialty, he magnified that branch 
and made it possible for others to follow where he dared to lead. And 
not alone as a physician and surgeon was he well known, but in the 
world of letters he had taken high ra*nk. His writings were not simply 
a mass of words, but showed the deep thought and study of a brainy 
man. At the coming meeting of the American Institute to be held in 
our city, we shall miss the familiar faces of an Allen, a Talcott, a Hel- 
muth. Giants they were in the cause of homoeopathy; they never 
sheathed their swords until called by the Master's " Well done, good 
and faithful servants." 

" We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best. 
And he whose heart beats quickest lives the longest ; 
Lives in one hour more than in years do some 
Whose fat blood sleeps as it slips along their veins. 
Life is but a means unto an end, that end, 
Beginning, mean, and end to all things, — God. 
The dead have all the glory of the world." 



CHESTER W. SCOTT, M.D. 

Dr. Chester W. Scott died at Lawrence, July 18, 1903, aged seventy- 
eight years and four months. Dr. Scott was born in Barre, Vt., and 
spent the earlier years of his life in teaching. At the age of nineteen 
he began the study of medicine with Drs. Darling and Houghton at 
Lyndon, Vt., and graduated from Hahnemann College, Philadelphia, 
March 1, 1854. He began the practice of medicine in Irasburg, Vt. 
Two years later he removed to Lyndon, Vt., and in 1870 removed to 
Lawrence, Mass., where he resided the remainder of his life. 

Dr. Scott was an ideal homoeopathist, beginning the study of medi- 
cine, as he did, with such preceptors and in such an atmosphere — for 
Lyndon, Vt., at that time was a hot bed of homoeopathy — he re- 
ceived impressions at that formative period which were lasting, 
and which contributed largely to his success in the riper years of 
his life. 
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Dr. Scott had a genial and pleasing personality which, with his 
accuracy in diagnosis and skill in selecting the appropriate remedy, 
made him many friends, and gave him a large patronage. He was 
a member of this society, having joined in 1871, and was a senior of 
the American Institute. 



WILLARD C. STILSON, M.D. 
Dr. Willard C. Stilson, died September 7, 1903. 

" Is life a boon? 
If so, it must befall 
That death, whene'er he calls, 
Must call too soon." 
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MEMORIAL ADDRESS- 



henry C. AHLBORN, M.D. 

BY FREDERICK B. PERCY, M.D., BROOKLINE, MASS. 



To have lived honorably before all men ; to have given unceasingly 
and ungrudgingly for the amelioration of others ; to have contributed 
much to the happiness of all with whom he came in contact ; to have 
added to the store of knowledge in the profession of which he was a 
loyal member, — these things, so true of the late Dr. Ahlborn, are rea- 
sons enough for this address. 

No one met him who did not appreciate his splendid manhood; 
no patient consulted him who did not at once give him his entire con- 
fidence ; no friend was made who did not consider this friendship one 
of the rare blessings of his life. Marcus Aurelius once said, " Whatever 
is in any way beautiful hath its source of beauty in itself and is com- 
plete in itself; praise forms no part of it, so it is none the worse nor 
better for being praised.' ' 

It is not my purpose to praise Dr. Ahlborn; but to many of the 
younger men he was known only by reputation, to many others only 
for his skill, and it cannot, therefore, fail to be of interest to all to 
learn something of his life and his work. 

Dr. Henry C. Ahlborn was born in Jollenbeck, a small town near 
Bielefeld, in Westphalia, on the first of February, 1824. His mother 
died when he was a few weeks old. His father was pastor of the 
church in this village, a most learned man and much beloved. It is 
narrated of him that because of his intimate knowledge of the French 
language, when the French passed through Jollenbeck after the Rus- 
sian war, he acted as mediator and interpreter for the people of 
the village. For thirteen years Dr. Ahlborn had the wise counsel, 
judicious training, and loving help of his father. His uncle then 
assumed charge of his education. He entered the gymnasium in 
Bielefeld, from which he graduated. His desires, even then, were for 
a professional life ; but like many men, sons of learned but not opulent 
parents, pecuniary considerations compelled him to enter upon a 
mercantile life. 

In 1840 he came to America and joined two brothers who had pre- 
ceded him and were then actively engaged in business. There is 
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nothing of interest during these years save a protracted stay in South 
America, which gratified his love for travel and showed him still 
another side of human nature. The business success of his brothers 
soon made it possible for him to carry out his long contemplated plan 
of becoming a physician. He returned to Europe, spent some years 
at Vienna and Prague, where he received his doctorate ; there it was 
that he first met Dr. de Gersdorf and began a lifelong friendship. It 
was in Vienna, during the last weeks of his stay, that he was prostrated 
with typhoid fever from which he made a slow convalescence. On 
his return to this country, his health being still an uncertain factor 
after his prolonged illness, he was induced by his friend de Gersdorf, 
at that time a successful practitioner in Salem, to locate in the town 
of Marblehead, where out-of-door life would be easier, and the tonic 
effect of the sea air attainable. His stay in Marblehead was brief, 
for in 1861 he was invited by some eminent citizens of Lynn to settle 
in that city. 

Dr. Ahlborn married, m 1864, a daughter of James N. Buffum, Esq., 
who still survives him; and of the five children born to them three 
are now living. It was during his stay in Lynn that his skill and 
success soon carried his reputation far beyond the confines of the 
county, and, once again, through the earnest solicitations of friends, 
as well as patients, he relinquished his practice and sought a larger 
field in the city of Boston. Here his influence was soon felt, and he 
became one of the most potent factors in the advancement of homoe- 
opathy and its institutions. He was one of the original members of 
the first homoeopathic hospital in Burroughs Place, and struggled 
for it and with it during all the years of its growing development. 
When the medical department of Boston University was founded he 
was one of the incorporators. He was appointed professor of pathol- 
ogy during the first year of its existence, and this position he filled 
honorably and well until a few years before his death, when his health 
demanded a withdrawal from an active participation in its affairs, 
and he was made professor emeritus. 

His interest in the college and its students did not abate, and only 
a year before his death he met the junior and senior classes, and gave 
them one of his brightest and most instructive talks. Only twice 
since his graduation did he return to Europe; the first time in 1891 
and again in 1899 with his family. How paltry the facts, how insig- 
nificant the events in the life of a man who wielded so great an influ- 
ence in the medical world in and about Boston. What were the 
reasons for his success? What for the admiration and respect of the 
students? What for the enduring friendship of such men as Howell, 
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Furness, and of his confreres de Gersdorf, Talbot, Wesselhoeft, Angell r 
Hoffendahl, and those now living who -are eminent in the profession? 
Billroth said " Only a good man can be a good physician "; to the 
phrase " good man " I would like to add " well brought up," that is, in 
a family the existence of which is permeated by a spirit of charity 
toward all mankind. Let me quote what a friend recently said: 

" For how many among us the late Dr. Ahlborn was not only a friend, 
but the ideal and type of the good physician, of one who could heal 
our bodies, warm our hearts, and bring us fresh stores of comfort and 
courage in the darkest hours — this courteous, large-hearted gentle- 
man! He had brought with him from his early home, across the sea, 
not only the thorough training and culture of the foreign schools,, 
but a rare combination of courtliness, with a simple heartiness of 
manner which appealed to all alike ; while his chivalrous spirit showed 
itself equally in the grace with which he offered a rose to an aged 
friend on her birthday, and the generosity with which he bestowed 
gratuitous professional services on those friends less fortunate in thi& 
world's goods, and who could have accepted such kindness from hands 
no less delicate than his. 

" Cherishing as he did a deep sentiment for the Fatherland he wa& 
none the less a loyal American citizen, and cultivated a wide freedom 
from all prejudice national or personal. He was keenly alive to art, 
music, and all forms of beauty, as well as every new development of 
modern science and thought. While he lived we hardly knew whether 
to prize most his ready sense of humor, the tenderness of his sympa- 
thies, or the soundness of his judgment ; and now that he is gone beyond 
the reach of our praise, we, who knew him best and most valued these 
qualities in him, realize with sorrow that his place as friend, companion,, 
and counsellor can never be filled." 

More than any other man whom I have known did he live up to 
Wagner's ideas of simple living. 

" Aspire to simple living? That means, aspire to fulfill the highest 
human destiny. All of men's agitation for greater justice and more 
light have been also movements toward a simpler life ; and the sim- 
plicity of olden times and manners, arts and ideas, still keeps its 
incomparable value only because it achieves the setting forth in high 
relief of certain essential sentiments and certain permanent truths^ 
It is a simplicity to cherish and reverence ; but he little comprehends 
it who thinks its value lies in its outward manifestation. In brief, 
if it is impossible for us to be simple in the forms our fathers used, we 
may remain simple or return to simplicity in their spirit. Our ways 
are not their ways, but the journey's end remains in truth the same. 
It is always the pole star that guides the seaman, whether he cruises 
under sail or on a steamship." 

How simple his life was, how unostentatious, only his friends could 
know. 
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It seems but yesterday when for the first time I heard him lecture. 
I cannot forget, nor can any of his former students, his charm of 
manner, his dignity of bearing, an<J his wonderful gifts as a lecturer. 
His thorough mastery of the whole subject, his comprehension of 
its salient features, his elucidation of its difficult side, all couched in 
the most perfect English, were then the envy of students and now the 
models for lectures of those who succeeded him. Outside the class- 
room his interest in the younger men, his desire to aid and stimulate, 
his ready sympathy in all their trial were traits of character which 
we all loved. 

In my own mind I have always compared him to Dr. John Brown, 
•of Edinburgh ; and in kindliness of heart, tenderness of thought, and 
utter sinking of self, these two men were much alike. It is a matter 
•of never-ending regret that out of his great knowledge he did not 
contribute to medical literature; and one can only account for it 
because of the overmastering modesty of the man. Capable as he 
was of adorning any subject which he treated, he always contended 
that his friends were far more able than he, and that to them belonged 
the task. Times without number I have pleaded with him for some 
practical paper, either for the society or for publication, and invari- 
ably his answer was as I have given it. 

Wanstall, in a most admirable article, says that there are three 
conceptions of the law of similia; first, Hahnemann's conception of 
the essential nature of disease was that it is of dynamic origin and 
of dynamic nature, and he speaks of " dynamic " (drug and disease) 
Affections. There can be no doubt that what he sought by dilution 
was not attenuation but potency; the potentizing of the dynamic 
property of drugs. This does not necessarily mean exclusively an 
increase in their power, but also by development of potency in other- 
wise apparently inert substances. He had abundant apparent evi- 
dence for the analogy he saw in the dynamic action of drugs and the 
•dynamic nature of disease; in the then prevailing views regarding 
the miasm of malaria, and in the spirit-like essence of the contagious 
principles of the infectious diseases. The second conception of the 
homoeopathic law, purely scientific. Those who hold to this concep- 
tion discard without reserve Hahnemann's theory of the potentizing 
of the dynamic properties of drugs by dilution, and assume by impli- 
cation that dilution simply attenuates. If they do not audibly 
abandon the Hahnemannian idea of the essential nature of disease, 
they do so unconsciously. At the same time they accept the homoeo- 
pathic doctrine of the law of cure in the sense of one of nature's laws, 
-and not as a special divine gift to man. The third and last conception 
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of the principle of similars is that which has been designated in this 
paper as the utilitarian. The most intelligent exponent of this view 
was the late Dr. Richard Hughes. In his lecture on " Homoeopathy, 
Its Nature and Origin/ ' he says: "Homoeopathy is a therapeutic 
method, formulated in the rule similia similibm curantur, let likes 
be treated by likes.' ' 

Herring, a compatriot whose labors for homoeopathy in this country 
are well known to you all, was one of those who accepted the first 
conception of the law of similars, and right royally did he battle for it. 
Dr. Ahlborn, broad minded, thoroughly scientific, intolerant of dog- 
matic teaching, was one of the noblest champions of the second con- 
ception of the law of similars, and had he entered the field of polemics 
his defense of this principle could not fail to have been con- 
vincing. 

Of one thing more let me speak; and that is of the wonderful 
courage, the patient submission, and the abounding cheerfulness which 
attended his last illness. From his intimate knowledge of the disease 
which finally ended his life, he must have been aware of its earliest 
approach, and yet neither by look, or deed, did he communicate this 
knowledge to others. As did Robert Louis Stevenson, he faced the 
inevitable; and with " laughter and a kind face " worked on indus- 
triously and cheerfully. The last weeks, the last months, were full 
of patient suffering, and in the end life ceased without pain. His life 
is ended; but the memory of it and its influence will not be for- 
gotten. 

" Storms are remembered when the voyage is o'er, 
But not the breeze that wafted us ashore. 
If this once busy being were of those 
Whom Fate forgets, it mars not his repose : 
He never sought, in life's industrious ways, 
A large return, or loud or lasting praise ; 
But to the sacred task which Heaven assigned, 
In pain's hushed chamber, gave his strength and mind, 
Believing so he served his Maker best, 
Trusting the Great Physician for the rest. 

" We write his name on this pretenseless stone, 
To point his pillow to his friends alone ; 
Nor would we vex his spirit to record 
How much he did, how little his reward : 
Yet all he asked he had ; and had he more, 
He would have given the whole to bless the poor." 
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HORACE M. PAINE, M.D. 

Dr. Horace M. Paine, a corresponding member of [this society, 
died December 5, 1903, at Atlanta, Ga., aged seventy-six. 

Dr. Paine was a homoeopathic physician in its truest sense ; homoe- 
opathy to him was the highest point of a medical education, and in 
practice he believed homoeopathy to far excel all other systems. 

From his first entrance into the profession, he was identified with 
medical societies, was instrumental in forming several, and was always 
an active worker. He was closely identified with every plan to advance 
the standard of a higher medical education. The present medical 
law of the state of New York was largely due to his untiring efforts, 
and by his persistency he won the clause, by which the homoeopathic 
profession is represented on the board. A worker like our own late 
Dr. Talbot, only on different lines, Dr. Paine has left a legacy to the 
profession such as few men have, — three sons, homoeopathic physi- 
cians : Dr. N. Emmons Paine, of West Newton ; Dr. Howard S. Paine, 
of Glens Falls, N. Y., and Dr. Clarence M. Paine, of Atlanta, Ga. 



BENJAMIN P. BARSTOW, M.D. 

Dr. Benjamin P. Barstow was born in West Duxbury, August 31, 
1860, and died August 25, 1904. 

He was educated in the public schools of his native town, and at 
Hanover Academy where he graduated in 1879. He received his 
medical education in Boston University, graduating in 1882. He 
practiced one year in Marshfield as a substitute for Dr. Echart, two 
years in Exeter, N. H., and in 1884 located at Kingston. He chose 
this location so that he could be near his parents and care for them in 
their declining years. Here he practiced during the remaining years 
of his life. 

Dr. Barstow was a member of this society, and of the American 
Institute of Homoeopathy. For several years he had been an honored 
member of the Odd Fellows. He had been a member of the school 
committee of Kingston for several terms of three years each, and was 
chairman of the board for seven years; had been a member of the 
public library since its opening, and a trustee of the Jordan Hospital 
in Plymouth. These positions of honor and trust but point to the 
esteem in which he was held by those who knew him best. His prac- 
tice extended into the adjoining towns of Duxbury, Pembroke, and 
Plymouth, in all of which he had a large list of patients. An old- 
school physician said " there had never been any doctor in Plymouth 
County who had so large a practice as Dr. Barstow." Boston Univer- 
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sity has sent out many eminent graduates, but none that could wear 
the title of " the good physician " with more honor than he. He is 
survived by his wife, a son, and daughter. 



FRANZ HUGO KREBS, M.D. 

Dr. Franz Hugo Krebs was born in Sakish, Prussia, December 3, 
1823, and died in Boston, April 24, 1904. Dr. Krebs was educated 
in Elatz and in a military academy in Breslau. He came to Boston 
in 1849, staying here but a short time, then went to Syracuse, N. Y., 
where he studied medicine for nine months with Dr. Areas, when 
he returned to Boston and entered Harvard Medical School, from 
which he graduated. He was for two years professor of obstet- 
rics in Boston University School of Medicine and spent two years 
abroad studying the diseases of women and children in the hospitals 
of Berlin and Vienna. Dr. Krebs was a senior of the American 
Institute of Homoeopathy, a member of the Massachusetts Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, of the Boston Homoeopathic Medical Society, 
and of the Hahnemann Society. For many years he was president 
of the German Society, showing his interest in the Fatherland and 
in his countrymen when in need. 

Dr. Krebs will long be remembered by the older members of the 
profession with whom he labored when it was a personal sacrifice to 
join the ranks of the new school of medicine, with all that that meant, 
both socially and ethically. 

Fifty years is a long time to wear the harness in the medical pro- 
fession, yet Dr. Krebs did this, with never a murmur that the load 
was too heavy, or that the hills were too steep. 

Dr. Krebs chose* the practice of medicine for his life work, and in 
carrying out that work he never faltered. 



CONRAD WESSELHOEFT, M.D. 

Dr. Wesselhoeft, who died December 17, 1904, was born at Weimar, 
Saxony, March 23, 1834. He came to America with his father, Dr. 
Robert Wesselhoeft, in October, 1840. He obtained his preliminary 
education in the schools in Massachusetts, and later in the gymnasium 
in Leipsic, Germany. Receiving his doctorate from Harvard Medical 
School in 1856, he established himself in the practice of his profession 
in Dorchester, at the early age of twenty-three, where he remained 
until his removal to Boston. In 1863 he was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Foster Pope, who survives him. Of several children only one (Mrs. 
George Glidden) is now living. 
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Dr. Wesselhoeft has always been one of our most respected physi- 
cians; respected and loved alike by his colleagues and his clients. 
He was ever ready to do a kindly act, or lend a helping hand to the 
poorest family, or to pour out for the struggling young doctor the 
rare wine of his extended experience and careful study. Nor did he 
withhold himself from serving our various societies and institutions 
in official capacity, holding at different times the presidency of the 
American Institute, the state society, and the Boston society. He 
was instrumental in establishing the Boston Homoeopathic Dispensary 
and the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Hospital, and for many years 
was a member of the staff and the Board of Trustees of the latter 
institution. He was also a member of the Consulting Board of the 
Westborough Insane Hospital, and at the time of his death was its 
chairman. 

Probably he will be best known by the profession for his earnest 
belief and sterling integrity. He was the declared enemy of all that 
was superficial or insincere in the profession, but this characteristic 
was so far tempered by a mind charitable to all, that it was always 
the subject, and never the person, selected for attack. He came 
honestly by the courage of his convictions, for his father, Dr. Robert 
Wesselhoeft, was confined for seven long years in the fortress of 
Magdeburg for acting according to his political belief in the national 
affairs of Germany. In the minds of many, Dr. Wesselhoeft may have 
seemed by his earnestness to^have had no lighter moments, but those 
who knew him intimately recognized a most genial, social nature, 
with a rich store of humor, as clean as it was enjoyable. As time goes 
on we lose, one by one, those tried and trusted ones whose place cannot 
be fully filled. The time neither requires nor produces them, but as 
one of the " old guard " the memory of Dr. Conrad Wesselhoeft will 
ever be dear to us. " You may pick a thousand salads ere you light 
on such another herb as this." 

" Come away; for life and thought 
Here no longer dwell ; 
But in a city glorious — 
A great and distant city — have bought 
A mansion incorruptible ; 
Would they could have stay'd with us! " 



EDWARD B. HOLT, M.D. 

Dr. Edward B. Holt of Lowell died July 19, 1904, aged sixty-one 
years. Dr. Holt was the son of Dr. Daniel Holt, who located in 
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Lowell in the early 40's. Dr. Holt, the subject of this sketch, was 
educated in the public schools of Lowell and at Harvard Medical 
School. He entered the army, serving during the latter years of the 
war, and was a member of Post 120, G. A. R. Dr. Holt was never 
married. Those who had known him best speak in the highest terms 
of him as a physician and as a man. Many unfortunate investments 
and a pending litigation evidently worked on his over-sensitive mind, 
and he took the means that others have availed themselves of to be 
relieved from care. Here we should draw the broad mantle of charity, 
withholding judgment as we remember our own imperfections, and 
the obvious limitations of our comprehension. 



ALONZO LEWIS KENNEDY, M.D. 

Dr. Alonzo Lewis Kennedy died at his home in Brookline, April 13, 
1905. He was born in Sheepscott, Me., October 22, 1844. He re- 
ceived his preliminary education at Lincoln Academy and Bowdoin 
College. His medical education was received at Boston University 
School of Medicine, from which he graduated in 1875, supplementing 
his studies here by a course in Vienna. 

His whole professional life was spent in Boston and vicinity. He 
was instrumental in establishing the Homoeopathic Dispensary on 
Chardon Street, and always took a deep interest in its welfare. At 
one time he was instructor of materia medica in Boston University. 

He was a member of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, the 
Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, the Boston Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, and the Benninghausen Club of Boston. He 
was a member of and constant attendant at the Old South Church, 
and a member of the Congregational Club connected with the church. 

He was married in 1895 to Miss Isadore Hatfield, who survives him 
with one son. 

Dr. Kennedy was a Christian physician ; his convictions were deep 
and strong ; every question, whether in medicine, religion, or economics, 
was subjected to a thorough analysis ; if it met his test and was proven 
true beyond a doubt, it was adopted by him as a principle, a precept. 

In medicine he was an ardent follower of the teachings of Hahne- 
mann. Homoeopathy was more to him than a name; it was a law of 
cure. A close and earnest student, a thorough investigator, a searcher 
for truth, and as a result of his investigation and study, he got from 
the materia medica what many of us fail to get. Although Dr. 
Kennedy believed the best results were obtained by the use of 
the higher dilutions, he did not reprobate a resort to the lower. 
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Allow me to quote a paragraph from a pamphlet issued by him in 
1901, entitled " Homoeopathy, a Pamphlet for the People ": 

"The most successful results from the action of remedies are 
obtained by a conscientious observance of the law of similars, and 
the use of small doses. 

" No follower of Hahnemann, however, will claim that a remedy 
is necessarily unhomceopathic because given in large doses — nor, 
on the other hand, will he for a moment admit that a medicine, because 
administered in small doses is, therefore, homoeopathic. In other 
words, not the size of the dose, but the principle upon which the medi- 
cine is given marks the prescription as homoeopathic. 

" Just how large doses will be needed in any case it is impossible 
to know in advance, as has been said. The homoeopathic physician, 
from among his several hundred remedies, each of which is so prepared 
as to exhibit different degrees of power (potency), will select the par- 
ticular one that in his judgment is best adapted to the case before 
him. He is not restricted in his choice to any one form of preparation, 
but endeavors in each case to give, as Hahnemann taught, enough 
medicine to cure, and yet to give it in doses sufficiently small to 
avoid the aggravation that follows larger doses. This fact is sufficient 
in itself to render absurd the idea held by so many laymen, and even 
by some physicians, that the followers of Hahnemann are divided 
into two factions (parties) — the high- and the low-potency practi- 
tioners. Physicians have found it impossible to discover a law govern- 
ing the choice of the dose." 

He regretted much that the idea of commercialism was creeping into 
the minds of physicians, and that the business and social conditions 
of the present day were such as to encourage such ideas. He wished 
to see the practice of medicine occupying a high plane, and longed 
for the day when no one would enter the profession simply for the 
fee to be obtained. 

Dr. Kennedy was a friend of the poor; he received into his office 
the dispensary patient on a level with the wealthy; many of the former 
were unwashed and unkempt, yet he gave them the same painstaking 
care and attention that he gave the others. 

Many in this society who know of his quiet deeds of charity, know 
they were done in the name of the Master and not for self-glorifi- 
cation. With these few words I leave a brief record of this quiet, 
unassuming man, the conscientious physician, the student seeking 
for truth, the advocate and believer in homoeopathy. 



WILLIAM LEAVITT JACKSON, M.D. 

Dr. William Leavitt Jackson was born in Gardiner, Me., January 
23, 1853, and died at Bad Nauheim, Germany, June 21, 1905. 

He was the son of the late Dr. William Francis Jackson who prac- 
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ticed for many years in Roxbury. Evidently Dr. Jackson, senior, 
intended to have the son study medicine, and directed his education 
accordingly. He prepared for college in the Roxbury High School, 
matriculated in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1871. 
He graduated from the Harvard Medical School in 1876, and spent 
two years in post-graduate study in the hospitals of Dresden, London, 
Dublin, Paris, Vienna, and Heidelburg. In 1878 he succeeded his 
father in practice in Roxbury. 

In 1879 he was appointed lecturer in minor surgery in Boston 
University School of Medicine, and surgeon to the Massachusetts 
Homoeopathic Hospital. 

In 1891 he was appointed professor of electro-therapeutics in 
Boston University. 

In 1892, when failing health obliged him to resign as surgeon to the 
hospital, he was appointed electro-therapeutist, which position he 
held until 1901, when continued ill health compelled him to relinquish 
his work in both hospital and school. 

It was through his influence and energy that Beta Chapter of Chi 
Phi Fraternity was established in the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; this was the first secret society to gain a foothold in that 
institution. 

He was a senior of the American Institute of Homoeopathy; a 
member of the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, the 
Boston Homoeopathic Medical Society, the Hughes Medical Club, and 
the National Society of Electro-therapeutics. His Masonic member- 
ship included Washington Lodge, Mount Vernon Chapter, and Joseph 
Warren Commandery. 

Dr. Jackson's professional life from the beginning was a busy one. 
Finding the work of the surgeon too severe for his overworked heart, 
which had developed a valvular trouble, following a rheumatic fever 
which he had had while a student, he investigated the possibilities 
of electricity as a remedial agent. He found so much in it that he 
adopted this specialty, in which he became an expert. In 1895 his 
health gave out completely, and for two years he was unable to do 
any professional work. For a short time after this his health improved 
somewhat and he was able to do some work, but ill health again 
prostrated him. Most of the time during the last ten years of his life 
was spent in Europe, visiting each summer Professor Schott; he 
carefully studied his method of treating heart disease, and intended, 
had his health permitted, to have made this treatment better under- 
stood in the United States. Dr. Jackson was a strong man in the 
medical profession, always a student, always an investigator. His 
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pleasing personality, his keen, quick insight into diseased conditions , 
with his ready analysis, made him a much-sought-for physician, held 
alike in high esteem by the laity and the profession. Ill can we spare 
such men, especially when they are taken with their best years before 
them. 

Dr. Jackson was married, May 21, 1884, to Miss Edith Talbot, 
daughter of the late Dr. I. T. Talbot, who survives him with one 
daughter. 

He was laid to rest August 25, 1905, at Mount Auburn. 



JOSEPH WARREN HAYWARD, M.D. 

Dr. Joseph Warren Hayward, a former president of this society, 
died November 25, 1905. His obituary was written by his friend, 
Dr. James Utley, of Newton, and published in the December New 
England Medical Gazette. This I will submit as a part of my report : 

" After a long illness, Dr. Joseph Warren Hayward died in his home, 
at 148 High Street, Taunton, Mass., Wednesday, the twenty-fifth day 
of November, 1905, and so passed to his reward, a noble, upright man ; 
a useful citizen, an able physician, and skillful surgeon ; a true friend. 

" Dr. Hayward was born in Easton, Mass., July 11, 1841. After 

' graduating from the Bridge water Normal School in 1860, he taught 

school until he commenced the study of medicine, when he entered 

the office of Dr. Dean in North Bridgewater. During the winter of 

1862 and 1863 he was a student in the Harvard Medical School. 

" His patriotism and ambition to do for his country and fellow man 
led him early in the spring of 1863 to apply for a medical position in 
the army, and having passed a successful examination he was ap- 
pointed a medical cadet of the United States Army. Later on, he 
served in the Brown General Hospital at Louisville, Ky. 

" After receiving the degree of doctor of medicine from Bowdoin Medi- 
cal College in 1864, Dr. Hayward was appointed by President Lincoln 
assistant surgeon of United States Volunteers. He was appointed 
surgeon to the Fourth New Jersey Battery, and was on duty at the 
battle of Petersburg, and promoted to the position of staff surgeon when 
General Butler relieved General Ord. In March, 1865, was brevetted 
major of United States Volunteers, and was present at the surrender 
of General Lee. At Richmond he was detailed upon the staff as 
medical director, a position which he held until he resigned from the 
army in November, 1865. 

" After a post-graduate course in Bellevue College, in New York, Dr. 
Hayward located in Taunton, Mass., where he was associated with 
Dr. George Barrows, a partnership which continued for six years. 

" Soon after entering upon active practice in Taunton, he was com- 
missioned surgeon in the Massachusetts militia. This position he 
held until, in 1874, he was commissioned as medical director of the 
First Brigade, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 
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" In 1878 he was appointed lecturer on. military surgery, fractures, 
and dislocations, in Boston University School of Medicine, where 
afterwards he was made full professor, a position he successfully filled 
up to the time of his death; and I have been repeatedly informed by 
the students that his lectures were plain, practical, and thorough. 
In fact, he was an ideal lecturer. 

" He was honored by the Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical 
Society, in electing him president of that body. 

" Taunton was also honored by electing him for several successive 
years as a member of the schoor committee of that city. 

" From the opening of the Morton Hospital in Taunton he served 
as one of the directors, and on the surgical staff of that institution, 
until the time of his death. 

" For several years he was associated with the late Dr. Boothby 
in his private hospital, and afterwards with others in a hospital of 
his own. 

" In 1877 was appointed United States Pension Surgeon. He was 
a charter member of Ionic Lodge of Masons, and one of the first three 
officers. 

" I might tell of many other societies and institutions of which he 
was an honored member, but neither time nor space will permit of all. 

" After the expiration of his partnership with Dr. Barrows, Dr. 
Hayward opened an office of his own in Taunton. His great love « 
for, and the knowledge that he obtained of, surgery while in the army, 
together with his great ability, gave him, as the years went by, the 
reputation of being a fine operator and skillful surgeon. This repu- 
tation extended, and was acknowledged by all schools of medicine, 
over southeastern Massachusetts and beyond. 

" As a physician, too much cannot be said in his praise. He was a 
fine diagnostician, and as a prescriber was excelled by none. He 
was careful but positive in his diagnosis and prescription; was not 
bigoted, but always ready and willing to profit by suggestion, or do 
anything to relieve suffering. 

" In his daily life he was more than generous, always neglecting 
himself, without hope of fee or reward, that the poor might not 
suffer, thus discharging his duties in health or in sickness, even to 
the last day of his life. 

" As a friend and companion, I have in Dr. Hayward lost one who, 
for forty years, has been to me as a brother; one in whom there was 
no guile ; a memory too sacred to ever forget. 

" Dr. Hayward leaves a daughter and three sons, his wife having 
died in October, 1904. One son, Dr. Walter B. Hayward, succeeds 
his father in practice. 

11 i Earnest toiler, thy work all done; 
Faithful soul, into glory gone ; 
Beautiful life, with its crown now won ; 

God giveth thee rest. 
Rest from all sorrow and watching and fears, 
Rest from all possible sighing'and tears, 
Rest through God's endless, wonderful years, 
At home with the blest. ; " 
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GEORGE AUGUSTUS TOWER, M.D. 

Dr. George Augustus Tower died suddenly, February 4, 1906. 

This obituary was written by his preceptor, Dr. H. E. Spaulding, 
and published in the March New England Medical Gazette, which I 
submit as a part of this report: 

" Dr. George A. Tower, of Watertown, died suddenly while in the 
street at Cambridge, Mass. 

" During his student life he was my pupil and a member of my 
family. As such he left only pleasant memories. His life and un- 
timely end suggest the beautiful lines of Whittier: 

" ' The threads our hands in blindness spin 
No self-determined plan weaves in ; 
The shuttle of the unseen powers 
Works out a pattern not as ours. 

" ' The wind-harp chooses not the tone 

That through its trembling threads is blown ; 

The patient organ cannot guess 

What hand its passive keys shall press.' 

" He was born of good New England parentage in Biddeford, Me., 
but in early childhood moved to Waterville, where he received such 
education as the public schools afforded, and later entered Coburn 
Institute. He determined to be a physician, but, his parents being 
unable to aid, he was obliged to earn the necessary means. To do 
this he entered a machine shop, and, being naturally adept at the work, 
soon commanded a good income. While doing this he used his spare 
hours in study. He entered Boston University School of Medicine 
and graduated in 1877. He commenced practice in his native state, 
but an offer of partnership business induced him to go West, which 
proved disappointing. A physician in Cohasset arranged with him 
to take his practice there, and he closed out his western business and 
came East, only to discover that the physician had changed his mind 
and would remain in Cohasset. Under the circumstances he decided 
to open an office there. He rapidly established a good practice, some 
of the best families of the place being his patrons. Among them was 
Mr. Thomas M.Smith, whose only daughter, Susie, he married in 1880. 
About this time he was asked to take the practice of Dr. Wm. A. Jones, 
of Wilton, N. H., who had recently died. Here his skill as a physician 
was promptly recognized, and he soon had a clientele that taxed his 
time and strength to the utmost. With professional success and popu- 
larity at high tide, his health suddenly failed and he was obliged "to 
give up work for a time. Convinced that he could not endure the long 
drives over the New Hampshire hills he regretfully gave up the field 
and located in Watertown, where he remained until his death. Here 
he soon gained the confidence of the community, and when, some six 
years ago, his health began to yield to heart disease, of which he died, 
he unquestionably held the leading practice in the town. His natural 
inclinations led him to surgery and, considering his having no hospital 
affiliations, he did a great deal and very successfully. 
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" With his failing health, matters over which he had no control 
brought financial troubles. Unable to bear the labors of a large 
practice, he sought to regain his fortune in other ways, but without 
success. Doubtless these troubles aggravated his disease, and hastened 
the end, which came so suddenly. 

" No man ever worked harder to succeed, or had higher aims. His 
life, as given to the world in good work, was a grand success. As 
ordinarily measured it was a series of successes and defeats, and he 
was finally cut down, in what, with good health, would have been his 
high noon. His kindness of heart, gentleness of manner, and upright- 
ness of character attracted many to him and made him beloved as a 
physician, as a member of his church, and to his masonic lodge, and 
honored as a citizen. 

" His first wife was several years an invalid and died in 1895. In 
1898 he married Miss Grace Hanway, of Baltimore, who survives him, 
with his adopted daughter." 
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